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TO-THE 


WORTAY 
AND LIVELY 


Patterne of a good Orp-Aax, | 
Mr. Doctor CuaDn xr ron, 


all the bleſſed comforts of it: 


and aſter it, evetialing 
happincfle. 


Reverend S1K: 


UUPF He Meditations here | 

NO «Mt. PB in this Trey eut | 

ay Keen /cnted ro you, af 

"I ebeir bigheſ? pi i 

anbiciong they may obtaineghi 

\Þ | y0ur judicious eyes (a5 your th 
In A - "penn 
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fir$Þ for your many yeares with 
how p- G 0 D batbcrowned you: 


pot Wars inn your 0pne particu 


The Epiſtle 7 
yenient leaſure) ſhall paſſ; paſſe over 
chew. 1 ſuppoſe, it will be asked 
why they ſolicit you rather then | 
any other, for this favour, It is, 


and then alſo in reſpett of your 


lar, of what in this Trab is deli- 
ver'd: that is, of G O DS free- 
ing this age from the Imputations 


— — - 


| 


Un Jon, It Juffeth that £0 me y0u, 


caſt (ina generality) uponit: and 
bis deyning you above many 
others, the bleſſed and comforta- 
ble priviledees, of which it is ca- 
pable,and for which it hath the.” 
beſt belps,and moſ} opportunities. 
I Li not ro be made knowne un- 


STC 


— —— ———_— 


th 


- » 
\ 
a! Ht 


- 


Cw R__—_— rr 


Dedicatory. 

are well knowne : and; bat ,not 
heare-ſay (though with that pre- 
tious ointment, a gopd-name.- 
Eccleſ 3, you are renowned ) 
bur cheefely out of my many obſer- 
vations,when I'was a Student in 
the Vniverfity, and for a long 
time, oxe of your Auditors, Eve- 
ry way youratifie and make god 
tbis Encomiym SxNECTyY- 


Tis. And therefore yours it is, | 


and to you it comes, both to bee 
corretted anddiſpoſed of, incaſe 
it may ſeeme in any degree, Wor - 
thy your ſo much pains, Aud core 
tainely,ſbould I kao y tbo! 
ro range abroad among the: Wor- 
thies that are knowne unto me ; 

none would be Fonnd that might 


f— 
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give ſo ample teftimonic to what 
you fball beere reade, or be ſo li- 
ing an example of it, as your 
ſelfe. This ( 1 hope) will excuſe 
| my preſumption, and prevaile.s 
| with you far your paints in rea- 
ding the Diſcourſe, though it 
fbould not with your judgement 
4pproving it. Theſeech the. 


$ 3.2% 
.. 


in ehe way of righteoufnes, 
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or 
eb ahfcn Op Darts, #o| 
| continue and increaſe unto you, 
tbe good your many yeerts have | 
poſſſ"<youer' that as they are | 
fon ny fo you acrowne of | 
| 2lory, Prov.16. and acrowne of 


| righreonfmſſe, 2 Tim. 4: | 
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To the Read:r, 


Courteons Reader, Young or old, 


LB Erc is preſented to thee 
by an Old-Man paſt his 
* great c/imattericall 
yeare, a Treatiſe of 
ws OLD AGs,indiredand;| 
Þo by * one __ hath attainedeo,| 2 
thoſe .yeares whereunto hee Who | © 
attaineth is accounted * Fondrous old,:\ 
and dedicated to him that hath almoſt 
attained to * thoſe yeares * beyond | 
which there is no ordinary reckoning. 
The Author in dedicating his Treatiſe, / 
of OLnm-AGz,toa more aged Friend, | ? 
imitates the Oratour, who tis faith | 
of himſelfe, * Being an Old-Mamn # | 
wrote to an Old-MMan of Old-eAge. As; 


ſariph.. | 
the Author by reaſon of his muchreg«Þ&: 54 
ngfrong memory, profound judge« | | 
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-| ment and long experience was well 
qualified and enabled to undertake 
ſuch a taske, ſo moſt wiſely hath he 
made choice of a very fit Patron, who 
/ notwithſtanding his exceeding great $- | 
| Old-Age, and the ſinall characters in | 
| which this Treatiſe was written, read b---- 
it without ſpectacles, and with noleſle | 
preſpicacie of judgement then of{jght, 
gave his approbation thereof, If 
| | therefore Da1zs may beheard, and 
a teſlimony given by multitude of 
| yeares may gaine credit, there are * as | ,® 
* Two or, many as the Divine Law exacth for ' ' 
three, witneſſe bearing that commendeth this {hi 
Treatiſe to thee : and thoſe old c- ' 
| nough; eſpecially the two Elder, ' 
who by their many yeares ſo well ime 
faxes, as they have imploycd theirs 
ave attained to great experience, an | 
gained much wiſdome; ſoas in them | 
this Adage, multitude of yeares teach | | 
wi/ſdome , 18 verified, All the three | 
intimated witneſſes were Academicks 
| D. Cha- | together. All of one and the ſame 
| 4&crcon. Univerſity, * The Delicatee Was 


— is 4 * Maſter of Emmanuel Colledge Cams 
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| to the Reader. | 


I. 
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| bridge, within few yearcs after the 
' Anthor of this Treatiſe came.to Kings 
| College ; yet had this eFurhor becne 
; * more then a Bachelour of Divinitics | * Sixtcene 
| time inthe College, before he choſe | Yeares 
| the Pabliſper hereof out of Eton 
| ſchoole to the {aid Kings ( ollege, A 
favour very great in the kinde, and 

| in the manner: of conferring it, molt | 
| free, Poſſumne ingratus C 4wmemor | 

\ eſſe? In all humble and hearty gra- 

& | titude is this publicke acknowledge- 
| ment made of a gratious 7 «tors good- 
neſle, by his much bounden Pxpif. 


— 


Gratitude therfore is one inducement, 
which hath brought me on to lendan 
helping hand to the publiſhing of this 
Treatiſe, ( which is my onely taske.) 
But an other and greater indacement 
 * | isthe workirt ſclfe; bothinregard of 
1 ' the ſubjeR matter of ir,which is OL D= 
Ag, andalſo in regardof the exqui- 
fite manner of handling it, it betng per- 
formed by an 0/d-CAMan, who hath 
written hereabout what experience 

| hath verified in himſclfe. For hee 
himfelfe is a lively image and repre- 
ſentation 
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ſentation of that truce O/a- Man which 


_—_—__ 


he deſcribeth, and whom hee doth |. 


| pulend i 


wmis domins 
| liberat vo-' 
luptatibu: 
gule 8 - 
pouit mo- 


dinis fran- 
git tmpe- 
ith z anget 


vingicate and defend from the undue 
calumnies of youth, If any 1magine 
that OLD-AGE, as it bringeth feeble= 
neſſe upon the body, and upon allthe 
parts thereof, ſo it blunteth the under- 
ſtanding, dulleth the wit, weakeneth 
the memory, and much impairerh all 
the powers ofthe ſoule, Ireferre him 
to S,Hierom, who in that very place 


| ſapientia: 
| dat matiu 
riora Con- 


filia,&ec. 1 


Hier. Prgo- 
em 2. lib 


in 40s. 
Grankes | 
natu, cy2 
neu neſ- 
cio quid, 
& /olito 
dulcius ce- 
cinerunt. 
Hier epi/? 
2.44 Ne 
pot de vita 
eter. 


] 


where hegranteth the forementioned 
bodily infirmitics and: other. like to 
them, to be incident to OLp-AGz, 


ſets downe theſe good things to abide | 


initand with it : Jr kzepes us from plea- 
ſures, the moFt impndent maſters: it puts 
4a meane to appetite : it ſubdueth the vid- 
lence of luſt : it increaſeth wiſdome : it 
gives. more mature counſell,&c, And 


in. ancther place he giveth us a cata» ; 


logue of many heathen men, who bee 
ing very old, ayd neere to death, ſang 
their Swan-like ſongs more ſweetly then 
they were wont in younger yeares, The 


Author of this Treatiſe hath given us | - 


hen 


RE —— —— 


, 
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| 
| 
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' 
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a larger catalogue, not only of 


men, | 


<< WVS= 
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men, but alſo of holy men, Gods war- 
thies, who in ther OL1Dp-AGgsp have 
beene endowed with excellent and 
eminent abilities, eſpecially of mind : 
withall he ſheweth, thaet if it ſo fall 
out as is objected,it ts in ſuch an Or, D- 
AGE as followeth, upon diftempered 
youth, and difordered manage : but 
where former yeares have beene tem» 
perately ordered, and well imployed, 
OLD AGE, though ſomewhat debi- 
litated in bodily ſtrength, will prove 
vigorous in the 1indowments of the 
ſoule. Of ſuch an Old-Man ſpeaketh 
an ancient Poet to-this purpoſe, 

Hyizs foot in pace ts ſlow : 

His wit doth fwiftly flow, 

This our Author hath oft moſt truely 
and juſtly obſerved, that the defects 
1 | which befall OzD-AGs, are occa- 
{ | fioned for the molt part, if not altoge-. 
ther, by the diſorder of younger 
yeares, Yea the diſtemper of youn- 
ger ycarcs is (to ſpeake according to 
{ | the courſe of nature )) an efpeciall | 
{ |.cauſe that ſo few, even of thoſe who 
1 | grow bearded, attaine an hoary head : 
which | 
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31. | 
Cic de Se. 
ned, 


Seneftus e. 
orum qui a- 
deleſcenti- 
em ſuam 
hone fÞ1, 
artibus in- 
ſtruxerunt 
etate fit 
doFior,u'u 
tritior, pro. 
ceſſu tem- 
poris ſaph- 
entior, & 
vererum 
ftudiorum | 
dulciſſimos 
fafluc me. 
tit. Hier, 


* yr) 


"The Epiftl c 


which ( as the Wiſe-man hath well 
obſcrved) # a crowne of glory, if it be 
found in the way of righteouſneſſe, He 
therefore that wrote much in-com- 
mendation of OLD AG8 put in this 
proviſo, Remember that I praiſe that 
OrLD-AGs which u« ſetled upon the 
fowndations of youth ; meaning thar 
youth which hath beene well paſſed 
over. For, as an ancient Father long 
fince ſaid, and that npon his owne ex- 
perience, The OLD-AG un of them who 
have furniſhed their yourh with ſciences, 
is made by continuance the more learned, 
by uſe the more ready, by proceſſe of time 
the more prudent, and reapeth the moſt 
ſweet fruits of former ſtudies. It much 
reſteth in men by well ordering their 
tender and flexible age, yea and their 
more ſtable and ſctled yeares follow- 
ing thercupon, both to attaine unto 
OrDp-AGE, and alſo to make that 
OLp-AGt whereunto they attaine 
more joyous; and glorious. It 1s faid 
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196 woe of a wicked man ( 196,21, 21.) The |; 
cos. of nnmber of his daies is * cut off in the 
| midiavit, | midſt, And tolike purpoſe (Pſal.55. 
(ot. GOP purp F, 
| : EP * 
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bþH ts the Reader. | 


23.) Bloody and deceitfull men ſhall not | 
* live ont balfe their daies, For ſome 
by gluttony,drunkenneſſe, whoredome | 
and ſuch kinde of diſtempers bring 
morrtall diſeaſes upon themlclves, and 
thereby haftcn death ; others doe the 
like by immoderate paſſions, as love, 
gricfe, feare and ſuch like : others by | 
too much carking, watching, faſting, | 
parnes-taking, and other ſuch exceſſes 
deſtroy nature ; others by quarrells 
and duells cauſe themſclves to be cut 
off before their tim? : others by caſt- | 
ing themſclves upon deſperate at- | 
tempts ſhorten their daics : others by 
capitall crimes, bring themſe'ves un- 
der the Magiſtrates ſword which cuts 
them off; others by laying violent | 
hands upon themſelves, prevent the | 
time which otherwiſe they might have | 
lived : others by notorious finnes | 
provoke the Divine Juſtice to take | 
them away by an extraordinary judge- / 
ment. In thefe, and other like re- 
ſpe&ts wicked men may be ſaid dimi- | 
diare dies. ſnos, to cut off their time in | 
the midſt, or not to live halfe. their | 
daics, 
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"Targum 
rom a 
mrs 

Non vide- 
bant dimis«; 
diun dies, 
14 ſors. 
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daics.namely which they might other- 
| wiſe have lived ( according to the 
courſe of nature ) if they had not fal- 
len into fuch exorbitant courſes, Thus 
many keepe themſelves from Or 0- 
{AGE, Yet it cannot be denied but 
that ſundry wicked ones attaine there- 
| to. Expericnce demonſtrates as much. 


4 For howſoever OLD-AGz be pro- 


miſed as ablefling onely to the Righ. 


ones : -but as a curſe through their a- 
buſe thereof. A curſe I fay, bothto 
others and to themſelves. Ts others, 
in that the longer they live, the more 
miſchicfe they doe, To thewſelves in 
thisworld, and inthe world tacome. 
Tr this world every day they multiply 
and aggravate ſinne,and ſo make them- 


ſelves the more odious to God, Angells 
and good men ; whence it commeth 


te, paſſe that their »awe rots x it is 
like-a rotten, putrified carrion,the lon- | 
| ger- it lieth above ground, the mone 
noiſome and ſtinking favour it fendeth 


tcous, yet it is permitted to wicked | 


— 


forth, In the world to come their tor- | 


| } 


ment: hall be. increaſed according 
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| fo the Reader, 
the multitude and hainouſneſle of their 
finncs, Old wicked ones after their 
heardneſſe an1 impenitent heart, Ir ea- 
ſure up unto themſelves wrath againſt 
the day of wrath, Such Old-CHMen are 
like to the o/d Serpent, OrD-AGn, 
| as ſpoken of in the enſuing Treatiſe 
is proper to the Righteous. It 1s the | Ante A- 
obſervation of ſundry of the ancient 
| | Fathers, that eAbrabam the father of 
the faithful is the firſt that in ſacred | jenex, pier} 
Seripture 1s called an O/d-21ſan, To | comment, 
(him ic was promiſed as a bleſſing | *® Zec.8. 
)( Gen,15.15.) and in that reſpe& his 
Orn-Act is (tiled 4 good Ola- age | po le 
(Gen.25.8.) Thus to take OLD-AG3 naw nzs 
( ſeperated from the accidentall im- | Bona Se- 
| perfetions thereof, ſuch as ariſe not 
| ſimply fromOL D-AG x, but fromthe 
| former and preſent wickednefle of 
evill old-men) OLD-AGn 1s one of 
| the pillars wherewith politics are.|- 
| ſapported, Who knowes not that 
| a Senate or Counſell of State is a | 
| principall ſtay of a State. Now a Se= 
I | nat uſeth to conſiſt for the moſt part 
| of Old-HMen : who by reaſon of their 
A SR [. 


ti cm. 
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no — 
” age and place are called Seniores, El- 
ders, In the Law we reade that Le« 
viteshaving ſerved in the houſe ofGod 
till they were fiftie ycares old ( at 
which- time OLDp-AGE beginneth ) 
were to goe to.their Cities, there to 
dwell as Judges, The Jewes had | 
their * Senat or Counſell, whereunto 
Chriſt alludeth ( Mat.5.22,) in this 
phraſe, ſhall be in danger of the Counſell. 
This Counſell confilted of Old-Men, 


Numb.8. 
IF. 


Deut. 17. 
9. 

| 2 Chron. 
19.8, 

pTua * 


' ſentbus 
| mon ſum- 
; | mum 00n- 


| 
'1 
: 
4 | 
4 


Confilium, 
; ratio, ſen- 


| tentta, nt- 


called Elders, of whome ſome were 
Prieſts, ſome Levits, ſome Nobles 
molt of rhem, it not.all ofthem,0/d- 
þs eſſent in| Men, 


their Senate of ſuch. Hereupon the 
Oratour makes tt is inference, /fcoun- 
ſell, reaſon, and judgement were not in 
Old-Men, our Anceſtours would not 

have called the higheſt counſel a Senate, 
0:14am. | Yet further to prove thatthe Ancient 
—_ 1 arc a ſtafte and (tay to a State, the Pro- 
Nomen &+ phet ( 1/a.1. 2. ) putteth them into 
etatis mi | the ranke of ſach [taics as in judgc- 
te ſenatus tent arc taken away, and upon the 
n+y Mi fl taking away of whom, a ſtate falls to 


filium Ma- 
| jores noſt ri 
appellaſiet 


So the Romans andothers had | 
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4 


vidlibs. | 


Fall. | ruiae, as a Tent falls fat dowrc it the 


pole | 


to the Reader, 


—O— 
ne 


ee a er tC ICE — 
pole by which it is ſupported be ta- 
ken away. See the difference betwixt 
the counſell of 0/d-Men and Towng- 
men in Rehoboams caſe. Not without 
cauſe therefore is it ſail, that one hear 


#ng-men, For (as another Poct ſaid 
of an Old-Man,) Hs knoweth many and 
thoſe ancient things t90, On thisand 


in all ages beene much honoured, So 
it was among the * Heathen : fo much 
| more ought it to be among Gods peo- 
ple. The - Lord himſelte giveth this 
charge ('Lev.19.32. ) T hou ſhalt riſe 
up before the hoary-bead, and hononur 
' theface' of the Old-Man, and feare thy 
| God, This laſt clauſe ( and feare thy 


| God.) ſheweth that our feare of God, | 


' who is'inviſible, 1s teſtified by our re- 

' verence to thoſe thatviſibly beare his 

Image, /as 'Okd-Men doc. For God 

himſeclfe is tiled ( Dan.7.9. ) the An- 

cient of daies, and the haire of his head is 

. aid to be' like pure wooll, that is white, 
not ſpotted; not ſtained, not ſoiled ; 
fach as the haire of Old-men ufeth to 
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1 Old-Man ts of better uſe then many 
0 


other like- grounds, OLD AG bath | ** 


ſuit capiths 
quendam 
reverentia 
cani Quid. 
5: Faſt. 
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Vetu{Fi di- 
| Crus 7 a: 

ries de[cri- 
bitur can- 
4 dida, ut &|-) 


tatis longi- 


tuls mon- 
ftretur. 

Hier. com- 
ment .liþ.s8. 
tn 1[@.24+ 


vo ' | 
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&le npatubn 
CO 

Occidit mt - 
ſeros cra- 
be repetita 


magiſtros. 


twvenal. 


| Sat 7. 
M T.Cis, 


The Epiſtle i 


be. In allufion hereunto, S. Hierom 
faith, that the haire of the Ancient of 
daies is deſcribed to bee white, that 
length of daies may be declared _—_ 

So pithily and pl-ntifully bath the 
Author of this Treatiſe here preſen- 
tcd to thee, handled this point, both 
Vindicatively, in freeing OLD-AGl 
from all undue imputations againſt it, 
and alſo Encominſticaly, by ſetting 
out the comelinefſe and cxcellency 
thereof, as to ſpeake any more there- 
about , would bee aftum agere, to |} 
preach over the ſame Sermon againe, |} 
yea (as it 1s in the proverb) to || 
ſet (ole-worts twice ſod before you, 
which is counted as loathſome as death |} 
it ſelfe. 

There is a Treatiſe of Or. 0-Aca |! 
of old time written by * the pureſt | 
Latiniſt that ever ſpake, or wrote :; 
for the clegancy of (tile, for the ſolid 


\ 


| matter of that Treatiſe, and for many 


other ornaments wherewith it is dec= 
ked, it hath ever beenc highly accoun- 
ted of, and learned in moſt Grammar 
ſchooles : yet as farre as divine lear- 
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ning 
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» the ſame cauſe ) 
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|. zo the Reader, 


ning excclls humane, as farre as a jud1- 
cious Divine may goc before a lcar- 
ned Philoſopher, (o farre is this Trea» 
tiſe here tendred to thee, to be pre- 
ferred before that, If the Oratonr 
ſaid trucly of his Treatiſe, The ma- 
king of thu Books was ſo delight ſome to 


J| me, 44 it did not onely remove all the 


troubles of OLD-AGE, but alſo made 
it eaſy and pleaſing, much more truely 
and juſtly may the Author of this 
Treatiſe ſay the like of his. A Prea- 
chers frequent and ſerious meditating 


| | and raminating. on that which hee 1s 
{| to preach to others doth oft very 


much affect him before hee utter it, 


q | inuttering of it, aad evcrafter. How 


much more when hee ſets his afrer 
thoughts upon it, and more accuratly 
relewerh it forthe view of all that de» 
fire to have their medirations helped 


about this exccllent ſubjet, Or p- | 


AGz, For my part Iheartily thanke | 
God that I came to fach a thorow 
view thereof,as I have had ; and with- 
all (as David bleſſed Godand Abigaile 
I heartily rhanke 
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Mihi qui- 
dem its ju» 
cunda con 
jeftio bu- 
Jus librt ſu- 
it, wut non 
mole one 
nes abſter- 
ſerit [ene- 


effecerit 
mollens @= 
tiam, & 


ſeneflutem, 
«1 __ 
Wwe <p00/j» 
His cogut]e 


pak 


Hyp.yob 


Secunde | 
cogitat-' 
ones ſapi« 
ent:ores. 

1 Sam, 35 
32,330 
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Aut i 7a | 
leſt ias, ſed} _ 


Eurip. in |} 


——y 


4 — — —_— 
he... ed 


_ 
_ 


= « - 


, , >" 0 RE 6 


—— 


the Author ( my Ancient good 7; wtor, 
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to whom for all the good. .].received 
in Kings College Cambridge, | under 


God, I owe all the praiſe.) this ev. | 


thor T heartily thanke for vouthſafing 
to communicate to his unworthy Pu- 
pill theſe his labours. So well Iap- 


| prooved this Treatiſe in my' judge- 
ment, ſuch profic, ſweetneſle and | 


comfort I have found and tele in'rea- 
ding it over againe and againe,; as:I 
could not but doe my beſt to bring it 
forch to that publick view whichnow 
it is brought to,” Now I bow my 
knees to the. Ancient of dgies,, that, as 
hitherto he hath done, he would yet 
longer and longer continue ,to. pre- 
ſerve the two good O1d-Mer (the 
Author of this Treatiſe, and his Friend 
to whom he hath dedicated.it ) tobe 
mirrours of ſuch an Ozd-AGx as in 
this Treatiſe is ſet out, that in and by 
their example and patterne, what is 
here written of Or p-AG xs, may be 
verificd and ratificd. _ 


WiILLllan Goucy 


Y T he Epiſtle,gee, | 
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Reader. 


Generous ReaJer, | _ 


aAB.5 D mwillingly give thee 
IJ 4, 4connt both of ney 
£2.29 firſt thoughts and in- 
P-<Y tentions, and alſo of my 
WF proceedings in the en- 

Woa—"\E ſming diſcourſe, T hes 
conceive of them. 151 cenvliy, hrow 
thy ſelfe, ts ſaid to be a voice from hea- 
ven, and ever hath -it beeue held "for an 
high and neceſſary point of: wiſdonze ; #s 


contrarie-wiſe nothing comes neerey ton 


benummed,ſottiſh,and Nabalslihe diſpo- | 


ftion, then ignor ance in this caſe, Know 
you not your owne ſelves, ſaith the 
* efpoſtle,,, 

Many. there are that with great la- 
bonr,, 0 toſſe expence, and extreame 
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| 4nd future 
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hazardof their lives,travell into the re- 


mote parts of the world, onely out of 
deſire to know them,and yet kyow little of 
their owne comntrey: others, that ſearch 
carienſly into the pollicis of forraigne 

kingdomes, ignorant (the meane while ) 

of the ſtate of that in which they are na- 

tives. Some againe are buſic priers into 

their neighbours houſes and affairs, ye- 

ver taking notice how it ſtands with their 

owne at home, all with ſhame enough, in 

that they are leſſe carefull of what more 

weerely concernes them, e A mans proper 

axd neereſt home of all,is himſelfe. 

The conſideration hereof cauſed me to 
looke backe to the ſundry paſſages of my 
life paſt, and to fixe mine tye on my 
preſent condition, being now farre gone 
in jeares ; andin this Meditation, 1 fell 
wpon a ſerious thought of my Old- Age : 
4s, what the diſcomfarts of it are, that ſo 
I might aidreſſe my ſelfe to ſeeke after 
the trueremedy t& what good I may find 
in it for comfort to countervaile 'the 


evils it brings: and laſtHy, what oppor- 


twnities it may afford me, for ny preſent 
Lappineſſe. Having, as I 


though t, J 
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thought, found ſomething by thus engui> 
rie, Iwas willing my pen ſhould helpe 
my memory : and ſo my paper was my 
ſtover for it, Fhinks not I doe it ont of 
that itching humoxr, © Scire tuwum 
nibil eſt,ec, No,being conſcious to my 


ſelfe of my emptineſſe, I have ever (in 
privateſt places of my abode ) ſaid Þ with 


the diſcourſe to come abroad,T o impart to 
others what we have thought of and la- 
boured in for our ſelves g5(eſpeciallywhen 
it pa ſſes not immediatly from the partiall 


the Poet, Hz latebrz dulces. Take this * 
rat her for the true canſe of my ſuffering 


hand of the Author, but h:th approbati- | 


 Morgr, 


on from others more judicious) athi 
uſnall, not diſcommended, no not in theſe 
| [criptarient timer, and in my opinion, uf 


forte well with ſociety, for, Bonum eft 


| | unworthy of my ſo many lines un writing, 


naturaſua diffufivum,& uſu, quo com- 
munius, eo melius, Every good thing is 
naturally communicative, and in uſe,the 
wore common,the better,and more profi- 
table, | 
If any ſhall thinke the ſubje it of which 


I have make cheice to be but meaue, and 


ard 


cer 
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and hu ſe much paines in reading ; 7 
would offer to his conſideration theſe three 
things, Firſt, touching the contempt of 
this age, bow great and common 4 ſin uf 
| 22, Secondly, what need men in yeares ma 
have, in reſpe&t of ſome bodily defeits, of | 
inward comforts, as of a jt affe to ſupport 
them, that ſo they may paſſe on to the end 
of their race with patience, eAnd laſtly, 
whether it will be loſt labour, timely to 
winde young men of the coill,nbich or 
preventea,will dogg them to the age, to= 
wads which they ſecurely paſſe along ; 
and which 1s to ſuch ( » as one termesr it) 
non intelleta ſereftus. Swre 1 am it i | 
now no leſſe needfull, then it was in Salo- | 
mons time, to reprove them for their re= | 
Jozeing in their youth,&c, and to fores 
warne them of their account, as Ecclel, | 
11.alſs to connſell them even in the dates 
of their youth to remember their Crea- 
tor, Ecclel.1 2. | 
Let no man thinke that thu Treatiſe u 
| owely for O 1. D-M x N, chiefely it looks 
| towards them: yet every age, once come 
to yeeres of diſcretion,may hap' ly by it be 
| put in mind of ſome thing oy other, that 
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— {Aw ad. 
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| will concerne 1t for the preſent; andif 
'GOD bleſſe. them with long-life, the 
benefit of it may be the greater,” We may 
ſay of St,as © the Poet doth in another | 
caſe. £&que negletum pueris, ſeni- 
| buſque nocebit. | 
| eAndſoggentle Reader, thou haſt my 
| reaſons ( ſuch as they are ) for my under- 
| rakzng this taske. If thou diſlike thens 


|} 20t, then reade on, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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Fl { phucall p 
| | Tracares, 


Difference 
berwixe 
Theolo. 
gicall and 
Philoſo- 
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| b Blz.9. 2. 
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The Introduftion fo the Whole. | 
Diſcourſe. 


MPN Old-Min, trzongh but 

#8 mecancly learned, may trear 

er of O1Dp-AG x, outof ſome 

& experience, feelingly : and in 

that reſpeA, may - the more 

fit to di(courſe of this ſubzeR. 

Onwhich I do not find that many have lighted: 
among Divines, very few. Some Heathen 
Writers have profcfſedly handled it : and from 
oneofthem I take my aime ; yet with thus 
maine difference, that whereas the moft lear- 
ned among them, doe aſcribe all ro the gui- | 
dance of nature, and the precepts of Philoſos | 
by (which, whoſoever followes, ſa:es one, | 


ſhall be ſure ſmoothly to paſſe rherow all the * 
troubles gf this life) the Chriſtian procceds by 
a better and ſafer rulc, by that « moſt ſure 
Word of G © D, to which we muſt take heed, 
as to alight that ſhineth in adark place : to 
wit, inthat darkneſfle wherein all the Gentiles 
walked,till ® the great light ſhone unto them, 
Go ÞD s Law mult dire& ns how to walke, | 
and 
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| and hts Promiſes in the Goſpell, what co be 
3 $| leeve, if we will rightly judge of this or of any 
| other part of our pilgrimage, and take a ſure 
3 courſe for the ayoiding of the troubles, agd 
enjoying the comforts of every of them, 

I make not the ſtrangers from the covenants How hu- 
of promile,our judges ; yet when they'come in | Mane te» 
as witnelles to Divine truth, the authentick ſtimonics | - 
teſtimonies of the Scriptures, I reze@ thern nar. | © be uſcd 

Bur heere it will be neceflary, before we pros | 
ceed any further, for the ſtating of the matter | 
in queſtion, to determine what we meane by 
OLD-AGnz: and then alſo, whether our 
plea be for theage of Old-men, or for their 
perſons. | | 

Touching the former ; In theſe our daies> | What 
Orp-AGz is nor to bee meaſured by the | Old-age is 
yeeres of the moſt ancient befure the flood, 

We arenow in this reſpect, bur as dwarfs to 

them,or as pigmies : bipedales, rwo foot-high, | 
3 \F | or, © asthe Pſalmiſt (peakes, our life is bur | « Plal.3s: 
palmaris, of a hands-breath in compariſon. | , 6, | 
'F | Which made 4d 7acob to confefſe and com- 1Gen, 44+} - 
| plaine that his daics were few, and that he had | 9s | 

|} | 2otarrained to the yeeres of the life of his fa. | 


L 


thers,in the daies of their pilgrimayes: ® fob al. =Y - 
ſo ro ſay, Man that is borne of @ woman, is of few | * CP 14%} | 
daies, And it is certaine that we live now ſcarlc 
the renth part of their time. Our life in this 
old-age of the world,is ſhort, compared with | 
the yeeres of many bruit-beaſts, if ve may be- | . 
leeve Hefiod, who makes the Crow to live 
| thrice ſo long as man, the Hart foure ages- of | 
| | on 
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' Different 
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the Crow, the Raven three of the 'Hart, the 
Phenix nine of the Raven. But Plinie by whom 
Hepods conceit 1s reported, and Ariffotle him- 
ſelfe,yho allowes no animal a longer life then 
man, excepting the Elephant, do account this 
an idle -nd yaine fition. Plinie writes of one 
that lived 150, of another which liyed ten 
above that, a third, 200, another zoe, and fo 
he goes on to an incredible number of yeares, 
Bur in the ſame place (to make what he had 
ſaid good and true)he tells us,that a yeere was 


not the ſame to -them that reported thele | 


things, which it1s tous: ſome among them 
determining one whole yeere by a Summer, 
and another by a Winter : ſome by three 
moneths, as -the Arcadians, ſome by one 
moneth, as the Zgyptians. Bur theſe are 
uncertaine reckonings. Hippocrates makes 
the extreameſt age of man-to be 8g, ® Yarro 
ſaith, Annu oftuage firmus admonet me ut ſarct- 
n4 colligam,antequamegredior e vita,my yeere 
80 (faith he) calls upon me totrufſe up my 
fardles,;and to be ready for my departure, 
Toleavetheſe alſo. The Pſalmilſt hath gi- 
ven us the trucſt dirc&ion, as for ourvſertting 
the boundsof a mans life,fo litevviſe of O 1 7 


AG 8.'* The time of our life is-threeſcoxe | 


yeeres and ten ordinarily he meanes,andin a 
generality, or with moſt men that come ts 
this age: for in the particulars, the diverſity 


of conſtitutions doth make a great difference, . 
and further he adds, that if any man live to. 


80. that age is accompanied with many affli- 
: Qons, 
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&ons, there expreſſed by labour and ſorrow 

I am not ignorant,that ſome Phylitians make 
three parts or degrees of Old-ayge, one from 
5e to 60, another from 60 to 70, and the 
laſt and extreameſt, from 70 to the decrepit, 
But I follow: the Plalmiſt, and from that 
place I gather, that we may reckon him for old, 
that is come to 60. ith the 70. is made the 
terminus or period of mans lite. 4; Qgeſairth 
well, Seneffa,laſſe,non frafte etat veſt, 
the word (Senefta) imports a wearied, not a 
broken age. 

Now in the next place, to the queſtion, 
whether men themſelves thar are in yeeres, or 
the age, be the ſubjeR. of our defence; I an- 
ſwer, the age,and not alwaies the perſon, who 
may be old,and yer nutthe O L D-M a N- wee 
ſpeake of, There are many that in the former 
part of rheir life, haye waſted their vrationall 
powers, in lewdneſle, or at left in idle extraya- 
gant courſes Theſe are not OLD-Msyn 
rightly ſo ealled : nor (indeed) men at all: bur 
E * th'Apoltle termes een) cn beaſts and 

ow bellies, ſuch, having 'livcd in plcaſures, 
were dead while they lived : their Sun is gon 


old-ageis paft,b<tore it comes, They: arethe 
ſame d $.*/ude mentions, and calls corrupr 
trees, twile dead, and plucked up by the roots, 
Honourable age (* (21th che Wiſeman) is not 


is meaſurcd by numbcr of yearcs: but vwildome 


| is the gray-haire to men,and an anſwerable life 
19 
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downe at noone, © 25 the Prophet (peakes,their | 


that -which ſtands in length ot time, nor thar | 


| 


d Seneca * 
Epiſt.26, 


What old- 
men here 


intended; 


« Tit,3,12, 


bd Tim, 
5.6, 
e ler. 1 on 
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? is Old-Age, 1S. Gregory tells us that the Scri 

© Lib,30, | ure ali ihem Ros, which are cond 

| moral. ro ripenefſe by leneth of time,burt them which 

| by gravity become (uch, Non eft quod quems- | 

| | quam propter canos & Tuz as, 8c, 1 how feet | 

. 8 De bre-| notolid-age (8 ſaith Seneca) whenſoeyer th. y 

 vitate vi beholdeſ} gray-hayres and wrinckles; he that 

ta, has no mu1c to p: oove kim anold-man, may 

be granicd to haye becne long, but not to have | 

lived long : for the parr of our life 1ll ſpent, | 

is time and not life. Puer centum anneinn 

b Epif.a0,| ( ſaith * S Bernard) maledifius eſt. Hee thr | 
Epite4 3 lived an 100. _— and is Gul a child, is 

of acurſ*d condition And the Pcet to one un- | 

i Ovid. worthy to be called 2n old-man,* Nequiae | 

Faſt. eft que te non ſinit eſe ſenem, thu mighteſt be 

lib. 1. counted an old-man, wert thou a good man, || 

The cauſe of ſuch men therefore I undertake 

not; but the age I would frze from the wroag |: 
done to it ,and yindicate ins right, Þy provving [Fj 

that in it a rnan may be (though alwayeshe 1s. 
not ſoc ) more happythen'in any of the ocher |J 

29C5$. 

| Th *; doubt I Qual be thonghr ro ſtay rcO long | ( 

" — if got to dwell in the porch of my houſe ) 

of Is | thercfore I will now ſhew you the whote | {1 

Treatiſe, | £..me of this my building, and lead you into 1 F4 

the ſeverall roomes of it; and then hold you 

a whilcaf I may,in theyiew of them, I: 
| Firſt, you ſhall have the frivolous complaints ; I; 

taken up many times by fooliſh' Old-men 
themaſelyes : andthe accuſations brought in 

by others againſt this age, with the anſwers 


thereunto 
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© of this age, in reſpeR of ſundry priviledges, 


houſe, or treaſvry to receive and keepe what- | 


a long time afforded for a greater 
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| any further minſngs or ſabdiyifions : becauſe |. - 


thereunto,in the firſt Booke , which conſiſts of 
foure ſeyerall Chapters. 

The Firſt prooves that Old-Age is nor dil- 
abled for AcT1cn. | 

The Second anſwers the objeRipns tou- 
ching its uncapableneſle of pleaſures, 

The Third ſhewes, thar it is not ſoweake 
an age as iS thought, - | | 

he Fourth and laſt Chapter makes anſwer 

to the imputation of irs beeing neecre to death, 

Secondly,l offer to confideration,the digni ty 


in the ſecond Booke, 


; The Firſt Friviledge is, its being rhe ſtore- 


ſoeyer good in the afore-going ages hath beenc 

brought in. Chap. 1. a4 . 
The Second, is opportunities an y 
n—_ of 


grace. Chap.2. ; | 
The Third,' Honour aboye other ages, 
Chap.3. {70s | | 
The Fourth, Vacancy for priyate devotion, 
Chap 4. - | 
And Laſtly you haye the concluſon, con- |: 
tayning an-exhortation, or admonition to the | 
foure eapable ages, Chap, 5.. | | 
I trouble nor my ſelfe nor my Reader; with | 


it is but a:Duſcourſe. 
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| (ennd in eur eares, we may ſeeme to beare the 


\ raclices murmuring in the wilderneſſe, 
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A Preface to the firſt | 


Booke,conteyning accuſa= || 
tions, and complaints 
againſt Or p-AG 8. 


0 complaine erudgingy or diſ 

coutented'y of the- affli&ions 
W and miſeries 0f thu lije, or ts 
frame accuſations againſt the 
s time in which they befall w , 
} i the property of ignorant and 
wicked men ; of ſuch as bave ne true knowledge 
either ,of God, or of themſelves and their owne 
condition. When any querimonies of this kinde 


voice of Cain, repining agairſ# Godand bis juſt 
precedings. *My pumthment ( ſaith be) is 
greater then J,am able to beare, 'Gy of the IC- 

ac64> 
fon of every want or diftrefe. SY ſhould 
bave complained of the finue be had committed : 
that is, of bimſelſe who bed ſo umnaturaly, fo 
freacherouſly, ſo wickedly faine bis righteous 
brother Abel. And the llraclices d bave | 
knowne and conſidered that their wants and af- 


 fliflions 


— 


—T 
— 


— 


Ydted for [ome exceptions apainſt it ) fall 


Rliflions in the deſart were from the hand of their 
grat ious and laving God, of whoſe love and care 
of them, they had not long before ſo joyſull expe- 
rience in thety miraculous both _ out 
of Ez yÞt, and preſervation at the rea-Sea : all 
Th bad fo - beene more then unthank- 
ful) would have beene freſh in their remen- 
brance. They ſbould bave confidered likewiſe 
that thoſe affliftions were not puniſhments [0 
much as fatherly correffions by which tbey were 
to be ſchooled and nurtured ; being as yet a1e- 
bellious people, unfit and unworthy to become in. 
babitants in that bappy land of Canaan- Both 
Cain (1 ſay) and that people ſhould have turped 
their complaints and accuſations. againſt them. 
ſelves, And [0 all men, of what age ſever, 


Com» 
plainrs 


when the infirmities of this miſerable life lye 
heavy upon them ſhoutd tooke backe ro the fa? | 
puniſhnent of the firſt tranſgreſſion, In the 
{wear of chy tace thou ſhalt eat-thy bread, &'s, 
And againe, Duſt thou art, &@'sc. And alſo to 
their inbred corruption and manifold atfualt fins 
they. ſhould have bad an eye, becauſe they had | 
deſerved the affiiFions of which they complained, | 
a they are puniſhments, and did neceſſarily | 

require them as fatherly chaſtiſements. 
And this one confideration might ſfop the 
moutbes of rbo/e complayners, whether they be | 
ch as before they come to this age (having tu- 
/ it ) ſalve 


z/e account of it ; or Old Men themſelves, un- | | 
wortbily ſo called, which are ever whining and 


ſhould be 


againſt 


onmplaining of their enus Etna gravis ( ſo | 
C 2 PEP fe 


ms 
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oanes-ſ(elfe, | 


| 


| 


þ 
/ 


yl | 


| 


| [we may ſee whether there be ay 
| truth or reaſon ix them. 


they tearme it ) @ burden forſooth hes h hes bes . 
= theri the hi! g/Etms upen their | 
wn” dot multitude q yeare: were the cou'e of al 


But let them goe " both = Fry mob 


other, and not {þ 
wherewith _ Gf edi lead this 42e, abi ; 
the end or period 0), mans pt es ny 
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and the anſwer thereunts, 
Hey diſable this 


3 


in the necefla 


C 2 firabl 


Which comteynes the fir ft imputati on, 


—_— 


age |: 
firſt for imployment | une. 
Fi af. Sia 
faires of this life : as 
| | if men farre growne 
in yeeres, werealrogether unpro- 1 


| 10 


— 


j 


— 


# 
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"Þ ; 
{ 
| 


— 


firable bothin reſpe of God and 
men. ' And is it ſo? are wee in! 
_ 1.” De- | Old-age quite wotne outand good 
_— for nothing 2 certainly. when any; 
| cufith ic, fall into ſuch a debauſhneſe, they] 
\ may thanke rheir.younger yeares 

| fox it. For the provegþ.Iis true, 
| 4&3 umeſt, oi caainiuuens, 
|Tenew. A. hard thing 1115to make: 
him tand-firme 1n -Old-age that 
| fell in yourh. @uis ullam ſperm 
wllins boxi habebit ine, cujus pri- 
BYS | mum temps etatis fuerit ad omnes 
It poſ lib udines divulgatum. Who (2 ſaith 
yeditum. | ane.) can haye hope of any gaad 
|'*n bim, whoſe firſk yeoros. have 

beene ſpent inall manner of luſts 


4 od afficilimum et, (a 

mt ed.) Harditis, Ol -incaaktcr: 
_ continued :cuſtome in viciy 
ouſnciſc, to: be refonued, The 
| $4 Oung- 


- _ 


- 
* 2 


4 
——— 
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- 


| young-mans intemperance mult 
n' Y beare the blarac of his deficiency 
d B-when he is in yecres. His idle- 
PF nefſe in yonth, and waſt of im- 
Y\ſ| ploymentrhen, in honeſt and pro- 
| fitable conrſes, is the cauſe of his 
c, _ for ation when hee is 
&F| aged: I except here the defici- 
keY| ency that comes by fickneſle, or 


at}! any other accident, which may |bili 
mand doth enfecble the youngeſt] pi. 
Y- |to ye 


7-J| and ableft bedy,as we ſeeby 
ly experience. Burtif it ftand thus, 
why is Old-age blamed for that 
which younger yeares bring upon 
to | 

Howbeit wee here ftand'upon 
our deniall, and doubt not toſay 


tr. for Orp-Aor, | Chad.1, 


2.Elder 
yeeres beſt 
fitted for 


thar elder yeares are beſt fired: 
for the greateſt and moſt impor-. 
| tanremployments, and that when* 


comparifon with this, itmay-bee 


] 
; 


Y| the formerages are brought.inta ||- 


' beſt im» 
ploymtts, 


[ 
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eruly ſaid, © Ad7yiegs worSeretus, AN: 


Eagles old 


pole one ſaithmoreplainely, mul- 
tis ſuwvenibus auteFat ſeytx ,cui mens 
adeft gencroſa, An Old-man of 
a . 6s gy 26 is to bee 
preterred before many youpg-. 
- oe 
If wee thould deny this, expe-| 
rience in fundry examples would 


of not a few worthics, who incx: | 
trcame age, either by their natu- 
rall conſtitution, or by their ſo- 
briety and temperance inthe for- 
mer part of their life, or by Gods 
hand and ſpeciall working in 


| lived to 120. 


them, haye heene fir and able to 
mannage great matters. * Moſes 
and then his cyc 
was not dimme, nor His naturall 
ſtrength abated, and how wile, 


-2ge is better thenthe |} 
youth of a Lark. And to thispur={f 


confuteus. Thecxamples (I ſay) | 


- -.- 


| 


_ valiant, 


| valiant, and induſtrious a co 
{ was hero that people? how fajth- 
I full alſo to God in a ſervice { 
dificulr, that whenhe confi rake 
the weight of it, and caft hiseye | 
from it to himſclfe, he drew back, 
as wee know : © Who am Ithatl * 
ſhould goc to Pharoah, &c. Be- 
hold him inthe 3 1,and 32, Chap- 
ters. of Dentrenomie, how hee 
cartycs. himſelfe rowards loſbmns; | _- 
in putting courage into him;\chap. 
;1. verſe. 7, $. and towards the 
Pricſts and Elders, Ibid. v.9,&c. | 
| rowards the whole pcople alſo 
throughout both the Chapters, | | 
and ye ſhall find him, cven then, | 
immediately before his death;rz-/ 
traordinarily ſtrong, ative, and 
every way able forthar great ſr- 
vice. f* Toſhua died at 110; and 
immediately b-farc how did hee [t Jol 
|deſtir him, in that his farcwell i 
ſpeech, 


band 


—_ A 


—_——— 


ſpeech to ſettle the people"in a 
reſolution to ſerve the Lord/to 
forſake the falſe gods, 'and 'to 
knit their hearts to God. - *Caleb 
at '85. wasas ablc both for warre 
and goyernmentas when hee was 
but of 40.yearcs. Cyrw lived toa 
great age: yet when he died;-in | 
his lat words he profeſſed thathe | 
felt himſelfe at thattime no wea- 
ker then in his youth. Irisfaid of 
eAgeſplans, thatbeing extreamly 
eld,” hce was ſcene 1n winter to 
watke barc-foot, and withour his 
garment, that hee might be # pat- 
terne! of patience"to the young 
| | | 5.Gorgius | men. * Gorgrme Leoutinus that had 
3; Iforrates, and many others of rare 
wit for his ſcholſers, being a5sked 
when he was aged 107. why hee 


| would live ſo long; anſweted, 


Dui nihil habeo, quod feneitutem 
arouſem : becauſe( faid he) Thaye 
thing |, 


to 
| to 


kb 


re 


pal. Beok1:, fe or Orn-Acs, chap 
n 2 nothing whercof to accuſe Old- 


| 


age of 6, © Fabins Maximus we 
Ss that being very old, he quit 
himſelfe in watre, as when hewas 
young: and thar he was Awgwy 62, | 


yeares, being'of ripe age whenhe 
entred thar office. '1ſocraes was 
of 94. when he'wretc thar Pane- FE 
thenaicum, and -lived after it 5 


yeares, - Plajd at By. dyed with 


his penne in his hand. /$ hoeles 19 Sobel 
z cles. 'Þ 

if his ſ6anes might have'beene | 

belceved:" eMuffriſeihe King noſe] 


wrote-” tragedies in his 


Numidia, atge, went barefoorand 

covered ot HK head fot  VRe 
or cold. * Wee' may nor'pafſe by 
that werthy Patron of Old-age 


Caro Matſon: ' Plinie” (ayes * 
him; that inhis taft dayes he was 


| obtimys Orater, - optimies Senator, 


optfiimiue Imperatey, 'A moſtelo- 


quan? Otator, a'moft wiſeSchator | 


| 


Maximus | 
*Plin lib, y| 
cap 49, 


7'Fabiua 


| 
8.1ſecrates]/ 
9.Plato. | 


—_—}_ _—_—_—_—————_—  —_— yo c V 
- 
” 


A Plea Chap 
and a moſt valiant and compleat 
Generall, touching whom alſo, 
it is a ſtrong proofe that he hadan 
able body, and was really induſt- 
rious inOld-age, inthateven then 
he learned the Greeke tongue, 
chat moſt copious and hard lan- 
guage. A tedious task for ſuch | 
men :-childrenbcing for this more | 
apt, both becauſe they may bee 
forced tor by diſcipline, andin, 
regard of their flexibleneſſe for! 
pronumtiation, Whence is that 
proverb, ſenjs mutare mores, no-: 
ting adifhiculty if nor an impoſſi- 
bility of brivging Old-mentothe 
childes yoke. Inall-rheſe exam- 

les, ſindiorum agitatio, vite 4quea- 
h f*4ti thatto whichtheir ſtudics 
had for many yeeres been accuſto- 
medand framed, went along with 
them ro their lives end. Eycn as 


the courſe of waters in rivers or | 
ſtreames: | 


— — 


'"F 
— — 


kets for Otp-Acs. Cbap.y* 
ſtreames : *the ſimple ruſtick that 
bcholds them gliding along, con-' 
ceives that the channel} will | 
foofie be dricd up, which not- 
withſtanding holds on inits won- 
ted courſe. So ſorne ignorants | 
when men are growne old, fup- 
poſe they have ſpent their ſtore, 
and thatall is atan end withithem, 
bre they are degeived. For by 
_ uſe the agirationoftlicir wits, 
tes and ations, becomes tiz- 
turall to them, ſo that the cur- 
tent cannot be ſtopr. | 
But for the furt cr pviſeliing 
ofthis point, it would beconſi- 
dered, what rhe workes are in 
which mcn may profitably bee | 
imploycd in this life. Wee will 
takeir as granted, thatthey are ci- 
thet' publique or private. . Lex us 
odkeinto them:bur firſt inthe ge- 


— A 


WS... _Wel_ 


Ki. - 4 Pla Chapa h 

_., Wee may notthinkethat theſe || | 
affaires are managed by badily || 
ſtrength and agility (*che young- 
mans glory ) ſo much as by. the 
vertues and graces of the minde, 
J\ hl the crowne of elder yecres. , An 
1.48 Old-man.ſces better a farre off 
# then; a yayunger.' . So by the) in- | 
| | ward;6yr5 of his minde, he ard 
% | var ks cha other,: both 
[ih ackward; thro EXPETIENCE; | 
i | ug ; Go _ 


and forward by, provi 

| forecaſts --- C 3. Bewirt 
ut prong | What ſhall, wee thinke z is the 
9} ning nel body:madeoftbeduft ofthecarth, 
| bt. | and;ad; d.thither ro rcrurne, 
of greater ule and abilitythenthar 


- 


man a ng 4 
Wl} Thefoutes| *F-PIP A many the ZonIc s, tha | 
| | Tho Glebe which che body ( before 
\f | bur 25 a livelciſe ſtatue or 1maye ). 
recciv'd. life, when by the Spirir | 


- 


of God it was breathed into, it ;- 
| through 


_ = : _ 


Eg th 4 ap - ic - <= Oo 0» Ou eD_ etc» >. eOoxx— —— I wo = tte toon OG no 


ki, ll FO 


| TT for Qua-Aos. ge: « 


butrary all living 
- reus onely with life, | 


Y* 2. TS I... 


Le 


tf xy 


rhrovgh which alſo man- became 
creature, be- 


ag furni 
- ſenſe and reaſon, = withall 
the indowments that might make 
him like to his Creator?thar ſoule, 


the lofle whereof our Saviour tells 


us canno way be recompenſede 
the ſoule which Phyſirians define 
to hee principium "a canſa fun this- 
mum viventis corporis : the otigi- 
nall and cauſe of the funions er 
offices of the living body * Cer- 
tainely the body to the "mind i is 
bur a mcere inftrument, no-more 
mw the axe or the hammer to- 
rne Carpenter. 
Is. want of bodily ſtrengrh any 
great diſparagement 2 why, 
gives this ftrengeh ofiegi to the 
wicked whom he regards not.and 
times morethen to his deere 


ren, Yea,many brute beafts, | 
as 


Abilities |* 
of the bo] 


— —_— > —— 
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H_ | A'Plea 


asthc Lion, H Hart, Elephant, Bull, 
Camell and ſome others, go farre 
beyond men in thisgift, * Chry-}| 
ſoffome therfore expoſtulates with ll 
ſuch as are proud of their bodily 
ſtrength in this manner, Arr — 
ſtrong and lifted up d| 
thereof 2 Itell theethar thre 
whereof thot vaunteſt is baſe : 
for the-Lyon is bolderthers thou, | 
and 'the Bore ſtronger : gn rob. 
bers, theeves, and rn 
thine owne ſervants Gab As, 
excell thee, and doft thou then 
count this a thing ſo much to be 
eſteemed? And as for agility and 
ſwiftneſle, wert thouas nimble as 
CAſart, yet the Deere and Hare | 
_ | would out-ranne thee,” _ + | 
God hath made us men: and 
therefore. extreame folly if is to 
boaftofthar, orto make any great = | 


account of it, wherein the” very 


—C————— et tit. AOn EE es 


DP Te ne ——— 


beaſts .goe before us. God hath 
made us Chriſtians : let us know 
our place and condition, and not 
ch © think that the want of ſuch things 
ly © as the Heathen have excellca us 
>u | in, doth diſable us to doe our Cre- 
d| ator ſervice in whatſoever cal. 
o | 


ul, 


ling. . Letus obſervethe counſell 
b of him that adviſes us, when 
we have this bodily ſtrength, to 
uſeit: when it leaves.us, to count | 
[it no great want or loffe,. 

| © The Philoſopher tells usthat 
great and ſtrong men ordinarily 
have leſſe wit and wiſedome then 
others, in which refpe& we may 
with Themiſtecles, liken many of 
them to the ſword-fiſh, which 
hath a weapon bur is heartlefle, 


, 


d 
1 
; 
| 


terthen that foole of Salomons, in 
whoſe hand there js a price, bur 
his heart failes him. Great | 


pBook.t, for O- Ack, Chap.1, 


they proove many times no bet- | 


© þ D ſtrengrh | 
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| Nor all, 
nor . the 
beſt aRi- 
ons In 
bodily 
ſtreggth, 
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ſtrength of the body: no, nor 
| the greateſt and moſt profitable, 


| init: yer doth he alone morefor 


ſtrength when wiſedome and 
grace is not an{werable, breedes 
ſuch a ſpirit in men as was in La- 
mech, Nimrod, Goliah, the Ana- 
chims, and the like giants, Iris 
not the vaſt bjgneſle or largeneſſe 
of the body that makes a man 
compleat, but . the largenefle of 
his heart, as in Salomep, 1 Kings, 
4029, 

All a&tion confiſteth not in the 


Heethar in a ſhip ſitsatthe ſterne, 
not mooving out of his place, 
though his bodily paines be not 
ſo great as of others who labour 


the bringing of all ſafe to the ha- 
ven, then all thereſt. This ther- 
fore muſt be held as a ſure Max- | 


Moſtgood 
done ; 0 


ime;that moregood is done bythe 


the mind.] endeavours of the mind, then by | 
| 


bodily 


— 


. 
-\ - 
*- ® 
pe — 
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| 


Book.1, for Od-Aor. Chap.1; 


bodily force. © Where nocoun- 
{ell is ( ſaith the wiſe-man) the 
people fall, bur where many 
counſellors are there is health. 
And againe, © without counſel! 
thoughts come to naught: bur in 


is ſtedfaſtnefle. 

Experience is faid to be ſtul. 
torums maziftra, and ſo indeed it 
is: for it makes them wiſe who 


| | before were nothing leſle, f Art 


teacheth onely generalls : expe. 
rience informes us in particulars : 


which is the beſt and ſureſt know- | - 


| 


14 


ledge. 8 Now the Poet tells us, 
==-ſeris enit uſus ab anni, 1t is 
multitude of yeares that makes a 
man experimentally and truely 
wiſe. 

Hereit will be objeed: Js all 


| counſel] then Jockt up in the 


breaſt of the aged? may not 
'D2 _ yourg- 


the multitude of counſcllors there | 


Expericce| 
4 good 


teacher. 


t {rif}.lib 
I: Met apb. 


x Ovid, 
Met6- 


morph, | 
Oldage | 


hath the 
deſt op. 
portunt= 
ties for 
wiſedeme 
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young-men be able to give ad- 
vice. I anſwer, Yes, but wee 
ſpeake comparatively, and ſay 
| onely, that Old-men have better 


then the younger, and yet the 
Philoſopher doubts not to aver, 
that a young-man wanting time 
| | 
and experience, cannot be wiſe, 
ſo wiſe as I underſtand it. But 
further I anſwer, that my ſpeech 
| tends not to the diſabling of any : 
onely it would free the age I treat 
of, from diſgrace and contempt, 
Howlſlocver there is an inſtance 
thar will extort from us aconfeſ- 
ſion of thus much atthe leaſt, thar 
| when the counſell of the aged 


| hath bcene rejeRed, and the ad- 


vice of vounger men preferred 


beforcit, the ſucceſſe hath beene 
very unhappy, Ir coſt {we know) 


| Rehoboam farre the greater part 


— 


A; Plea - Chap.1, 


meanes and opportunities for it 


of ' ® 
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\ 


of his Kingdome, 


But againe, ſome man hap'ly 
will ſay tharthe Old-mans weak- | þ 


neſſe and inſufficiency ſeizes not 
onely on the body, bur pofleſles 
the mind alſq. I anſwer, firſt 
b with St. Texom, that Old-men 
inſtruted in youth in the liberall 
artes, and exerciſed inthe medi- 
tation of the law of God day and 
night, thereby become through 
their age, more learned ; by uſe, 


more ſetled ; by ſucceſſion of | 


time, more wiſe: and doe reape 
moſt ſyſtete fruit by their long 
continued ſtudies. D#iſcipulus eſt 
priorss poſterior abes, ſaith Sentca, 
the following day ever learnes of 
the precedent, Nunquarm ita 
quiſquam ſubdut?#i ratione ad wi- 
tam fuit, quin,8&c, i Never (ayes 
the Comick) was any man ſocx- 


a& in reſolving of the frame and 


| D 3 courſe 


q 


Learning 
increaleth 
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courſe of his life; whom either 
new OCCUrrences, or age, Or Ex- 
perience did not aſſiſt with ſup- 
ply, and adde ſomewhat for the 
profiting of his judgement, and 
reſolution, minding him of that | 
whereby he perceaved that what| 
he thought he knew, he knew not, | 
and what hee held to be his beſt| 
| way, after triall hereje&ed as not| 
* Selim. | {ogood. £ Another ſaith of him- 
{elfe, Tnegorw Sat rd Sdroniu ©, 
as) grow in yeares I grow inlear-| 
rag ning and knowledge. Againe I 
moſt in | anſwer, that where the defets 
the body, | and failings of Old-age are fully 
and elegantly ſet forth, as Eccleſ. 
12. there is mention onely of bo- 
dily defeAs: or ifof the mindes 
infirmities alſo, they are ſuch as 
proceed from the deficiency of 
the bodily inftruments, which (I 
confeſſe) decay by Old-age: ſo| 
; ” as | 


—_} 


Book.1. for Otp-Acs. Chap. 1. 28 | 


asneither the inward nor outward 
ſenſes can doe their office ſo well 
P Fl | as otherwiſe they might, bur all 
this is to be imputed to the body, 


d| and nct to the mind, and the 
l young-man in that place ſtandes 


charged with it, as with the ef- 
F fes and fruits of his wildeand 
1 | unbridled carriage. ' Seneca ſaid |'Epife.26, 
of himſclfe, won ſentio i” animo 


etatis injuriam, to my minde my 

@ | yeares are no prejudice at all. 

T f] Comcwe nowto the particu- 
| lar obje&s of mens indeavours 
* {| afore mentioned. In the firſt 
Y | place wee will conſider of pub- 
l lique affaires, andthey are etther 
"|| civill in the common-weale, or 
| |eccleſiaſticall in the body ſpiri- 
SF |tuall, or Churchof God. | 
f Publiquecivill affaires may be | = 
[ diſtinguithed by the times of - 
? If [peace and warre, When there 
7 ) D 4 Is es 
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Old-men 
ot beit ulc 
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Bookn, APlea Chap 


is peace, queſtionleſſe the gowne! 


| ( which beſt fits the Old-mans | r 


uw peace, | hacke) is preferred before the |! 


| {word, ſhield, or helmet, as of | « 
| greater uſe for that time, Peace | 1 
and proſperity, if extraordinarily |! 
| wiſe governours be not as aſtrong|Þſ | 
| bit to hold menin, is the mother|Þ] | 
| and nurſe of innumerable vices. | 
! Sodons and Gomorrah are ſpeciall | 
| inſtances. Inpeace thereforefor | 
| the reprefling of infinite enormi-|fþ | 
; ties, the greateſt wiſedome is re- |} | 

quired, and where will that be 
found if not in the aged, in the 
| grave Senate, which hath-its de- 
oi a ſenibus, from Old-\ | 
| 


men? The ſageft and wilſeſt a-|ſ 


| mong the Jſraclites were tiled, 
the Elders of the children of 1i- 
racll. The 24. which fate round 
| about the throne, ( Rev. 4 4+) 
| were Elders, and upon that place 

| ® ONE) 
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m one faith, that whereas gever-; 

ning, inſtruQing, judging, coun- 
ſclling arc neceflary in every lo- 
\ ciety ; Old-menare the firteit for 
the reverence of their age, ripe- | 
[nefſe of judgement, gravity of 
| carriage, experience 1n many 
things, and not leaſt, for their 
freedome from perturbations, and 
| quictnefſe of their mindes;. for 
the Old-man hath overcome his 


them,ſaith " Philo, and fois crow- 
|nedas a conquerour, Prov.16.31. 
The 28. likewiſe, of which 
Lycurous made choice for his 
aſſeſſors, were Old-men: ® 4- 
riſtotle tells us that for the coun- 


i ſell-table and ſeat of judgement, | 
wiſedome and experience are ne- | 
ceſſary, and thar theſe are to be | 


found chiefly in Old-men. 46.7. 
polit cape7 In the time of peace 
therefore 


| carnall Juſts, and trivmphs over | 


; = Perer, 


ae legat. 
' Gd Cain. 


o® Plutary, 
i vita Li- 
C Br . 


wa 


ke pr —S_— 
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l 


Old-men 

beſt Gene- 

| ralls in 
Walrc, 
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| by his wiſe delayes reſtored Rowe |. 


_ 4 
es... —_ ——_——_O—— 
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Chap « Book, 
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therefore that muſt be admitted, _ 


cedant arma toze, Now touching 
warre, Jr may be thought that bo + 
young-men who are full of hot\ 


blood, and have quicke and ftir. | cnc 
ring ſpirits, are the onely aQtors ||; <* 
forthis employment, and to with- - 


ftand the enemy. But neither FAY 
may this be granted, unlefle we || \” 
thinke that Caius cAtinutius was || | Y* 
a better Generall then uy. Fabius 
cAlaximuw, whom old Exniu 
honours with this encomium, 
wn us homo nobis cunttando reſtituit 
rem : that heewas the man, who 


to Rome ncere loft by the other 
raſh, heady, young __ Or 
that he was out, who being asked 
whom he counted the beſt leader | 
of his time, ſaid, Pyrrhws were he 
old-enough. Or that Pauls A- 
wilizs knew not what hec _ 
and { 


ka: for Oro-Aon, Chipa 3 * | 


and did ; who when he had with |; 
labour and difficulty (through | 
which his forces grew weary 
and weake ) broken in upon his 
enemies that were ſtrongly en- 
camped ; and was wiſhed by Na- 
fica preſently to ſet upon them z 
made anſwer, that ſo hap'ly hee 
ſhould, were he of his age and 
ycares, a man ſo young. 

What is the number of armed 
men, bethey never ſo ſtrong and 
valorous, when they are not go- c—_ | 
verned by wife and ſtayed Cap-'! ſellers forl | 
taines? or when the table of | ware. 
counſellors of warre doth not be- 
fore hand, and afrer, during the 
ſervice; upon due conſideration 
of all circumſtances of ſucha bu- 
ſinefle, adviſe and dire what is 
to be done? What isit (1 ſay) | 
bur as a great flocke of ſhec 
without a wiſe and watchful 


ſhea- 


4 
2 


Tl 
| 
pb 
4 
; 


| 


| 


b — 


| 1” x King, 
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ſh-pheard, purſued and worried [\— 
by woolves ready to devoure 
them 2 Even like to that which | = 
befell ? King Ahab and all If: || 
raell, when having refuſed the by 
wiſe counſell of Michaia, hee | he 
would needes be ſwayed by the 
falſe advice of the falſe Prophets, 
touching his going to Ramoth Gz. 
lead ? They were as the Pro- 
het had toreſcene, and foretold 
they ſhould be, ſcattered upon 
the mountaines, as ſheepe that had | 


no ſhepheard. 
Thys in the civill ſtate: how | 
in the Church of God 2 Heere 
the Miniſters of the Goſpel! are 
the worke-men, the men of A c- | 
TI ON, Touching whom it is to | 
| be conſi dered, both what is re- | 
quired of themin theirplace and | 
funRion, and alſo how farre Qld- 
age diſables them for it. 


PN 7-7 ARR | 


—>- _— > —_—— i. tt _— 


Thetaske or worke, which in- 
deedis of great weight, and of no 
lefſe difficulty, is enjoyned them 
by their Maſter, the 4 great ſhep- 
heard of the ſheepe, the Lok Þ 
]z sus : andtherfore his Word 


| 


office or charge is ſet forth unto 
us in Scripture, by divers fmili- 


tudes: for the Miniſter is com- 
pared, 


flocke of God which s amonz 
you, taking the overſyght thereof, 
&c. So four Saviour te Peter - 
Loveſt thou mee more then theſe_ ? 
and againe, Loveſt thou mee_,&C. 
and the third time, Loveſf thou 


mee more then theſe? then. feed, 
feed, feed, Hee had denied his 
Maſter three -ſeverall times: 
thrice therefore he is queſtioned 


| 


for 


A 
- 


Book. for Oo-Acs. Chapat.| 34 | 


muſt be the rule of it. Now the | 


Firſt, to a Shepheard, and his | :Toshep. 
worke to feeding. * Feede the} 


| 


— 


The Mit 
niters 
worke a | 
wetghty 
taske, 
| q Heb.13, 
20, 


| Miniſters 


| compared 


| heards, _- } 
r1 let.s. 
2, 


iToh.21, 
I'Fs 


—_— 


| 2To Buil- 
| | ders, 


't13ToHuſ 
|} band-men 
'1|* bid. 
t 7 Jer.4, 


| alfoto Chriſt, who by prayer had 


Book —_ - Chap. 


for it, And three ſtrict com- 
mands of feeding he receives, by 
| obedience whereunto, hee muſt 

proove himſelfe a true convert, 
As *in another place, when thou 
art converted, ſtrengthen thy 
brethren, namel:; by feeding, that 
muſt be an evidence both of his 
repentance, and thankfullnefle 


ſtengthened his faith. 


Secondly »to a Builder, that 


* x Cor. 3, 


muſt lay Cux1sr)Jnsus for 
the foundatien, and build upon it 

gold, ſilver, and pretious ſtones, 

not wood, hay, ſtubble. 

Thirdly, to * a Husband-man : 

ſach an one as labours carcfully, 

diligemly, painefillly to plow 
up the fatlow-ground of mens 

hearts, and to ſow good ſeed, not 


s I Pet.. * 


corruptible, but the * incorrup- 
tible ſeed, the ſeed of regene- 


23s. 
| 


ration, 


— 


_— — 
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ration, which lives and abides 
for ever : whereas all fleſh is 
eraſſe which withers and fades 
away . 

Fourthly, to *a Watchman 
thar muſt give account; whoſe 
foule ( tremble we at it) lics in | 
pawne for the ſoulcs of the peo. 

> 

Fiftly, to a Steward, Þ afaith- 
full and wiſe ſteward, whom his 
Lord makes ruler over bis houſe- | 
hold, to give them meate in due 
ſeaſon: to divide the word a- 
nghr, and to give every one his. 
portion. 

Sixtly, to an Embaſflador for 
Chrift, a moſt honourable ſer- 
vice:a ſervice of greateſt conſe- 
_ to the ftate of the King- 

ome of Heaven, 

To bee a Shephcard of 
Caux1srs flocke, a Builderof 
| Hs 


| 


W— —_ 


= \—_ — —- 
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H x s houſe or Temple : a Hug] 
| bandman in H xz s husbandry, a 
Watchman to H1 s people, aj 
Steward to H t s family,an Em-® 
baſſador ro H 1 w ; it is indeedalM 
| great and: a hard taske: and nt 
21%? Who is ſufficient for theſe Þ#t 
things 2 Not the Old-man, will | 
ſome ſay : hee is too weake wy 
Old-men | beare ſo great a burden. True it JM 
= o hy isthat 7» Sggeſto, in the pulpit or. | 
pulpic as | Unarily he may nor ſtand 1n com-|f 
young, pariſon with youngcr men, whoſe pls 
fides are ſtrong and able for alc 
nv 2 ſonne of thunder, || 
which name (ſaith Sr, apy ) 
was given to Tames and Tohn fs mn 
13ecgw, for the ſtrength of their 
| Voice, Yer wee reade of Neſtor, 
old Neor, that from his mouth, 
even j1 extreame age, melle dul- 
cior fiutbat oratio: that his ſpeech 


even then was {weet, pleaſing and 
delightfull, | 


' 5 —_— _ ——— —— 
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IugJdclightfull, Ir is indeed the Old- 
7, a0 0ans decorum, his grace, to ſpeake 
- afj{ccording to his remper, ſoftly, 
m.fand with alow voice. His ſpeech 
{,{muſt be grave and ſhort, (* ſaith 
nc (St. Auſtin) grave (as I under- 
ſefitand it) becauſe hee ſpeakes 
11] with authority : - and ſhort for 
o {| want of ftrength and breath. Yet 
it may he doe it, if not with Neſtor, 
. {ſwectly,profitably at rhe leaſt, 
|| The checfe part of the Mini- 
|{ſteriall office (1 grant) is prea- 
|{ching by voice, by meanes wher- 
of, more ordinarily faith is 
wrought, and men brought into 
 Chriſts ſheepe-fold: for faith is 
by hearing. Yet it will not be | 
denied, that the Word of God is 
taughtalſo, yeaand preached, by 
the penne; elſe why did <Aoſes 
write thoſe five bookes 2 and the | 


«in Plal, 
T3. 


ſteriall 
funQion, 


by pen, 


Prophets write and publiſh their 
| E / ' pro- \ 


pn 


Preaching 
the chit» 
feſt Minis! 


Preaching 


by 


38 | 


| 


] 


ht. 


The pen 
goes fur 
ther then 
the voice. 
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| Bapti## ( who was the woice of one | 7 


prophecies 2 and rhe Apoſtles v7; 
penne and ſend abroad to thefnor 
Churches, ( which by voice in 
preſence they had planted ) the 
hiſtory of the Goſpell and their 
Epiſtles 2 and after them the Bi- 
ſhops and inferiour Paſtors of the 
primitive Church their writings, 
of which (we know) the Church 
of God hath had, and {till hath fo Ji 
great and profitable ufe. Jr may 
be truely ſaid, that bookes have 
winges, and flie abroad into all 
parts of the world, whereas the | 
ſound of the voice reacheth not] 
farre, And it is well obſerved, 
that the tranſlating of the old- 
Teſtament into greeke by the 
Septuagint, was a Written prea- 
ching, which prepared the way 
for Chiiſt among the Gentiles, 
as the vocall preaching of 7oehs 


——— —— 


oe ___erying 


— 
- 


— 


.1Book.t. for Olp-Act, Chap.1; 
s frying in the wilderne(ſe ) did a- 
eInmong the Jewes. 


nj Now ior this kinde of prea- 
e Iching, that 1s, for writing, Old- 


©Y 


r gc is the firreſt and ableſt part of 


- Imans life. 
ef Te!ll mee not what thou haſt 


» Sheard and read, and onely fo, bur 
1 what after thy hearing and rea- 
ding, thou haſt often raken into 


Old-age 
firecit for 
writung, | 


| 
1 
|] 


4; Theſ,s 


thy deepeſt meditarions, *tryed 
find found to be the truth, in this | 
orthar point; ſetled in thy judge- 
Iment; fixed inthy memory ; em- 
Ibraced in thy affeRions ; then, a 
long time praiſed in thy life and 
ations; and ſa madc it to betru- 
Ily thine owne. This, and onely 


»——-— — ro ew 
* 


What 15 


truc lear- 


this, is 11ghtly called learning : 
and for it the Ancients will be 
beſt provided, by reaſon of the 
long time they have had to pro- 
fir their meditations and writings, 
Y Rm 


| n:ng, 


ee ED <-—— = 
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Old Men 
| belt furni- 
| hed tor | 


| | wriung, 


| 


I 7. 
| 
X 


| 


x : Tiny 


* Horat,in 
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by their continual! private corF'. 
reQions and retraRations : whictl 
are leflc offenſive then the pub 
lique: and fo they will be thef® 
ableſt men for keeping the Preſſe? 
in worke, obſerving the rule of 

the Poct, * Novam4, prematur i : 
annum. al 

As therefore the Apoſtle will 

have Timothies youth to be no -1 
 diſreſpet to his Miniſtery : ſof'® 


wi 


muſt younger men be intreated}" by 


not to rob *frthe Elder of his duel 
honour, when hee labours in the 


word and doQtrine, though not , 


by a vocall preaching ſo much, 
( by reaſon of bodily weakneſſe 


| yet by writing, for which he may 


be better furniſhed then others, : 
even by his age. For having in ; 
his younger dayes beene induſt. 


rious, taught by the Piſmire (to \ 


which Salomen ſends us) by his 
former! 


tt 
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a Jormer labours to provide forthe 
inter of his life; and learned of 
a, $!'© Bce, to ſtore-up the word, 
Fveeter then honey, and ſo be- 
aome a Scribe, inſtructed ro the 
offfingdome of God; hee brings 
;forth of his treaſury things both 
new and old. Jf hee have beene 
j{dlein his youth, it is youths faulr, 
$"9t to be impurcd- to Old-age. 
for 8 how canſt thou find that 
when thou art old,which in youth 

. {thou laidelt not up 2 
Hitherto it hath beene prooved 
fithat elder yeares diſable not for 
publique ſervice,citherin Church 
for Common-weale. Now tric 
we whether thelike may be made 


Ic 


eRccleſ, | 


25, 


. 


700d, touching private buſineſles, 
They are domeſticall or perſo- 
nall. 
Firſt of affaires in the family. 
[We may not thinke thatthe houſe 
E 3 thrives 


Old-age 

ficteſt for 
ordering 
families. 


| 


| 


- 
bl. 4 
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thrives and proſpers onely or 
chiefely, by the royling labours 
of ſuch as in ithave ſtronger bo- 
dies, and doe more ſervile works. 
| The Maſters knowl2dge for or- 
| derirg every buſincſle: his eye 
' for overſight: his authority for 
' holding every one to his taske: 
' his wiſedome and diſcretion in 
\ governing all that are under him: 
his aMduity in prayer, for ableſ- 
| fing upon all their indeavours: 
| and laſtly, his inſtruting them 
' ( according to his meaſure of 
\ knowledge, ) that they may un- 
derſtand themſelves, and doe 
what is required in their ſeverall 
places; firſt inobedience to God 
their greatmaſter,that hath called 
ther" thezeunto, and then alſo to|{|c 
him whom God hath ſer over|f|p 
them : that they may doe their 
worke Þ not with cye-ſervice ,but 


| | 


—m— 


— 
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in ſinglen:(ſe of heart, as unto 
Chrift, and as the ſervants of 


Chriſt. Theſe things are cheefe- 
ly condncing to the welfare and 
proſperity ofa family, 

When theſe duties of the Pa- 
ter-familias are omitted, God is 
excluded from building the 
houſe: and ſo that houſe hath a 
miſerable downe-fall, ichey all 
labour in waine that build it. And 
I contrariwiſe, theſe thinges duly 

erformed, arethe moſt neceſſary 
and ſtrongeſt pillars to uphold the 
family. Now for theſe Old-age 


is everthe fitteſt, in regard of its | 


endowments afore mentioned, 
And heere, becauſe ( © as one 
faith) ir is adull and livelefſediſ- 
courſe that wants examples for 
{proofe of whar is ſaid ; let us ſee 
how this point may be excmpli- 


fied. 
E 4 Abraham 


What beſt 


aa houſe, 


iDlal.co7. 
I, 


| 


builds upf 


| 
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Old men | « Abraham was 140.yearesold,, I co 
Gorer) | when heetooke that wiſe and re: 
nours of [ipious courſe, for the placing of I fi 
amilies- \his ſonne 1ſaack in marriage, the Ir 
'| x Abraba;} moſt important bufineſle of a fa- I} ta 
| mily: (which wrought on Re-F['n 
ecks, that holy paſſionexpreſled, || F 
Gen.27.46. Iam weary of my life | 
fer the daughters of Heth : rf Tacob 
take a wife of the daughters of || « 
Heth , like theſe of the daughters h 
of the land, what availeth it mee ||| \' 
3 1/aacks | 2þat 1 live ? ) In like manner 1ſaack ||| 
when hee was old, and his eyes 
. | dimme with age, provided ( in 
| this kinde) for that his ſonne ||| | 
3 Zaacob. | Tacob, In Tacob, the father of 12. || | 
ſonnes, wee ſhall ſee a worthy ex- 
ample of an able Pater-familias, 
eventhen when yeares were mul. 
tiplied upon him ; if wee behold 
| him, Gen. 48. and 49. Chapters, 
| how when his ſonne Toſeph was 
Mrs | * come : 


| "7" "7 hn 


——————C 
— 
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come to doe the duty of anobe- 
dient and- gracious ſonne, to his | 
ficke, and now dying father ; hee " 
ce N rouſes. himſclfe. up in his bed, 
- | takes ſtrength -both of body and 
- f minde, and in'that ſtrength. ( as a | 
> | Prophet ): forcrells, what would | | 
? | be the lot or condition of-every | 
2 | one of his children, even rothe 
"4 | comming of Chriſt : ' transferring 
the right of the firſt borne, both 
touching the inheriting the double 
portion in Caraaz ( otherwiſe due 
toihis eldeſt ſonne Ruben, Deut.21. | 
The -cauſe whereof is expreſt, " 
| Chap.49.v.14..) to the two ſons [# 
of. Joſeph, Ephraim and CA anaſſes : 

[and alſo concerning the dignity 

| (the other partof the firſt-bornes 

| right) to'7«da, in whoſetribethe 
| authority and power for governe- 

*{ ment was conſtantly ro remaine, | 
to the comming of $4:loh : ſo ” 

1 ne | 


"I 


| 


—— 
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| | Man caſt 
| | 10g up his 
| ] accompt a 
weighty 

| worke, 


i 


nn 


Book.t. 


the zeſt as in theſetwo Chapters: 
David is another example, he was 
old, and a Ying man, when. hee 


| gave order for the .ſctling of Sale. 


mon in the kingdome: a moſt im. 
portant: buſineſle '(-not poliricke 
onely but domeſticke) mantaged 
by him with great wiſedome and 
courage, as weimay obſerve !in 
every circumſtance of it: hisage 


| wasnglet. One example more: 


Appius Claudias cacus being of a 


grcat age and blind alſo, moſt | 


carefully and wifely governed a 
numerous family, conſiſting of 4. 
fonnes, ' and 5. daughters ,'"and 


many ſervants, having alſo nota ' 


: Gen So | 
few clients belongingto him. |: | 


paſſe by. other particulars of lefſe 
importance, What thinke we of 


. And now whit ſhall we ſay to | 
mens pcrſonall affaires? are Old- | 
men unable to manage them 2 I 


that | 


: Book;t. for Orp-AGB, Chap.t, 48 


that greateſt and weighticſt worke, 
thar any man can take in hand in 
this life 2 onroften, or rather dai- 
ly caſting up. our account, and 
\making our peace with God ? 
that au neceſarium, the thing | 
that chalengerh our moſt earneſt | 
and moſt attentive thoughts and | 

ſtudics ? the thing to which our | 
whole life is:deſtined 2 the bufi- * 
nefle which who ſo negleRs, all 
his labours under the ſunne will 

profit him nothing at alle ſhall 

we, can wethinkerhatthe ſervants | 
of God ( forof ſuch Old-men we ola-Men 
ſpcake all this while ) when they pn 
are growne in ycares, and have {,.;. x | 


their ace | | 
ſerved him lone, doewaxe worle compe, [| 


| apd worſe by their long continu- | 

| ance in their faithfull ſervice © | 
they in whom the graces of Gods ; 

| Spirit have had their increaſe 

| yeare after yeare for along lj _ e 

| that 


| j | 


— 


| — 


| 
| 


| Gods pro. 
| miſes beſt 
| apprehen 
| ded by 


b-- 
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God cas] doth God caſt off an old ſervant 
nor cf an| that hath beene fairhfull unto him, 


old {eryar, 


| Koa ſuch an one he will ſay, ® well done 


thar they, after all this, ſhall be 
the weakeſt and moſt inſufficient 
for this worke of their account ? 


or extinguiſh that fire of grace, 
which hath beene ſo long in kind. - 
ling and increafing 2 No,no; to 


good ſervant and faithfull , &c. 
cenaincly whom God onceloyes, 
he loves co the end : and his gifts 
arc without repentance. | 
For this, David prayes Pſal.71. 
with faith and aſſurance of ob. | 
taining. vV.9. Cait mee not off in 
the time of old age : forſake mee not. 
when my ſtreneth faileth, and after, | 


7 pry; | concerne our ſalvation, is it not 


v.18. Now alſo when I am eray-. 
headed, ferſake me not. | 

Againe, touching our appre- | 
henſfion of Gods promiſes, which 


| 


———— w— — 


moſt ; 


er eI— 


and the race neere runne? yes 
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moſt eager and ardent, moſt hun- 
ering andthirſting inclder ycares, 
when the good fight is fought, 


certainely, Wee may have aneye 
before to the promiſed inheri- 
tance, and to the recompence of 
reward with <Aoſes : but then, | 
in Old-age, obwys ulns, with 
reached forth armes we embrace 


now leneft thou thy ſervant depart, 


it. Then, Come Lord Teſu : then 
out hand is onir, as it were: then 
we ſay with aged St; Paul, Now 


Then we earneſtly endeavour to 


hence ferth i layed up for mee,&c. | 


” 


[ 


that which is before us, and more 


refigne aur. ſclves tro God, Lord, 


&c. The motion of cach body 


things that are heavy ( we know) | 
| are 


is according to the quality of it: | 


= . 
WC Ew In -_ - , -  -  Inmoo— ooo oa ow +  — ———, -— — ew - 
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neere us; preſſing hard rowardsthe | - 
marke : then with old Simeon, we ! 


; Old-mens/ | 


morian to 


heaven 


the fron, 


geſt, 


. . 
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| 
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{are carried downewards : that 
| which is light, ſoares upwards, 
{ fo the nnregenerate, the natural] 
' man, being carthly, and ofa lum- 
| piſh quality, finkes downe till 
| lower and lower, even towards 
h<11, till he is converted, and al- 


nation; and the neetrer he is to 


moves, if grace preventit not. So, 
on the contrary, the man that is 
ſpirituall, being alſo heavenly, 
moves towards heaven,and there- 
fore the necrer he approzches to 


that his place (as in Old-age) the 
ſtronger will his motionbe. An 
Old-man knowes thar he 1s at the 
end of the day, for which he1s hi- 


red ro worke in Gods vineyard: 
and therefore the time of his 


tered in his condition and incli- | 


2 his owne place, the faſter hee | 


worke being neere upon expiring; 
he willbeftjrre him, leaſt death as 
wo the 


FU 
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thenight overtake him, and pur an 
end to his day or life, before his 
worke be at an end ; hee will be | 
carcfull ro obſerve that wiſe and | 
neceſſary precept. ® Whatſoever | *Ecclel.g. 
thy hand ſhall finde to doe, dveit with 
all thy power: for there is neither | 
worke, nor invention, nor knowledge, | 
nor wiſedowe in the grave. whither 
thog go:ft, He will labour (Pas | 2Col.4.z, 
|the Apoſtle exhorts) to redeeme | - 
the pretious time formerly neg- | 
leted and loſt, ( as who loſes not | 
much) and thus his age is ſo farre 
from diſabling him for this work, | 
|as that it is to him a ſpectall pre- | + } | 
monitor, that doth are vellere, | 
and call upon him to be prepared | 
for his diſſolution 3 and who then | 
would complaine of fo helpful! ; 
a companion, or be weary of him, 
or acculc him of inability. | | 
| And heere now this alſo muſt | | 
F- +. L.4 
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| God laies 
no more 
! on any 
| { age then 
| | what its 
able to 


Pf 


Every age | be conſidered, that every age or 
hath pro» 


ploymets.| ferent from the reſt, ſo likewiſe a 


1 will thence receive no diſgrace : 


| $3 'Book.1, A Plea Chapuls 


— _— 


different calling and employment, 
ortaske. There is one of child. ' 
hood, another of youth, a third of 
ripe age : and Old-age differs 
from them all. Ir were unreafſo- 


nable to expe that of a child, | 
which is required of young-men : 


| longs to a greater growth : ſo nei- 

ther moſt every thing that any of 
the former ſhould doe,be required 
of Old-men. 

To grow towards a conclufion 
ofthis point; Iſay further, if/we 
grant that ſome inability for aQi- 
on1sto be found inthis age, yet it | 


nor hathany man in yeares cauſe 


 tocomplaine in that behalfe. For | ' 


God 1snot to us as Pharaoh tothe 
| Iſraelites : 


—_——_ 
— — >. a 
—— 


| 


or that of young-men which be- | 
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| 


{ 


|poralland painefull ſervice about 


'&ithe age of 50. When Moſes was 


} poſts anneſus ſecubat arms. Nei- 
the migh& any be forced to be = | 
F o.-8 _ the\ 
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Iſrachtes : he is no. exator, hee 
lajes no. more upon any man or 
age, then he inables himro beare : 
except it be in caſe of his difa- 
'bling himſelfe , by looſing his 
talent, 4 God was ſo indulgent 
to the Levites, as that their cor- 


[the Tabernacle, ſhould determine 
'and be no. more required, after 


'old, Tofbua was appointed to be 


'for him. When EZ grew aged 


and weake , God provided that 
' Samuel ſhould ſupply his defeRs, 
| $*. Auſtin when he was in yeares, 
' gave over his Biſhoprick to Eva- 
' dias "It was a law-among the 
| Romanes, "that after 50. none 
ſhould be preſſed to the warres: 
' whence was that verſe, ! Miles de- 
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Time c6- 
monly 
too much 
milpeat. 
© Senec. 
Lucil E- 


 Piſut- 


'® Senec de 


are old. If here be much behind, 


 42endo, or aliud azends, or mal? 


the Senate of Reme, after 60. 
Solve ſcneſcentem mature ſanus 
£quum, ne 
Peccet ad extremum ridendus & 
ilis ducat; 
was the Poets ſuitto his Mecen xs, 
and his reaſon for it. 


have beene diligent and paine- 
full, there is not much lefr, or in 
our hand to be done, when wee 


let us blame the former part of 
our life, notold-age. : 

A common, too common a 
thing itis for men to ſpend thei 
ſtrength, ( * as one ſaith ) xzhil 


acendo : in doing nothing at all, 
or things impertinent, or things | 
that are evill, Theſe things men 


brev.vites 
{ 6-3 | 


— 


| ſuffer, ( » ſayesthe ſame Author), 


Jf in youth and ripe age wee | 


Chap.t.| * 


| 


to weare out their life, they divide 


CC. 


— __ 


-- 
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, 


_iel | 
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. [itamong them. Notſo( ſaih he) 
in their goods, or lands : they 
are prodigall of their time, in 
| which onely covetouſneſle is 
lawfull ( becauſe time is pretious) 
but in other things, whereitis for- 
bidden, rhey arc extreamely co- 

vetous. 

If then Old-men be diſpenſed 
| with, they may rejoyce atit, and 
> | coinfort themſelves in their ma- 
'numiſhton: and fir downe well 
! contented, thar being now eme- | 

' ritus ſtipendijs & rude donati, they 
| | are freed from ſuch Jabours and |. 
* | burdens 2s are roo heavy for 
- , them. Why ſhould they bediſ(- 
' pleaſed at this fo good alot? Se- 
. : neftutss fors efÞ otium & quies. Tt 
_ | is the lot of old-age ( ſaith one) 
; | that he hath leaveto livequictly | 
- ; andbeatreſt. & 
' | Mans life is apilgrimage, and 
F323. 1 


will | 
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x Franciſc. 
{ Petrar. 


\Lofle of 
rime 
| worle in 


| younger 
| thenun el- 
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| der yeares, 


"ME! 


( as none are is 


will not thePilgrim be glad 
reſt when he 1s weary © * Amens 
wviator eſt, qui labore vie exhauſt us, 
uclit ad initium remeare, It were 
madneſlc in the Traveller, that is 


ſpent with the Jabour of his jour- | . 


ney, to defire to be where. atthe 
firſt he was. Our life is alſoa race: 
and how doth he thar runnes it 
rejoyce when he is at the end of 
it? 


| A wonder it is that any man 


ſhould complaine of caſe, or 
blame his age for freeing him 
of the toiles of this life. And, as 
for its being an occaſion of con- 
tempt, in the eyes of younger 
folk; let them know, that one 
houre loſt, or ill ſpent by them, 
while they are in their full 
ſtrength, and not diſpenſed with 
for the workes of their callings 
more dif- 
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: 


grace tothem, and ſhall alſo have 
a heavier account, then divers 
yeares of relt in Old-age,'when 
» | men may truely ſay, ---D EY $ 

nobss hec otia fecit : God hath 
given us leaveto be at reſt. 


—_— — — uu 


The I 1. Chapter. 


Conteining the ſecond ſuppoſed 
| diſerace, caſt upon OLD-AGE 
viz. Vncapableneſſe of pleaſures : 


aud the an(wer. 


PÞ®* the full underſtanding of 
what ſhall be ſaid in anſwer | 
to this impuration; ſomcthing is 
to be premufed concerning the na- 
ture, and divers kindes of plea- 
ſure. - 
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Sg 


What 
pl:aſure 1>* 


| Firſt therefore to lay downe a | p, 
| gecnerall and breefe deſcription of | 
| 


it: Jt is defined to be alifting up 
of the minde by the preſence or 
hope of ſome good that is come | | 
| unto us or may befall us, an cle- 
vating ( I ſay) of the mind: for. 
as when any evill betides us oris | |] 
| towards us, the minde is dejeted | | 
and diſcomforted : {o when the 
_ | contrary, itis contrarily affeRed, 
Co The abjc& of pleaſure is ſome | 
dtpleaſnre! BOO that accrewes unto us : and 
| | according to the difference of 
things tearmed good, muſt plca- 
ſures be differenced and diftin- 
guiſhed, for cither - they arc 
falſely, or they are truely fo cal- 
led. Falſely divers wayes. Firſt 
''when they are good in ſhew one- | -; - 
| ly and opinion : and then it is| | 
falſe pleaſure *that avifes from | | 
them, not unlike to that which | 
>: was” | 


| == — ore — 
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was in Thrafilaws, who thoughrall 

the ſhips thar arrived ar the haven, 
to be his, and reccived them 
with great pleaſureand rejoycing: 


forth were his, which he diſmil: 
{-d with a joyfull expeRation of 
a gainefull returne : all che while 
counting himſclfe an happy man 
| that was the owner of ſo great 
ſubſtance, if any ofthe ſhips miſ- 
' | carried, he enquired not after 
them: if they 1eiurned ſafe, hee 
rejoyced. Thus was it with him 
| in hisfrenſy : and when he came 
to himſelfe, he profcſled that he 
never lived more {ſweetely then 


that all (likewiſe) which ſer] 


tures 


Falle plea: | 


— 


—— 


—— ———_—_ —_— ——_ 


when he was in that crror, for hee 
had much pleaſure (though falſe) | 
- | and nocareor trouble at all. 
Secondly , things may | not 
rightly. be —_— p_— when 
they are not os 1, as they arc 
4 


,| 


— 
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eſteemed 
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rm ; 


j-ſteemed, And they alſo yeeld 
: Hleniog (ar leaſt in part) deccit- 
ull.. | 
| | Laſtly, things may bethoughr 
| \pood (and alas, nothing more 
common ) when they areevill, 
and finnefull pleaſure taken in| *'Þ, 
| i” muſt needes bethe worſt of 
all. 
«Cic.z, | Now in every oftheſc, *iris 
de finib. | truely ſaid, and rightly judged to | 
be a vitious rejoycing, when a 
| man thinkes without ground, he 
; hath atrcined to that which is| |. 
good. | = 
| Touching the other kinde of | . |-. 
good, which we ſaid is the obje& | | 
| | of pleaſure, towit, thar which is | 
[truely and in its nature good, it | 
is of two ſorts : the one worldly þ 
and corporall, theother heavenly |**AF 
and ſpirituall : and anſwerable |! 
4 are the pleaſures which come of 
them, 
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Yam cither worldly or heaven- 
IF 
| Concerning the worldly ; ie | 
though often, through the abuſe |* 
; of them they become carnall and 
 diveliſh, yer in themſelyes they 
', {are goodand Jawfull. 
| Firſt, becauſe rheyare as a cor- | How 
; diall that relecves the infirmities | worldly 
' of our weake nature; or as an | fave 
[Inne after a long and weariſome j * 
| journey, | 
Secondly, they are the bleſ- 
. | fings of God to animate and in- | | 
; courage us to obedience. Cod | ici jog) 
.. |hath given man bread to firemz- | 5 
| then bim, aud wine to glad his 
Ms. * 
Thirdly, they are approoved 
# (of God in Scripture. «© Theye i 4 | *Excle(.3.| 
time to laugh and to dance, as well | 
45 t0 weepe and mourne. 4 Andthe F Ib,v.$. 
| ſame Preacher telles us, that God | 
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anſwers man in the joy of bis heart, 
and this rcjoycing is (as ir were ) 
the condiment of Gods 
outward bleſſings, without which 
ſuch a blefſing will ccaſe to bea 
bleſſing. For what were ir to 
have children, riches, honours, 
and nat to rejoyce inthem. 4- 
lomon confirmes this alſo when 
he fayes, there is no good in out- 


ward bleſſings, but for a man | 
ig recjoyce and doc good in his | 
life. | | 

Fourthly, theſe pleaſures are 
many times both the marter and ' 
occaſion of praiſing God, The 
matter, when a man beholding | 
the things in which he delights,as | 
the aforeſaid children, riches, | 
| &c. doth for them. give God 
praiſe. Occaſion, when we have 
uſed theſe pleaſures ſo, as that 
| thereby we come tothe ſervice of 
bi God { 
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( and rejoycing. 


God with freſher ſpirits, and 
| more chcercfullneſle. | 
2ue#f, But belong theſe plea- | preaures 
ſures toa!l men alike ? | 
LAnſw.No, <Tothe faithful a. | onely 50 
lone they are ſanGified : onely * ' $1, | 
The upright in heart can rejoyce_, *: Tim, 
| who can rejoyce when God is | 
angry? 8 There i no peace t0 the> i. 
wicked. As lehu to Ichoraw, how * 1 57: | 
can there. be peace ſo long as, 6. | © 
So, how can there bee true joy, | 
ſo long as our fines ſtand unre-' 
mitted? | 
Now,inthe next place, it will 
be needfull that we ſhew the grear 
difference betweene theſe two, | 
corporall and ſpirituall pleaſures * 


_ — —- 5 


: Difftereccs| ' 
Firſt, the corporall arc ſubje&t erent}: 


toexceſſe, whereby they become corporall | 
dangerous and huntfull to the bo- and ſpire}; 
| dy and ſoule: bur the ſpiriruall —w_ 


ſures, 
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| | ſure, 


2 In pedi- 
| 1 erec. 
plal.4.6. 


2 In ſatis, 
| faction, 


I 
i} 


| 


1 In mea. 


cannot be immoderate : for they 
ariſe from heavenly contemplati- 
ON. 
Another difference is, that 
they have a different pedigree : 
the one proceeding from Gods 
ſpeciall favour, the other from 
worldly things. | 


A third : when the corpo- ' 


rall nature is ſatisfied, thoſe plea- 
ſures ceaſe: as when men have a- 
bared their hunger and thirſt, 


meates and drinkes afford no de- 


- = — — _ — 


light. Contrary-wiſethe heavenly | 
Joyes and pleaſures remaine and 
continue, the objeR of them be- 


ing at all times pleaſing and de- | 


leQtable: and the ſubjeRt which 


is the ſoule and ſpirit of a man | 
| being alwayes capable ofthem. 


Fourthly, the ſenſuall pleaſures 
are not at all times in ſeaſon, 


There isatime when bro Jaugh- 
| ter 


i. —_— 
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ter wee may ſay, rhou art mad, 
A's there is atime to lauzh, ſo there 
i 4timetoweepe ( Tbid ) asnamc- 
ly when wee humble our ſelves 
beforc God ferour fins, or when 
any calamity is cicher threatned, 
or inflicted. Thats a timero faſt 
and pray and to affli&t our ſoules : 
then no worldly pleaſures may be 
admitted : they are as poyſon to 
our humiliation. Then, # wee- 
muſt ſow inteares, that after we may 
reape with joy, Then, * the beay 
muſt be kept under. Whence it 
is thatthe ' Rich mans. Epicuriſme 
becamethe more odious and the 
greater finne, in that he fared deli- 
ciowſly every day, he made no diffe- 
rence. of times in his pleaſures. 
burthe heavenly joyes are not li- 
| mited or excluded by any time, 

Far eveninthe greateſt heavinefle 
( which is the godly ſorrow 4 


— 
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finne ) the ſoule of Gods chil. 
dren partakes of joy and comfort; 
the Spirit of God ,cventhen, yea 
and by meanes of that ſorrow 
and repentance, affuring us, and 


ſealing up unto vs the forgive- | 


neſſe of our finnes, it being pro- 


miſed to ſuch a turning to the |. 
Lord, from which aflurance alfo 


ariſerh peace with God and un- 
utterable joy and rejoycing in our 


hearts. 
Fiftly, another difference be- 


| eweene them is in regard of the 


unſtableneſſe of the one, and the 


firmenefleof the other. While the 


comedy laſts,the ſpeator laughs: 
but the play and his pleaſure end 
together. Contrariwiſe the ſpi- 
rituall * joy is a continual feaſf. 


Satanhimſelfe cannot rob the poſ- 
| ſeſſorot it, it is ſerled upon hi 


by the word of Chriſt, your 
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| all vexation ; becauſe of envy 
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joy ſhall not be taken from you. 
Sixtly and laſtly, in regard of 


purity. Worldly pleaſures and) 


delights have alwayces ſome mix- 
ture of bitterneſſe, while a man 


feedes his conceit with aboun- 
dance of temporall things, his 
heart is fed upon by three deyou- 
ring vultures : much care in get- 
ting, more feare 1n —_—_— and 
moſt griefe in looſing: and as for 


grcatneſſe ( ſo greedily hunted 
after) it is ordinarily. a continu- 


from inferiours, thwarting of 
competitors. and jealoufics of 
Princes and ſuch like, How ma- 
ny great mens hearts have burſt 
with the blaſting frowne of a 


F | Kings fore-head « Nay ſome-| 
- . | times the diſreſpet of no very 
great one, marrs all, which is in- | 


ſtanced in Hummus. 44 
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age s 


Spiricuall 


pleaſi 
moſt pro. | 
per to old the ground-worke of my anſwer 


'to the aforenamed imputation, 


| muſtard-ſced hath had ſo long 


LO INT 


. Thus, by way of preface (0- 
ver-long I confeſle ) I have laid | 


— 


. and now Iaske whether of theſe 
; two kindes of pleaſures is it, the 
' want whereof they ſay is a difad- 
| vantage to Old-age, The hea. 
; venly 2 they will nor, they can-/ 
not ſayit. For who may be more 
repleniſht with this joy then. the 
| I , 

| Old-man, in whom the graine of 


—— 


timeto take roote, and to grow up 
ro a tree that reaches up yen to 
Heaven, the ſeate of everlaſting 


_ whoſe daily cxerciſc it is to ſtand 


"_ : fetcht many « ſigh and grone ? 


I 


joy and happincfſe? then hee 


knocking at the gatesof Heaven, | | 
| of his houſe and home, towards. 
| which he hath beene long tra- 


| velling,- 24nd for which he hath 
TAR 
_The\ 


—— 
a 
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The other kinde therefore of 
joy or pleaſure it is of which men 
( bclike ) are deprived by living 
long: And of that what ſhall we 
now ſay 2 If wee aske heathen 
Philoſophers their opinion, they 
willtell us, thar it is groſſe and 
brutiſh : both an inticement to 
vice and a nourifher of it: that to 
bring pleaſure into the company 
of yertues, is to ſet a ftrumpet a- 
mongſt chaſt and honeſt Matrons: 
that to ſay it is our checfe gaad, 
13, V0x p—_ non hominum, to 
| ſpeake like brute beaſts, nor like 


| men; that the greater the plea- | 


ſure, the more it remooves the 
| minde from its ſear and ftate: 
that itis a flattering enemic: that 
with vertue it hath no cenyverlſe, 
nothingat all to'do :- that it makes 
| aman neither better, nor more 


\——_— 


| . praife-worthy : that nature hath 
4 G given \ 
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Want © 
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P lealure i 


no great 


rage, 


The yani- 
ty of cor- 


porall 
pleaſure, 


| 


) 


1 


# Senec. E- 


piſt.28. 


Ul 


| | 


P Cic 2. de 
finib, 


4 Boet.lib. 
3-4e con{0- 


| 


( lat. 


r Cic de 0. 
ratore, 


iven to man nothing moie capi- 
rall and deadly, a greater plague 
or encmy : that no high or hea- 
venly cogitation can conſiſt with 
it: thathe is not to be counted a 
man, that would ſpend one whol e 
day in ſuch pleaſure: ? that it 
more often leaves cauſe of repen- 


tance then of remembring it : 9 | 


that the defire of it is full of anxi- 
and doubtfull feare, bur the 


| ſaciery of jr, is repentance:* that 


to it loathing is the neareſt neigh- 
bour. What enemies (ai 

one) can bring upona man ſo 
great reproach and ſhame, as 
comes to ſome men by their own 
rejoycing © There is'( faith the: 
ſame Author ) a ſort of men that 
drowne themſelves in plea- 
ſure, without which they: cannor 


be, when once they are accuſts- 
med to it: herein moſt miſerable } 


. 
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that 1 


we % 
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| Sooke, for Oup-Aeor, Chap.2s 
| thatthey are come to this paſſe, | 
that the things which before |! | 
were ſuperfluous and necdleſle, | * | 
| | are now:othem made neceflary, | 
| and ſo they ſerve their pleaſures, | * {| 
enjoy them not. * In another | * 7dew x 
place hee tells us, that pleaſures | 7#+51- | 


embrace us to the end they may F, 
Rifle and ſtrangle us: where allo |: [7 
hee gives.us an inſtance in Harp. [ 
ball, ſo-hardy and parient, thathce | 
endured the ſnow, ice and ex-; - +. 
treame coldnefle, and alſo the = 
|dangerous paſſage onthe «_4/pes- 6 
but.yetthe pleaſures of Campanis F--- 
enervated and oyercame him, | 
# So what he had gafncd by warre, | | 
he loſt by pleaſures. * LArifotle |* Ethic.lih. 
will not :have ſuch pleaſures te | 75% | 
bee numbered among things: 
| | that are:good, becauſe they are | | 


| notthe ſubject of any arr. 4 
: This account the Heathen made | þ 
E410) G 2 of.*.. l 
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of this kinde of joy; the vanity 
and evill whereof they had lear- 
ned onely by expericnce, and the 
light of nature, bur we have be- 


warrant 3 and. thence wee are 
taught, that ſuch as live in plea- 
ſures, are dead while they live, 
and that S«lomon hath long time 
paſſed his ſentence on them, that 
they are vanity. Salomon, who 
had them in great aboundance, 


p= theſe the Scripture for our | 


{ who profeſſcs of himfſelfe, that 


whatſoever his eyes defired, hee 


gave himſclfe to wine, builded 
houſes,e4s. as Eccle.2.and when 
he had ſucked from theſe delights 
what poſſibly they might affoord, 
in the <nd he is forced to con- 
feſle,that they are all warty and 


VEXATION. 


This world is like to an infeQRi- 


held it not from them, that hee | 


OuS* 1 
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| 


ke. - AE 


— —_— 
on i 


— 


| Book.1. for Otp-Acs. Chap,2.| 74 
| ous houſe, inwhicha man is for- | Corporal 
' cedto dwell, he hath no remedy: ealines 
and ſuch pleaſures are a part of | | 
the world,* and muſt therefore>| *Gal.6.1, 
| beerucifitd to us and wee to them, 
| They are the Divells baites which 
| = laics > "_ us. Hamus Di- 
. abok; trahens 44 perniciem, Y ſaics Þ 
' S. Baſil, they af. the kiſſes of an A 
| enemy,pleaſant indeed, but moſt 
| dangerous and hurtfull:* and ther- | *Pro, zz 
| forethe wounds of a lover are to | © 
be preferred before them,they are 
| Indas -like kifles, that watch their 
time to beiray us, 

Voluptuous living is as * 7horner «Luk.8. | 
that choke the Seed of the Word. |. © 
Itis poſſible and roo common a 
thing that a man addicted much | 
to pleaſures * ſhould love them|, , ... 
morethen God,to moſt men they | ,,, * 


are* the pleaſures of an. « Heb.r2, 
8 Here haply it will be objeQted, | *5 
F __ PHD X, that : 


- 


Ved, 


{ Corporal 
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Thar what hath beene ſaid in this 


pleaſures 
can hard. y| 
| be well u- 


m— 


-point; makes not ſimply againſt 
| Teton] but liſures abuſed . 
nanfwer whereto I ſay, firſt that 
our corrupt nature is ever ready to |. f| 
abuſe them: and therefore ber- 
terand ſaferit isto want, then to 
havethem. Can we fo miſtake 
our ſchves as not to know cither | 


| 
| who or where weare? Ourowne 


weakeneflc or inability to ſtand 
npright? ortheground on which 


© 


we are while given to pleaſures 


how ſlippery ic is? Ourfirſt 


 Parenrs when they were in 
their full ſtrength fe!l from: their 
| Innocency, in that Garden of de- 
| lights * and ſhallwethen be con- 
 fident and ſecurein this our weake 
conftirution of body and finne-.| 
full diſpoſition of ſoute;, and think | 
| our ſelves free from 'the danger | 
| of carthly pleafures 2 If by _- ' 

| | their! 


— 
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 tNCIT mpdnſuus a WOrld of calami- 

' ties fell upon them and their po- 

, ſterity; what may we feare will 

| Come on us, when tothe miſery 

| of: Adams abufing pleaſures,that 


' 1s added which is dueto onr like 
| finne! Ir wilt be miſery upon 
| miſery, even an heape or pile of 
| evills. The tempter was ſo fleſht 
'by the foile hee gave, and the 
| viRtory he got in Paradice, that 
| hepreſumed to lay the ſame baite | 
| for our Saviour himſclfe in the 
| wildernefſe; and though there 
he was repulſt, yet by the ſame 
temptation hee hath fince , and 
doth continually prevaile more 
or lcfle with all the fons of - 
dars. ( 
God uſually layes afflitions 
upon his deercft children, giving 
them the ſoure of this world, ra- 


-| ther. then the (weer:- and it is to 
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{delights of bodily pleaſures. 
Certainely God would not put 


Chap.ts 


mn A, 


weane them from the tickling 


them, whom he ſo entirely loves, 

to purchaſe their freedome | 
from theſe things at ſo deare a 
rate, were they not exccedingly 
dangeroug untathem. 

But the Apoſtle makes a di- 
re&t anſwer to this objeQion z | 
1 AU things are lawfull,8&c. He' 
ſtandes there ſtourly upon his: 
priviledge, his dominion and | 
power which he hath received : 
from God over all theſe lawfull ; 
things; and reſolves with ancye| 
ro God firſt, and then alſo to his, 
owne dignity and ſafety, not to | 
be ſouncircumſpeR, ſo unthanke- | 
full to his Lord and creator, or fo 
baſe in reſpeR of himſelfe, asto 
!2y dewnethis great prerog ative, 


and to become a ſervant to his 
_ ſervants! 


th. 


he I—_ tt A 
. 
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ſervants, he will notembrace and 
hug that with danger of diſho- 
nouring God, and wronging him- 
ſelfe, which he hath receivedroa } 
quite contrary end. 

When a man is on the ſea in 
great danger, he will caſt out all 
the wares be they never ſo rich, 
for the ſafety of his life, ſo would 
we in this caſe, were we as ſenfible 
of the ſoules darger, as of the 
bodics. 

Ir is our Saviours both coun- | 
felland charge in caſe of offences, 
to be contented to part with our 
right handand right eye, which 
we know of how great and ne- 
ceſſary uſe they areto us. 

A ſhame it were for Chriſtians 
to be put to ſchoole to heathen 
men, eſpecially rothe vaineſtand 
idleſt of them,the Poets ; yetthey 
may teach us in this point of plea- 

b7 ſures. 
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lures. For they plainely ſhew us 
in the fable of the Sirens ( what 
| weare not apt of our ſcelvesto be. 
 leeve.) how dangerous a thing ir 
isto be within the reach oftheſe | . 
deceirfull,emicing, and bewitch- 
ing delights. | 
There are two moſt grofle and 
harefull finnes which reigne in 


cleanneſle 
 ſeldome 
Cyered. 
* /n Titcc. 
Is 


'Pleaſurcs 
3 nake 
'OTrutiſh, 


hs Fat nm. — HS, 
— ——  —_— ——— 


the world; drunkenneſle, and 
whoredome. The former is an 
incentivetorhe latter. Nanquan 
c20 ebrinmcaſtum putabo. 1 will 
neyer count him chaſt ( <ſaith 
S*, Terom,) that is a drunkard. 
Now theſe two finnes are the fil- 
thy ſinckes of ſen{uall and brutiſh- 
pleaſures,the conſideration wher- | 
of were enough to make a man 


that is-wiſe and circumſpect, art 


— — - _—_ — __ 
_—_  _-— ph mg : a4 
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the very naming or thought of 
ſenſuallity, to ſtarr backe and flee 


from it, as from the moſt dange- | 
F : | rous | 


——— 
—— 
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rous enemy of his well-being. 

I come now at laſt ro anſwer 
the imputation, that Old-age be- | ;\. .ha ig 
reaves us of rheſe kind. of plea- | rakes off ; 
ſures, -and firſt Tfay f with him, | | 
0 preclarum munus,8&c. Othrice | tCic tes 
happy and welcome age, that | ##. 
taketh us off from that whichin 
youth is (through mens aptneſſe 
to abuſe ir) the mother and 
nurſe of infinite vices, moſt hure- 
full untous? and s with another: | ** 
how {weete a thing is it to have 
given pleaſuresthe farewell? and 
h againe. Ago ſenecturr gratias, 
&e. I thanke my Old-age for 
faſtening me to-my bed, and dif. 


. -| ablivg me ro doe what I ſhould 
not doe. 


Further J fay that this deſpiſed 
e ( freed from the dominion | 
of ſach- mere hetpes us in |, 
thatwhich theApoſtle byrhe rare-; 


| LN vertue 


AM. A _ — — 
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kt 
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| Pleaſures 
| | are dan- 


gerous 
gucſts, 
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— 


vertue of temperance, obtained; 
to wit, 'inabundance of worlely 
joyes and delights, tobe as if we 
were without them : to be when 
wee rejoyce, 4s if wee rejoyced mot : 
and contrariwiſe, in abſence of 
them, to be as if wee enjoyed 
them: & ſorrowfull (ſaith the 
Apoſtle) yet alwaies rejoycing. 
Wee hold him a bad anddan- 
erous gueſt, againſt whom we 
ould ( and will if wee be wiſe ) 


ſhut our doores to barre him en- 
trance. Theſe pleaſures there- 


fore being ſuch as if we admit of 
them, arclikely to rob and ſpoile 


| us, may be wanting and we the 


ſafer byit. Happy are we when 
we ſuffer not our outward ſenſes 


( which arc the doores and win- 
dowes to let theſe theevesin) to 
ſtand open to them. The moſt 


delighttull obze of the eye, to 
; . | | 4 


"— 


——_ 


| 


| eyes, to bind him not to thinke of 


| better, or nor the worſe for his 
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a voluptuous man, 1s the fayour 
and beauty of a woeman, a peecec 
of well faſhioned and coloured ) 


clay. k Tet & favour deceitfull and 
beauty vanity. \ which cauſed 
Iob to make a covenant with his 


a maide, And David praycs,Pſal. 
119437. That his eyes may beturned 
away from beholding vanity. The 
eye to many is a very Pandor. 


The plcaſure of the care is Mu- 
ſick:but was Salomon any whit the 


= 


men-ſingers and woemen-fin- 
ers, &c. The Roſe is for the! 
mell, but how is it compaſt with | 
prickles.. Honey - pleaſes. the 
caſte, but the ſtinging Bee lies lur- 
king -in the  combe ;.-and. the 
m Wiſe-man councells . him thar 
hath [found honey; to cate: no | 


more+then. is fufficient, leaſt he 


k Prov.3h 
39. 
Job. 31> | 


uw. —_— a Mi _—_ 
-- 
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be-of overfull and \ voinit it, The 
raſte is often-the gluttons purvey- 
or. The touch is a wide win- 


| dow to let*in pleaſures: but the 


® Eccle.12 


| Lofle of , 
| | bodily 


Y 

- | pleaſures 

| | recompen* 
( cedin ſpi- 
eituall joy 


| 


Cee ee een 


| = gh. + as Old-men,if we willcome 


' dth {much commend Foeh 


| objedts of it are -to many as 


| | be defiled. 
Ic is a precept no lefſe neceſſa- 
| ry thenancient, M ature fias ſenex, 


fey » pie ey {6, --J: admoniſhes 
;i6 youths abſtaine from the 
delights of this world, and then 


; hve long in it, and 
Have i: rolerable-and pleaf ing, 
ſachs will give 0 cauſe to ſay, 
o7 have m0 pleaſure is it; That 
ofthe Poet,) am ſureis true:volup. 
| #4tes commendat ravior ſts nothing. 


* Bee; ue Sire! phich who the toucheth ſhall | 


Chop: | 


| 


| Bee. old berimes; that thou | 


| 


pleaſures, 'asthe rare uſe ofthem, 
So _ if FR —_ 
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Fr kinde have left and forſaken Old- 


_- — 


age, ot-ic, abandon'd them, it 
isno loſſearall : and were there 
ſome:detrimenc in it, yet would it 
beaboundarly.recomperced: by: 
' the farre better, the truly-com+ 
| fortable, the heavenly pleaſures, 
| aforc mentioned : of which cþ 
der yeares afford a greater, 'mote 
thet-che elder Brothers portion; 
Fox' thoſe other having lcft'rheir 
ſtation, make: roome for, theſe, , 

whichare better gueſts to, be en-' 
tertained by the ſoule of man 

rooſtor dwel together with fatety- 
in one heart, they cannot. How'{ | 
bleſſed aturneis it, when: a flatte: j 
rer,the worſtof all encmies,js re- | 
movycd,to make-placc for a trye: 
a2 fachfull friend £ | 


yo 


"0p | | 


; 


; 
[ 


| IEEE 
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| | recompen* 
{ cedin (pi- 
w—_ joy 
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be ec oral 47 voinit it, The 
 raſte is often:the gluttons purvey- 
or. The rouch is a wide win- 


-| dow to let*in pleaſures: but the 


| tohens'Old-men,if we will eeme 


' doth fo" much eotmmend ſuch 


| objedts of it are -to many as 


"Ke 35s och "phich who ths toucheth ſhall | 


| | be deffled. 

Ic-is a precept no lefſe neceſfa- 
ry thenancient, Matwre fas ſenex, 
| Bee: old  berimes; that thou 

maicſt{6ng be (6, - -J:admoniſhes 
us, if yotthts abſtaine from the 
delights of this *world, and then 


to live” long in itz: and 
RE et Fey pleaſing, 
ſactris Will give 1i6/caule to ſay, 
oT-have ns pleaſures 1 i it, That 
ofthe Poet,) am ſureis true:volup. 


fates commendat rariar ſw ,fhothiing. 


hap: 


pleaſiires, 2s the tare uſe ofthem; 
So then, if plc 
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| kinde have lefe and forſaken Old- 
age, ori, abandon'd them, it 
isno lofſearall : and were there 
ſome:detriment in it, yet would it 
| beaboundamly.recompericed: by 
| the farre better, the truly-com« 
| fortable, the heavenly pleaſures, 
afore mentioned : of which cþ*| 
der yeares afford a greater, 'mote |. 
thet-che elder Brothers portion: 
Fox' thoſe other having -lcft'rheir: 
ſtation; make: roome for, theſe, 
which are better gueſts to, be ene! 
tertained by the ſoule &f man 
rooftor dwel together with ſafety: 
in one heart, they cannot. How:{ | 
bleſſed aturneis it, when: a flatte: | 
rer,the worſt of all enemies,js re- : 
moyed,to make-place fora trye: 
and faithful! friend * | 
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{7 | | 


—G—_—_——— 


4 ' ES ww" 

5” | Bookt.' 4 Plea Chap3.| B 

| | H | v 
"The III. Chapter, | Ky 

| | - [11 

| . Comteining the third aſpertion caſt | | d1 
o»OrD-Asc x touching its weak- | | Je 

\weſſe,and the anſwer, | a 

\-{ Ll es imputation is, that in | | *P 
| | 2A elder yeares we are weake. | | 
I! For anſwer, fitſt I ſee nor why | | be 
the Old-man\ſhould' bee ſingled | || . 
our, as one liable"to: the greateſt | || 2 
diſgrace,”-in tcſpe& of the curſe ſui 
an; our Park which was laid | | ſo 
or. all the. poſterity 'of .4den, (. 
without-exemprion or imnrunit th 
of any: age. . Bur | will addreis ; gr 
my. ſelfe'ro a mote diftin& - 
and. particular handling of this. | - 

point. - 7.035017 1161) tt 

Thereare two things inquira- | || ® 
'8 ble init: one touching range” b By 
the other - concerning {icknefle. "0; 
ar en 8 | Repo: : We . — 
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Wee will conſider of them both, 
and that] comparatively, that-it. 
may appeire, which, of the ſun-; 
dry ages of mans lifeis' leaſt ſub«- 
| Jeet to this impuratidneo | 2 lf 

And firſt'of Jofirwiry 3: Which] tarmiry 
in my ſenſe is an inclination and;] whaticis|, 
 aptneſſe in-fuch or ſuck, an age 29> wh 
any thing + that is cyill, either | 


| body or mind. 
] paſſe by: the WR the child 
in); the mothers wamhbe' whi 
ſuffers thpre. nine -monerhs impris: 
| ſonment;, and when at. the laſt: 
( ifatthelaſt) ir is delivered from? 
that njiſery 3: corties fparth with, 
gfcar paine atid danger; both to: 
it ſelfe 8nd'the mothers, Lee us] 
ſcehowit is with ir aficr tis. 
han bode heownys 
rotne: age 
| mans lifes | [Naked deth it, enter in- 
[' to the ReweLho 7 Iob probes of |; 


him- z 


- 


OI ns. ons non nn" 


1 


o 


\ rbsks;the Elephant of 2'protno(-' 
cis, azrunkEor ſnotig;'ard 'mmany;* 


OO ——_—_ 


"i jn6dtio 10h ls =: Chg 


hicſclfe )'whereas other: cred-| | 
rates {ras Fiante hath obferved )1 | 
' [are ſome of them provided both! | 
farmourdefenfive atid'offenſives' 

he Bull of'hornes, the Lyv6n| 
ah Beare of paves, this: Bore of | 


[ly, as Trees have their: rine or: 


8rs\;:Tome-of defenfive one-" 
the, Fiſhes, many of tHem' their) 


s) alt;/ their ſcales's Beaſts! | 
keitthicke $kinnes-' and kairey) þ Þ 
&'their feathers 'and wings;!! 
etheir 5kins and 'wool;&t.) | 
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| | niſhments] being alwa = tem] 
 redwith, whey) hath: provide 


| which is irhankefully- acknow® 
| havel tre feaied from rhe e womb; /2F 


is his-hakedneſſe; which is: nby 
25 that; :Ge.'24 25;- then n__—_ 
Parents, whenthey ſtood upright 
| befotetheir retry were C1 
 thed with: admirable glory (a8 
| Chrjſoſtome |noterh )* {uch 'as/ 
| which: 183 outward” -coverit 
| couldiadde AE grace, offdtncif! 
| of; ;hthpe ebcitig rHch! IB 
| need: r-u_gd rows niger 


fiane' and (ours!»: ficH'2 frrAi(h? 
|. ment/as{ bue that God Rb 
forth his helping hand and gives 
mdanb- in: _—_ weakencſſc 


LAM Ecign 


fort in this moſt foebfc cftare- - 
ledged by Davie '{1#p0u thee! 


| yctmiſerable is rhe infinc) cor? » 
=— m him(clfe, in reſpedt &f 


8. a: x nition Wa) & HUGS | 
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Infants 
come into 
(the world 


crying. 


| 


{infant ro the greateſt corporall: 


| | mileries to which it is borne, 


- RI ginnings: 


"wy wY _—_ Vl 
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and diſtreſſe ) would expoſe the 


| milery.- and- as it is, it cannot 
paſle for better then a heavy caſe, 


Yet beſides this, a moſt pitiful 
cry. (ordinarily) accompanics 
its comming info the world; 
which tells us that it forcſces, or 
rather forcefceles the innumerable 


| when it lookes into the vale of 
tearcs. Ando properisthis cry 

to its birth, that the Law ſuppo-| 
ſcs it dead-borne, or ( asthe com.-. 
' mon word is) ſtill-borne, ifthen| 


and doe not teſtifia ( by this one 
| andonely voice or meancs it hath, 
to cxpreſle it ſelfe and call for 


: 


a great infirmity, | 


| itcry not: if irbe ſtill arthebirth/| 


| life and preſervation) how weake |. 
11S, in 14) 
"Theſe are the lamentable be- | 
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ginnings' of this miſerable life in 
the Infant.” And as : it begins, : ſo 
it continues to the end of this mi- 
ſerably-weake age, finding no 
great alteration. or amendment, 
1t is Kill apt to give notice of its 
;paineand frebleneſſe. 
But ſee further, howthis weak 
gueſt is afterwards entertained in 
this troubleſome - rempeſtuous 
| world. Immediately after the 
birth, it is taken, and hands arc 
laycd on it (as.if it had highly 
treſpaſied by breach of priſon 
and comming forth of the 
wombe)-and then preſently. it is 
bound hand and foot, which is {o-; 

rievous unto it, that it doth not 
o much as ſmile (it wee will 
=_ Pome) before the forticth 
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and niiſery inthe abſtra; 

Itis reported of tho /'men of 
Flvacig, that when i child was 
botne, the neighbours fitting 


round abour ir, wero wont with: 
eat lammentaciory and: iourning;! 

to reckon up"the: many miſeries, 

with which it! was t6entor into 

this world :''and onthe 'contra- 

|, th whet! w_ dyed, to carr 
6- 


orps”  foorth 'with ' no | 


ing 3 com- 


my ft <2 2 ©. | -tÞo 


© ys non parte. 
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| hood 

# Redidere,! 
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| leffe. Joy | and __ 
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memprating the calamities from 
which it q fo delivered::. The 
r Preacher alfo rels vsj/'thet the 
day off death-is bertor thin. the day 
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'The next age 1s Child.hood, 
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'' jam [cit 
| jaer fe 
{akey's fi ig 
| nat humi 
| Horat. de | 
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Arte Pget | 


which ( *ſajes the Poet | 
jwhen there 1s ability-t& ſpeake 
and to goe. . How fares | it "add 
the' child this” 0g6? Is jt 
RESPRnyl oweake-and wa. 
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fallingo - 
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7earcs.),, continual 
being AS; YET 


requires.1\( for a1ys3s 
lier 
bur a. ;griftle 2 
ſtrength; 00» B9r ff 
d the danger it m3y 
After when. 1t15 COMF 
with, ſo infirme. 1s. 
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with no ſmall reluftancy : and 
which are to them almoſt into- 


it. The ttuth is the 


I Cs 


| chaſtiſement and good breeding 


— TOY 


| is of {5.07 SePaeer uſe to this 


not from the eyes of 
their mindes'; ncither can their 


hears though tender bee new 
raglded ne much adoe, | 


1 our thei thei rgrcat paines both in 


font ingand de ing: MHplta twlir 
Hey, uit, &Cc. 
4 cr. end clic were ovinr 


L from childrens defireg fet u 


res and pleaſures e Weret oy 


{| nat weake, correion would not 
'| bee of ſo neceſſary uſe to them, 
' which Salons ſaith,- * Who ſo 


Pareth bates his fone. Certainely 


age then 
For « by 


up In the 


hr and 19 * Fn 


LE ſuſtenance. 


lerable, their weake nature not | 
Lap. 
| | ſcales fall 


there to drive it from him, but 

the.rod of correttios. When this 
rod is negleed ( as too often tt | 
|is) what's the danger 2 - What 
will come of ir? Of this alſo 
|* Salomon reſolves us : 'Smiti 
withtherod ( laith he) dehrvers s 
ſaule from Hell. Is correftion ſo 
 necdfull to keepe thechild out of 
this 'botromeleſſe' pit 2 Then 
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is hee of an infirme and weake c- 
ſtate- TEN 


of great infirmity, the mother 
that: lookes on her ſanne with a 
tender eye, and in the bowells of 
loveand compaſſion ; fighing to | 
remember how lamentably he 
came into the world, and how 


dearcly ſhe hath boughr him | 


with what carcalſo and paincs;ſhe | 
hath muſt him and: brought him } 


If Child-hood werenot anage | 


up:rothis age ;, would never 'dif- 


| ____ penſe| 
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| | \penfe with her paturall affe@ion, 
| and ſuffer himto beunder ſo hard 
| a diſcipline (much effec her felfe 
yew _— of 1 po ) _ _ 

as many doe 1 pete bins 
with+Fbe ar tee' will ze. for 
a |epef ta wells —_— 
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_ nao theehid is a young 
r plant; thattwith much catc 
| and: ah gence :muſt be defended 
from _ and propped up, thar it 
[nd Bok ſtraire: infirme.therfore 
; eake; —— 

| of young. 'T come.now.to the young-man, 
men. | he ſtands upon' his.reputationand 
| makes accountthar of all.men he 
is freeſt-from the infirmities and 
calamitics of this life: ready.to 
| fabball gaine-ſayers, .yet.is hee 
t-» the greateſt danger,/and raoſt 
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| as ws fay: arhis havingrhe reines 
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is deſcribed by the ſame *® Pact, 
in: ſundry particulars, and from 
him ) willingly take it, leaft I 


co 


06 


: Hort. 


might ſceme to have a ſtiech ro | .- 


this age, and to be an oyer hard 


| and harſh cenſprer of it, 


Firſt*heis overjoy'd at kis li. 
berty .and freedame from the 


yoke, which Jately he had borne! | 


at kis being now. his awne. can, | 
looſe, ſo as now he may (like the 
untdmed horſe; | newly: hroken 
from his rider.) fhife it abroad 
and-runne the wilde-goofe-raco 
without controle, up and downe 
in:the” world ; -delighting him- 
ſclfe and feeding his. diſtomperod 
deſire and 'unbridled affe&ians,.| 
ſorncrimcs with'one vanity (firine | 
rather) ſometimes with another, | 
eil} he 'hath run! himſelfo our of 
breath, as it were. xS4o0f 4 
E. | Second- : 


PIYy 
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zaunh'ea] - Secondly, *he is caſily ſedu-: 
cel. —_ and Sb away by cvill 
>Cereur is perſwafions, which bewrayes 
-——M greater lightneſſe and weakneſſe 
in him. | 
Youh | Thirdly,if any give him ber- 
| lou) | ter coundell, and reproove him 
® Moniteri- for his evill courſe, © he will not 
bug 57 abide it, but fings out and counts 
\ © © | his beſt friends his enemies : 
m_ makes him incapable of a- 
(| thi menamentr. 
l hooray |  Fourthly,4as he isimprovident 
|| } andprodi-| and careleſſe in providing neceſ- 
| — - waſtcfull and prodi- 
pre-\ gall in ſpending. 
n «Fifily, heis lofiy and highly 
| eonceited. Nuod wult, valde wwlt, 
{ | moſt violent in his: deſires. 
| Laſtly, f he changes, as the: 
wind: neverlong in love with a- 
ny thing: now ofone mind, anon 
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I wiſh I wereablc to ſer forth 
the weakenefſe and vanity of 
| youth, in its proper colours, that 
t might appcarc in how unfit a 
Cabinet the ornaments of this age 
are Jaid up. Miſtake me not: 1 
note the vices onely to 'which 
| this/age is ſubjet;z to youth 
it ſelfe Thaveno quarrel]. 

Yet in regard of infirmity, I 
can no better compare it thento 
aShip onthe Sca, that is fraughr 
with variety of coſtly wares, but 
wants a $kilfull Pilot to guide it 
and keep itin ſafery when ſtormes 


paſſe, that it reaches nor the ha- 
ven, but ſhip, wares and all finke 
in' the deepe Ocean, Put" into/ 
this Ship, thatis, grant there is it 
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| hip. 


ariſc : whereby often ir comes to | 


rhe young-man, whar you wilt of 
can imagine him to be endowed |- 


Youth 
like « 


withs bodily | frenpth, agility; 
200 us Seek { 


[Youth fe- 
Cure. 


TT 


- | farniſh him withall :. and whatſb» 


+ | peraitionh | 
So! vaine @; thing is bodily 


td 


Chap«3, 
freſhneſſe of wit, - firmeneſle; of 
memory z.4s, much Jearing and 


knovviedge as his tender yeares 
by the hclpes he, hath had, cart 


ever- elſc (clfe- conceipt, poſltiles 
him of :, his violentdifordetly, af 


times links all i the Þattonte of 
-| Rrength. to-yourh,. that nor only 
zamnent; or meanes by 'which 


corropt! aarure, 90h | wolthe: Its 0+ 
verthrgw. , What ſeeuriry, and: 


carcilenells, is, there: 18i:\thoft; 


yengrinen th&£1oy bealth and; 
frcngrh ewbat hardneMa of bearer, 
hoWnnery eng ohm rim yn 


feftian, like a blaſt of wind;many | 


WEns not; þut-contrariwiſe 
ANY breeder of a grounds | 
leſs cohfidence,3. puts ir ziporn: | 
hens cer yea, itisthe iht+ | 


. 
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afiy thought of repentance, and 


them the laſt day 6f Faccotht: : PfE- 
ſuming tliat for then there vvill 
betimectiouphhereafrer; Thin 
chat are-farre off ſcenic tefſeto is 
thieh hey are a3rhe ſtatres fri ths 
| Ardingent 1$6; becauſe Youts 
nie bdetbl{dedth in-4; | gredt- F 
ſtance; rh6y newlet borh'it; and 
whe bti ing" a5 thin Tot Wor- 
thy (heir 'minding./ 
With Sefobine: 


younp-hrjan whoty 


\thae ſt 
_ to: Hodbedlence; andvwnely 
> vm tg. 
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fothivarid health; hat it: 


er ihe keaith of rhe" 
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all' becdnſe they pat fatre from 7 ton 


0 Nas" It 


hee rooke to taſks,” Byrk)\rvvhyll| 
ad: thetefbre'3. Bowen'.eells bs, | 
# hurtful; when ie! #i 


"of fieattbahd's! | 
\us; to-uUſt© besl\| 
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+ | ger in my diſconrſeof youth, for 


7 Salomenſingle out this dpe, as that- 
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 * Icouldwillingly ſtay yet lon- 


thar. it ſtands moſt in oppolition 
| tothe age I treate of, and lookes 
at ir commonly with an cye full 
of ſcorne and contempt: repy- 


oftentimes thinkingit Jong ere-it 


ſucceeds the Qld-twahiin his of-;| 
fices,lands orgoods; \;Sodid that | 


' proud. and ambitious.; Abfulmy 
whenhe thirſted.afrer, his fayhers 


1yquirit in: 4705. - 


ptcterinit, i that both;Pavid: and; 


ning-at- its length of daics, -and | 


I 


: 


&c. and Cap.12.1. Remember 


- +24 tion as Pſal.119: Vere withal.| 
-1"**| ſhall a young -rman cleanſe his wayes 2. 

| And Feclefi.t1; 9. 'Rejoyee O young: | 
mah. ip thy Toarh, & cc but know; | 
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fore thy Creator in the dayes of thy 
youth, And Prov.,g., he makes the 
ſimple man and the young-man 
to draw in one yoke, and cqually 
to want inſtruion.;: Theſe two 
ſo skilfull Phyſitians of the ſoule, 
would not have choſen this ſub- 
je&t to worke on, or lighted on. 
the young man for their parient, 
had they not thorowly viewed 
his ſtate, and found that. in his: 


—_— 


ons he is ( for the moſt part). 


and much every way out of 


frame. | 
That which hath beene faid } 
raketo be ſufficient to cleare this} 


| underſtanding, will and affeRi- |- 


exceeding infirme and weake, | * 


point, that the-. young-mans. 
ſtrength,.and Adguriſhing eſtate: 
when it $;atthe higheſt pitch; ors: 
dinarily- makes ' him go whit-the, 


102. | /? 


betecr nor. more happy: burmuch| 


x 40 is. 


morec | 
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Mans age 
when 1 
-begins, 


| ſo weake and ivfirme an age it 
| 
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more miſerable every way : 


IS. 

The nextin 'order is mature, 
ot ripe age, in Latine, ets viri- 
Is, mans-age. From which de- 
nemination wee may COnceave, 


Mans ape 
in cvill 
immovc.- 


- able. 
b. 


| 


H proreey ertwig, newly phaned and , 


| 


; 
[1 
' 


thattill thena man is not a man, 
not the infant without queſtion : 
| notthe child : no,northy.. youth | 
though he ſtrut it out, on. thinke | 
o befound | 


4 


\ chere is no man-hood t 
but himſclfe. 

This eras virils, is an age (1; 
confeſſe ) more ſtaid then the 
former,and lefle hot and violent! 

 inaffeQtions: but yer more ftiffe 
1h Every thing: and ſo whatſoe- 
| Vetisevill in it, is more perma- 
nenrand unmooveable, and con- 
jy ly more hurtfa},” The 
cluld ( as I ſhewed before) is as: 


x 


/ _ 


| cafily brought out of frame; yer 
flexible. Youth, the flower of 
mans life, is like a tree in the 
ſpring-time, beavtifull in bloſ- 
ſomes, which gives hope of fruir : 
and though theſe blofloms, many 


a more yeeldirg diſpoſition : 


1n it or deepely rooted, is more 
eaſily nipped in the head. Bur 
this age of which wee now en- 


quire, though ir be ( for its ſea- 


bk 
; 


times are blaſted, and fo the tree | 
becomes unfruirfull, yer is it of | 


and vice being not yet habituall | 


on) aptto yeeld fruit: yer mia- 
 - | ny times for grapes it brings forth 
& | wild grapes: ncither will it by 

| | the dreſſer of rhe Vine fo cafily 


be wrought npon for berrer frut, / 

_ | Butwharisit, thatthe heart tn 
| rhis age, is commonly and in moſt 
| menſetupoh © Our Author tels 


+ | 0s that too; * * Men here labour 
(il | i TR _... for 
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for riches that they may. be ſet-| 
| ledin agreat eſtate: they procure 
\ the friendſhip of great ones, ſo to | 
be backt in whatſocverthey doe, | 
be it right or wrong: they aſpire to | 
| honour, and labour to be great :; 
and all this many times,that they | 
| may be the onely commanders 
in the places where they live, | 

and may without controle over- 
| top and oppreſſe the under-ſhrubs, 
<4 the ppore weake underlings a-| 
prone to! 


 |wrong. | Mongthe people: and !ſo they | 


: 


$ Dum * fall from one extreame to ano- 
rex: fn. ther, They ſhunne the impro- 
rrariacur- vidence and prodigality of their 
. jw Er 2. youth andlight upon the contra: | 
libr,ly vi. | 3 By 
tium ducix LY covetoulneſle, the root of all: 
culpe ju- evill. 'They will no longer bee 
gs þ £1...) raſh, ſimple and unadviſed, as in 
their younger yeares: and to a- 
' void that, they ſtudy to bee ſub- | 
tile and crafty, and fall'ro plod-| 
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ding and plotting for their pri- 
vare ({ notalwayes good ) ends, 
, They feeme aſhamed of the faci- 
lity and traRablenefle of youth, 
and becomeasa braſen wall, ftan- 
ding unmooveable againſt whar- 
ſoever croſſes their whatſoever 
| . . . 
reſolutions. To avoide levity, 
they become obſtinate: and ſo 
'inthe reſt, and how great then is 
| the weakeneſſe of ſuch - mens 
- {| minds, though this bee the moſt 
ſtable, and the moſt commen- 
dableand inthe common account 
of all the ages. | 
The Poet, our Author,forgets 
not the' Old-man: he feeles his 
pulſe alſo, and notes his conditi- 
on and prepertics : but they are 
ſuch, as bring no diſparagement, 
but a grace-and commendation 
rothis age. But what are they * 
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| age, will they not all ( that is. 


| this 4 Forthem he gets, forthem 
{ he keepes what hee ſpends not, 
| charthey may enjoy it after him, 
| and praiſe both him and his ab- 
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uſe of themto himlclte : truc,he is 
contented to be re and (ina 
ſenſe ) miſerable himſelfe, that ' 
others may be rich and happy : 
when he isgone wil not the child, 
the young-man, the man of ripe- 


all mca) commend him for 


ſtinency and bounty inthe joyfull 
uſe of it. They are his heires, to 
them he leaves his plus wiatice, 
the greater part of his proviſion, 
quibus plas vie reftat,becauſe they | 
have (inlikely-hood) a farre 
longer journey to ge, This (ſure) 
is providence and care of poſtcri- 


ty,not covetouſnefſe. The cldeft 


man alive is not ſo ſtupid and | 


ſenſclefle, as to thinke hee ſhall | 


— —— —_ * — TOY TIRES. 7 TW. oo. 


= carry 
a5 


| 


continued 
to repent when itwastoo late. 


| though this man of yceres, by 
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| grave,and may not this be ano- 
ther end of his ſparing, that the 
hope of legacies may gaine to 
' him regard and loye while hee | 
lives from them, who are apt e- 
nough to deſpiſe his gray-haircs, | 
* eMoleſtws eſt inter juvenes ſents, 
layes one. O rt »-A © n is tray 
bleſome and unpleaſing to youths 
Many Old-men that have outed 
themſelves of all, or neare all, 
whilethey lived, have after it 


alive long enough 
Befides, it is cenaine thay 


help of hiseven —_— is able to 
uſethe wealth he hath, with grea- 
ter benefit, and lcfſe hurt to him: 
ſelfe and others, then younger 
men,who hardly obſerve a meanc 


inany thing 2 Tat being WeA- | 


carry his goods with him to his | 


wealth, 
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"Mcnader 


beſt uſe "| - 
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Old-age 
not to 
_—_— 
with per- 
_ 
Vices. 

* Pla.i13, 


rr er —_—_ 


ned from the pleaſures of this 
world, to which hisriches might 
be the fuell or materials; no 
maryell if he abſtaine from a 
much delightfull uſe of them. 
While his mind feedes on betrer 


food, his body and mind bothare_ 


contented ro want the uſe of the 
worlſcr,ſtrange it were it-ſuch con- 
tentednesand moderation ſhould 
breed reproach. 'n . 
Bur S. cA#uften may ſceme to 
ſtand againſt us in this point. « 
Hetels us that in Old-age; all o- 
ther vices decaying, covetouſ- 
neſſe juvereſcit, encreaſeth and 
groweth daily. I anſwer, firſt 
it is unlikely that this his cen- 
ſure was generall, becauſe hee 
knew well, how farre himſclfe in 
his elder yeares, was from it, and 
doubtleſleif he wrote it while he 
was young, when he was growne 


IC 


old | 


— 


m— 


| 


| are ſuch,and in thatcalſc it is '0- 


2 


| a 
- 
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| old, he would have retracted it 
| from his experience in himſclfe, 

had he meant it of all, Probable 
{ it is that he ſaid it cither accor- 
ding tothe common tenent of the 


no 


diſgracers ofthis age ; or becauſe 
ſome Old-men ofthe worler ſort 


rum vitinm, non ſexetutis : to be 
aſcribed not to the age, but to the 
viciouſneſſe ofthe former part of 
mans life, whence the habit of 
| covetouſneſſe might grow up. 
| Tris abſurd ( ſaies? the Patron of 
| this age) that an Old-man, 
| hould(as an Old-man hemeanes) 
| bee covetous: no lefſe abſurd, 
then for one to vex himſcife with: 
gctting ftill more and more pro- 


>——— 


, 

Old-men 

not cove-| 
tous, 
PCato ma* 
jor apud 
Cie de ſe« 

nefute. 


is come  neare the end of it. 
Certainely, that which ir is ab- 
furd for amanto doe, and incre-| 

dible 


viſion for his journey, when y 


_—_  n—_—— 


' | ground o 
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dible that he will do it; it is as ab- 
ſurd to thinke he is culpable in 
ic, orto accuſe him of it. Laſtly, 
it may be anſwered, that, were 
the Old-man faulty herein,ſome. 
what might be ſaid for him by 

The l way of ex:uſe : viz, that it is 
911m. cauſed by an incident infirmity, 
| parſim6y. which is feare of want, a- 


= 
— . 
LR 

- 


rifing partly from the coldneſſe 
| of his temper, and in part from 
his inability (now ) to get any 
thing by his labours or indca- 
vours; which may ſceme to free 
him from the ſcraping covetouſ- 
nefſe, though ir put him hap'ly 
| wy c,,| Upon parſimony or warinefle in 

"= 9 ſpending. 4 One being asked 
what was in vits calamitofifii- 
wom, the heavieſt calamity in 
this life, anſwer'd well #pov amve©, 


the eſtate ofa poore needy Old- 
man, $0 then, the calamity of 
| | ___ want, 


—————_ 
_—— 
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| 
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want being greater to this age 
| then to. the other, to be ſparing 
I init, is skarſeany fault atall, For | 

| Nature it felfe gives every Crea-| 
ture a kind of care and defire to; 
prelerveirt (clfe. 

Further, * Jr is ſaid that the | wie, 
| Old-man dorh all things with 
| | feare, coldly and ſlowly. Wa- 
t rily as I conceiye it, haying ob- | aiaifres, 


ſerved in his long experience, | #i/upre- 
the innumerable miſchiefes into 
which the raſhneſſe and unadVie 
| ſed haſtineſſe of youtig mendoth 
carry them. The Pkiloſopher 1 il 
| | gives this very reaſon why youth | __ 
is bald, and age fearefvll, Ir is | 
(faith he) becauſe youth waſts | « 1rip. ts 
knowledge, ( for who ſo bold as | &erer, | * 


the blind ) and age ſees the dan- m—_ | 
gerof being over-haſty. | berter 


Jr is added, *rhar hee deſires | yer 
and longs for bcttcr times. True, futurk, | 
| _ becauſe 


4 
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| becauſe he hath ſeene much evill 
inthe world, and is wearied with | 
why O14,| greeving atit. No man can faulr 1 


| men hard him for this. 


| _ | Againe, "he is hard to pleaſe, 
| | tis zbid. | This may ariſe from his diſlike of | | 


Old-men' mens evill manners, with which | | 


aiſers of 
former | No man ſhould be pleaſed. 


TI. He is ſaid to be a * prayſer of 
| | Eaudetor, former times. Not withour cauſe, 


teporis afti . 
| | ſeprero, | ſich the world growes daily more 

| | #bid. | and more out of frame and wic- | 
| [| Old-men F 

' | juftrepro-| ked, ; ; | 
| | vers, He cannot winke at the vices | 
| |?Cenſorge.) Of diſordered young-men, bur 


feeds ſharpely reprooves them. Who 


miner. 


vid. | may more juſtly take to him this 


_— 


=7 7 

tareorave 10 neceſſary an office, orcxecure 
A [ o . * : 

autmeritis. it with ſo much gravity, ſo great 


_ vi. authority, ſo mature wiſedome, 
ca3exere diſcretion and moderation, asthe 
fiext, &.| Q1d-man, *of whoſe well-me- 
v*2" | riting loye, and indeavoursfor the 


| @Eneid. 
We common! 


” 
—_— — ——_—_— 


__ 
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common good, all men have had 
long experience andftriall : 
1 By this which hath bcene ſaid 
it is plaine and cyident, firſt that 
all the ages of mans life are in- 
firme. Secondly, that cach hath 
its proper deteas: and laſtly, 
that the infirmitics of Old-age, 
are not ſo great as of the reſt, all 
things ducly weighed and conft- 
der'd. | 
Now, they are to be compa-! 
red likewiſe in the point of fick- 
nefle. But this part of my taske, 
I am willing to caſt upon the 
Phyſitian, both in regard of his 
farre greater knowledgethis way, 


— 


and to avoid the blame of putting 
my fickle into an other mans har- 
veſt, and leaping out of mine ele- 
ment. Fearing to be Fifcs in ari- 
cn menachus in foro, Yet ſome- 


—— 
..———_ 


thing of it, out of mine owne pro- 
fcſhon, Health 


- — 
_ _ 


he 


TY By * " 
S "A.% f 


Sickneſſe 
| whence it 
came, 


Book, 


—__—___u__—w_—_————_—__ J. 


A Plea Chap. ; 


| 


| God, they all fell from him, and 


Health is ( indeed) a bleiſing 
upon bleſſings: one that ſeaſons 
and ſwectens all the reſt. But 
the perfection of it was onely in 
Paradice. For immediately after 
che fall, came the curſe, firſtupon 
man that had ſinned. In the ve: 
ry ſame day (.* faith St. Auſtin) 
began t Adam and Eveto dye, in 
which they received the law of 
death. Afﬀeer the curſe fell for | 
man and his tranſgreſſion upon | 
the earth, and rhe other borde- | 
ring elements; and onall the crea- 
tures conteined in them. While 
man was faithfull in ſerving his - 
Creator,. the creatures ſerved . 
him as their ſecond Lord:: but | 
preſently upon his fall from his 


ſhaking off the yoke of their alle. 
0 turned enemies and re. 


lis againſt him. Before man 
had 


ww x www LES 


— 


—_— _— - _ 
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_— 
- 
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i. 


had the meancs of health and} 
| | life, andimmortality, (to which 
he was created ) laid vp for him 
in thoſecreatures, then all good. 
Bur ſince through the curſe, they 
are become the inſtruments to in- 
fi on him that puniſhment, zhe 
boatly death : or tather ſo many 
Sergeants to arreſt him. And 
the infinite number of diſcaſcs, | 
bred by the carths curſe, are | 
likewiſe buſy tormentors, to F 
waite on him for the execution | 
of that puniſhment, which the 
 . | rranſgreſſion had juſtly deſerved. 
| | Duft now wee ave, and to duff wee 
ſhall returne : dead-men weare, 
and to death the creatures arc ap- 
| pointed tobring us. In the ſweat | 
+ | of our faces weeat our bread. Our | 
daily labours in onr callings are 
now, not as Ada in Eden, but | 
{weating labours, which make 


\ _ 


— 


— 
E—_—_— 


— 


A— 


Booki, Apla Chap. 


way to fickneſſe, and conſequent- | | 
Iy to death: drying up, ſenſim | 
ſme ſenſu, by little and little, un- 
perccivably, rhe radicall moy- 
ſture; and waſting the naturall | 
heate : and withall enfeebling |; 
the body, and ſo farre diſabling. | 
itto beare the diſtempers, as that | 
it is ſooner or later overcome by | 
them. During the time of mans | 
innocency, the great Creator ſo 
temper'd the contrary qualities 
of the elements of which his bo- 
dy conſiſted ; that they werenor 
(as fincc ) at ſtrife among them- | 
ſelves: but when man had fin- | 
ned, that way might be madeto | 
the execution of rhe ſentence of | 
death; God drew backe his 
hand, and left them to their na- | 
turall worke, in ſceking their mu-. 
tuall deſtruction, And by. that | 
meanes now ( bas one faith.) 
 wivere, | 


| 


dying. While we live, and by 
living, we come every day nce- 


| this:decayed and gaily.deeayipg 


rer.and necrerto our diſſolution, . 
This is. now the weake eſtate 
of .our earthly tabernacle, 
which theart of Phyficke in diet 
and -medicines may be as a prop 
roadecaycd and tottering houſe; 
but comes farre ſhort of rcſtori 
1t'to the originall' perfetion in 
the creation. Phylick ( « ſayes 
Galen) is anart of repairing, not 
of building. No, this certainicly 
requires the ſeme hand which 
made man) at the firſt, and the 
way which God the Creator and 


recreator will rake in it, he hath | 
lainely- exprefied 1f-his word: 
ſis by demoliſhing (inhistime) 


— 


hauſe, and ſerting up a new. *7he- 


| cevbh baſe of tha mr nedke Tr 


bernacle 
_—_— ———_—_ - 
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| vivere, mort eF, our living is 4 


Phyficke 
wherein 
uſzcull. | 


*[ib.de 
couſtitut.. 
artis medi- 


c2, | 


*2Cor,5.4 


_— 
” 
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I — eternall tn the Heavens, © As te 
13% 


 Sicknefle 
by fiance 


 |tharis better acquainted wich our | 


bernacle muſt firſt be deſtrey ed, that 
we may have 4 building given. 'of| 
1God, wot made with handes, but | 


fſetd that is caſt into the ground, 
firſt dies, and then i quickned : 
ſo-our bodics ar the reſurreRion, 
Th corruptible ſhall then put on in- 
corruption, and this mortall immor- | 
tality. © 

PerfeR health man had: but by 
his finnc he loſt it. Perfe& health | 
ke fhall recover, but the way to 
ir isdeath,and the way to death | | 
| is fickneſſe, and as the fting of death | 
 & ſinne, {o the cvill of fickneſſe, is 


i 


_ finne likewiſe, and thar not onely | 


| asthe meritin cauſe, but alſo as! 


| 


. [the thing to be prevented by it. 


Would we alwaies live in healthe | 
Weknow not our ſelves. God 


eſtate and condition, ſees, tharof 


—— — 


— 
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all afMiitions, this of ſickneffe, is 
moft beneficiall unto us and moſt 
neceſſary. The reaſons, to note 
| ſome of them, may bee theſe, 
| The firſt, to make us looke backe 
toſce from whence we are fallen, 
and why. Another; becaulc other 
| aflitions arc not ſo direc pre- 
| monitions of death, which ſhould 
| be the mediration of our whole 
| life. Arthird, for that this cor- 
reQtion doth not onely minde us 
of our finnes paſt, and upbraid; 
' us with them, that wee may rc- 


Benefits 
of licknes. 


| 


pent, but ſerves alſo for a curb 
or reſtraint to hold us in from | 
ruſhing into the world of enormi- 
ties and finnes,to which our cor- | 
ruptand unbridled nature other-, 
wiſe would carry us head-long : 
for by ſickneſſe the fleſh which 
rebels againſtthe ſpirit is weake- 
ned; and morecaſily obſerves that 


OI 
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an _ —  - 
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precept, of not ſuffering finne to 


Health \ Fourthly, health of body: is an! 
dangerous occaſion of many evills, cſpeci- | 
ally whenthe ſoule is ſicke, or 11! | 
INuqua | affteted. fNo where (faies one)! 
pejs 492 can the corrupt heart dwell | 


7301118 
pore ger worſe, or more dangerouſly, then 


| aninwba- ina healthybody. Fiftly, when 


| bitat. Pet. ..: : R 
lib.n, diat weſeea man in his bed of ſick- | 


=; nefſe, how -much doe wee finde | 
him changed ( if there bee any 

| ſparke of grace in him.) from | 
| that hee was before? Hee hates 
: his former diſorderly courſe, and ' 
| himſelfe for it. Hee reſolves 
| (though hap'ly with great 
| weakeneſle, and —_ _ | 
recovery, inconſtancy ) yet he 
nn at leaft _—_ eS Aare-, 


binds himſclfero God for it by 
many promiſes and yowes : .in 
08 ____health| 


rcigne in our mortall bodies. | 


ſolution for amendment : and he!- 


.v 
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men AO 
| health withmoſt menitis farre 0- 
therwiſe, 


Againe,the want of health may | yealthcs. 
be borne the more patiently, both | mon co | 


by aged and younger folke, be- —_ 


cauſe hcalth is a thing common 
| , with usto inferiour creatures, not 

peculiar tro man: as Pſal. 36.6. 
[Lord thou preſerveſt man and eaſt, 
| ' From which place, S. LAuftine. 

obſcrves, that we ſhould not bee 
{| proud of health,and we may from 
the ſame ground, that there is no 
cauſe of our being much dejeted, 
forthe wan: of it, 

Well then: wereit granted that | _ . 
old-age... is followed with more forace. 
diſeaſes then the other ; this not- 
withſtanding would beno di 
graccto it: a benefit ratheras hath 
beene proved. But by the con- 
current judgement of Phyfitians, 
| Kappearcs to be otherwiſc.. For 
| K 3 they | 


— —— 
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they rel! us that old-men are not 
| ſo{ubjeto ſickneſſeas the youn- 
ger, and that the reaſons of ir are 


- | theſe, One, their temperance 
above others, by which(ſay they) 


the moſt depraved ard corrupt 
nature of man is preſerved and 
held in a healthy conſtieution, 
Another, becauſe they are ſen- 


neſſe, and thereby become wary, 
| and ſuffer not the diſeaſes to take 

root in them. And the laſt is 
their cold and dry temper, which 
frees them from hot fevers, in- 
flammations,and corrupt humors. 
Whenceirtis (8 faith Plme) that 


lence. Hereunto wee may adde 
the common Proverbe, A Phy. 
fitian, or afoole. A Phyfitian by 
| experience and many obferya- 


*, _ them. 


ks CE I =" 


fible of the leaſt cauſes of fick- | 


they are lefle ſubje&-rothepeſti. | 


tions; or a foole for -want of | 


'J 


| 
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| ge Re 
them. Now weknow none hath 


(kinde of Phyſitian. 


- 
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ſo much expericnce as the Old. 
man, whoſe many yearecs afford 
him opportunity and meanes to 
be to Fimfelfe an Emperike, a 
The care- 
1eſneſſe of former ages, have (hap- 
pily)bred diſcaſes in him: and 
tee by his skill and knowledge 


. 


gotten by experience, praQtiſcth 


the cure. The other ages are as | 


violent winds and ſtormes that 
by often beating upon this houſe 
of clay (or as bad inhabitants 
chat by their neglet) bring ir 
out of reparations; and ,O x. v- 
As n isasthe Carpenter to rc- 
pairc it, 
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Old-age 
hath ex- 
Perience. | 


> 


Propin, 
quity of 
geath ob- 
| zeRed a- 
'gaiatOld| 


l agce | 


E 


| the anſwer. 
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The I 11. Chapter. 


Containing the next and laſt iſ. 
grace cait upon Or p-AGt, and 


"He lak impuration is this ; 
that to 'the O-LD-M AN, 


Adcath i is at hand, and knockes at 
” doore, as it were, ready to 


| bile in and' ceaze upon ! him, 


| 


| G 


And herenow we are fallen upon 
wpngrea of Death, and I re- 
Joyce. at the occaſion, imploring 
ds helpe;that I may bee pro- 
' freably ſeaf ble of what I deliver 
| ——_ this point, and may 
bringit home tomy ſelfe for my 
better preparation. 

In ir, I will endeavour to prove | 
firſt that to be'-ndare to death i is 
Not a ng a happineſle thr | 
k 24 


i 
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— 


— 


| . 
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ther. 'Secondly, thar were itanaf- 
fition,as ir is deemed to be,:the 
| other agesare as liable" ro it as 
{ this. And laſtly,rharthe former 
| part of mans life ill order'd, is 
one and not the leaſt cauſeot Old- 
ages haſting to the grave, 
'Touching the firſt... What ts 
therein Death that may make it g: 
miſery tb a good Old-man eIs it 
thar which David,:Pſalns.6. and 
other ' where pleaded for the 
lengthening of hislite 2 In death 
| there isno remembrance of thee; 
| Fc. And Hezekias, Iſaiah. 38. 
The zrave cannot confeſſe thee ? 
That indeed ſhould bee a princi- 


andrhe thunning of dearh. - The 


that wee may. tonger-enjoy this 
wogfd, and the comforts of-ir, as 
that we mayhave longer time to 
apt 28 
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pall motivero- the defirerof lite, | 


end of it ſhould be;nor ſo much 


wy 
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gocon inthe workes of our cal- || >: 
ling, that God may by us bee yer || n« 
more glorified inthis world: and | «: 
E. | that here now grace may grow || þ; 
 andincreaſe ſtil] more and more || þ 
inus, and ſoour glory bee an- | 
{werablc in the worldto come |t 
wx] ": "The —_ _ moſt bo en | | 
. | among the Heathen, who cou 
xa, + much and have written alſo 
death, | (thoughtono yo_en ) ae — 
| | eomtenenends, of the contempt 
| | death : whoalſothat they Fo 
b{- ſceme no leſſe couragious indeed | |: 
| than inword; have many ofthem | {| 
—_ rhis enemy, and de- | | 
ately encounter'd him (asar | || 
(op day, ſome among us, though | #5 
better enformed of the danger of | 
it, doc ;»dxel,in fingle cambar, 
and other unwarrantable at- | | 
' tempts) they all (I ſay) may be 
| likened to the man whom our 
| i "IONS —Savi-| 
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neſle, In that zoing to warre, hee | 

| conſults not afore hand, how able. | 

( he is to meet him that comes againſt | 
| him. Certainely death may bee 
counted asthe laſt,ſorhe moſt po: | 
tent and dangerous enemy,when it 
is in its full ſtrength (that ſtrength 
which God himſclfe pur into ir 
immediately after the fall.Ger.3, ) 
And when we are naked and de- 
| ſtiture of the armour of 'proofe, 


[ Eph.6. weake al(o, as not ſtxeng- 


{| Chriſt our champion overcame 
|; thiseneray forus. For Gad hath 
| | ſer him upon us, and ſtrengthened 
him againſt us : and what are we 
then of our ſclves to withſtand | 
him? Yer our good God' hath * 
- | provided a remedy : not that we., 
ſhould recover our former 
ſtrength; orbe able of our ſelves | 


"SE ——_— . . —— Sw. * —— = — 
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 thened by that victory, wherein | 


Zi, 


Death 
wherein 


cerrti ble, | 


Remedy 


agal 


death, 
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icel.z.ry) is the ſtrength of ſinne: ' and 


=Ro.8 35 Chriſt. No, m ſaith the Apoſtle; 


| [oihb.s. | hoabe. O,bur "wir oe is for 


to breake the Serpents head, bur 
that the. ſeed of the woeman | 
ſhould doe it. He it isthrough | 
whom it comes, thatthis enemy 


4x hath no power over us, becauſe 
: 1 i hee hath deſtroyed the Divell who 


k;Cer.is had the power of death, * and hath | 


| taken away the ſting of it, by his 
ſuffering for our finnes: andthe 
rigourand curſe of the law,which 


' hath put out alſo the hand-writing 
of ordinances that was againſt us, 
By this great mercy of God we 
become conquerours over death, 
yea; more then conquerours. 
Rom.$. }, but ( may ſome man 
ſay) death when it comes may 
bercave us of our confidence in 


 aither life, nor death,8:C. ſhall be 


”— | vitude to death all ony life lang. 
| _— Irve,, 


1 
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T1ue,cf our ſelves : but we are de- 

livercd from this alſo by Chriſts 
dearh,as inthar place. 

Thus we ſce that death 1s not 
miſery. Ir is as eafie to proove 
| that it is great happinefle. Wee 
have itby a voice from Heaven. 
* Bleſſed are the dead which die it the 
Lord. 

For the further manifeſtin 
of the point : Firſt, ler it be lata 
downe as a ceraine truth, that 
corruption is the way to genera- 
tion, Wee finde it to-be fo in 
things naturall, Ayre becomes 
water, but firſt it muſt leaverobe 
aire : water rcturnes to - aire, 
but withall it leaves to bewater. 
In things artificiall : the mines 
bred: in the bowels of the carth, 


| 


muſt firſt be digged up t after, by | 
fire purged of their drofſe : rhen | 


wayto g 
neration, 


| 
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a 
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| made'malleable: after, caſt into | 
| fo | 2 
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a mould for faſhion, and laſtly th 
filed and poliſhed, thattheymay |Þ}| a 
| The Body Lecome? veſſels for. uſe. The || \ © 
} iroyed by, body of death is not deſtroyed 


and more uſefull faſhion. The | 
1 Cedars which Hiram gave to, S4- 
| lomos; for the building of the | ] 
-.._* | Temple, were. firſt cut downe, | 
| ſquared. and franied, before they 


| death. = | (Faith Chryſoftorm ) as the brafſe, || | c 

| cap. x. | whenit is melted and caſt, thar a i 

. {| Hom.25- | veſſell may be made of it : it lo- | 
F- ſerh nothing, but gaincth a better | 

| 

| 


| 
could become that glorious houſe | 
of God.; Theſame is true of the | 


' 


———————_———_— 


bernacle muſt firſt be diflolved, | 
as we {aid before, and then after- | 
wards wee have a building of | 
God. - And the ſeed that is caſt 
iaro-.che ground muſt die, and 
then be quickned, and have anew 


point-in; hand. . /The earthly Ta- | 


es ee et 


body givenyato it. The wayto | | 
"9. re 


un —_ —_.—— — 4 : 
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the putting on of incorruption, 
and immoraliry,is the putting off 
of corruptionand mortality. 

Is ir not a bleſſed thing thar 
opens the gates of Heaven rous? 
is it not the Merchants happi- 
neſle, after his long travailes, and 
his venturing on the Sea through 
many ftormes and tempeſts, that 
now at the laſt he is in the haven, 
his ſhip full-fraught wich rich 
wares, and he neerc his houſe and | 
home, thething often wiſhed and 
much longed for 2 4 Dearh (faith 
| once?) is ports walorum, the ha- 

ven in which a man takes har- 
bour, freed from all-former dan- 
gets. Oueri dt cita worte ( ſaith 
Seneca) eff qutri, quid cito navi- 
gars, To complaineof a ſpeedy 
death, is to diflike that we have 
{od ſoone paſſed the dangerous 
| ſeas. © Can any thing more plea- | 

| —_— PR fingly 


— 


d; 8 


- | which holds ir downe,and keepes 


the clog of that' maſſe of clay 


itfrom its proper place to which 


Book, -: APlea © Chbaþeas | 


| fingly befall the rightly affected 
| ſoule, then to be freed from im- 
{ priſonmentinthe body, and from 


it would mount up, were it not ſo | 
held 2. Is not hee. that runnes a | 
race, - Or: travels - a journey; ;or | 
workes; hard all day; glad when | 
he is at: the end of his labonrand 
royle;7,Or he that hghts, when 

hehaharained the vidory 2., Or 

wouldizhey be againe in the be-. 


[ FI Þ $ 
: . * d » 41 
gn . "| 


| journey, or fight *:; Pretjoſa mars, | 


' tanquans. fins laborun ganquam yi 

Fori £ conſunmatio,. tan quam Ut | 
janua,n& perfete - ſecuritatss tn. | 
ereſao; , How wap ſhould | 
death be tous (ſairh S, Berward) | 
death-rhat is the gnd, of-our la+ 


 bours, the conſummation of, our | 


vict 
| 1ctory, 
—_llt... rt _ —— 
_ == CO — - IST TS \ mates Aa Cad _- 
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| happinefle thar death brings with 


SI 
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victory, the gate to life, and an 
entrance into, perfect ſecurity. 
rS. Auſtin ſaith it Is the laying 
downe of a heavy burden. Is it 
not a happineſſe to be deliver'd 
from ſinning, from the eempta- 
tions of Saran, the allurements of 
the world, .and the rebellion of 
the fleſh againſt the Spirit in us? 
Centainely dexth is a bed of peace 
and reſt .Tſa.57;2'. - 

Who will or can doubt ofthe 


ir, when he confiders how many 
and great the good - things are 


Death 


brings 
happineſle 


which accompanics it e Firſt, 
the perfetion of grace, which 


before was weike and in fmall }- 


meafure, Secondly the manſior} 


or place which Chriſt is gone be- 
foreto prepare for us, even tapre: 
ſence with God, where there is -fwll- 


eſſe of joy>8cc. BY 2113.10 2278 
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ts. til... AA 


= 
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| the thing he adviledly much de- 


] 


| 


© Is not hee happy that is neare 


fires? Idefire, faith the Apoſtle, 
robe with (brit. S. Auitin tels 
us thathe in whom this defire is, | 
doth not patiently die, bur lives | 
| patiently and dyes with joy and' 
| delight, Hee ( faies S, Jerom ) 
that daily remembers and conſi- 
; ders of his diffolution, contems 


| 


things preſcntand haſtens to thar 


The 


which is to come. | 
| All rhe faithfull before the. 


kingdome comming ofour Saviour were in| | 
of grace | | 


[brings ioy ajoyfull expeRation of his com-. 


| wing: many Prophets and righ- 
= he defired $ they warned 
for the conſolation of 1/rael, as i 
| Simeen, Luk.2. Aﬀet, when hee 
was Come, what rejoycing was 
theres Then the Angell brings 
| tidingsofgreat joy, and a triuſti- | 
jul of the heavenly hoſt, joytied 


— 
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with himin a joytull praiſing of 
God. Glory beto God on high, &c. 
then Simeon, Lord now letteſt thou 
thy ſervant depart in peace, for mine 
eyes have ſeene thy Salvation. Af- 
ter againe, when Tohn Baptiſt had 
prepared the- way, and wone Dil- 
ciples ro Chriſt, how rcjoyced 
they at the fight of the Lamb of 
God: cAnarew to his brother 
$1908; wehave found the <HMeſ- 
fias, and Philip to Nathaniel, we- 


| the Prophets did writt. Both Tobn 
and Chriſt himſelfe for the in- 
creaſe of their joy that hard 
them, made this the ſumme vf 


have found him of whom © Moſes and | 


Þ their preaching, Reperr, for the— 


Kingdome of God is athand:yet(to | 


bring itnow home ro our purpoſe) 
al this was butthe Kingdome of 

race; and if when chat was ar 
Fan; thee wastanſ> of To grear 
4. £388 L 2 Wl: 19y» 
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15.30, 
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death un* Hetweenethe body andthe ſoule) 
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w-lcome |; . } 
| 
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* 2 Cor. thu,* receiveſt nos the ſentence of 
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10y, as indeed there was ; then 
[now much greater cauſe is = 
there, when the Kingdome of 

GLror1s is athand, and even w 
come unto us, how great joy ||| 
'and happineſle muſt there needs h1 
| bee? .. | thu 
' Thetruthis, every mans death ||| 9 
is ſuiting to hislife ; if hebe ble(-/ i 
ſedin his life, he is more ſoin his ||| *! 
| death, which followes a good |{| © 
life. In a word,if thou fhrink and | 
draw backat the thovght of thy | 
death (which is a common infir- |} 


& anime dulce conſortium : of ſo. 
reat force in the ſweet ſociety, 


in.caſc it be thus with thee, it is || 
| becayſe death comes not intothy | 
frequent cogitations z becauſe | 
'n thou dieft not daily, becauſe 


deat l 


me < 


— I 
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| 
ti 


| 


| that continually thinkes ofdeath, 
{| cafily tramples upon whatſocyer. 


| 


| mur_reddere ; be free in offering 


deathin thy felfe , Mortem effice fa- 
milisrem (laith Seneca) mt ft tra 
ſors tulerit, poſts ill obviam ire, be 
well acquainted with dearh, that 
when he comes, thou maiſt mcer 
him as a friend, and entertaine 
him with joy. Facile contemmt 
omnia, qui ſemper cogitat ſe- efſe 
moriturum (faith ? S. Terom,) hee 


may -diſmay him. Or it is for 
thatthou haſt not yerlearned * of 
Saint Chryſoſtome, Offerarus Deo 
pro munere, quod pro debito tene- 


up thy ſelfe to God as a gift, 


which weeare bound to yeeldto | 
him as a debt. Or, becauſe thy 


life hath beene vitious, «Mala 
mrs putande non eft (* ſaith Saint 
Auſtin) quam boys vita preces 
fit,that death may not be counted 


| 


L 3 evill, 


1 In Epiſt. 


a1 Paulii.) 


—  — 


" Spe Mat 
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Death 
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red by an 
2t-hidy, | 
* De Ct- 


vitate 
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| man: 4 Plea Chap.4, 
evill, whichis foregon by agood 
life. Thouartlothtodie,where. 
fore £ thou haſt lived ill, and fo 
art unprepared for death, know 
that the reaſon of this want of 
preparation is,becauſethouart not 
throughly perſwaded and reſol- 
ved that thou ſhalt die, nor doſt 
truly beleeveit ; hap'ly thou canft 
fay, from a generall ſwimmi 
thovghtof death, that we are all 
| morrall, orthe like: bur a firme 
and conſtant belcefe of it, is farrE | 
from thee, for otherwiſe thou 
wouldeſt live in continuall ex- 
peRation of thy diflolution, and 
prepare thy ſclfe forthat day.that 
houre, knowing that then inftant- 
ly thowart brought tojudgement. 
It newes be brought to: a City, 
that the enemie is comming a- 
uu it andready to befiege it; 
| we thinke they belceve it, 
when 


tt. A dee AE. 
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when they make no preparation 
for defence, Quotidie merimuy, 
quotidie nut amnr, & tamen aternos 
nos efſe 'credimws, * ſaith Saint 
Ierom, we dic daily, and every 
day are we changed, and yet we 
dreame of eternity, even here in 
| thislife. Or hap'ly,therealan of 
thy fearc of death, is, thou art faſt 
glucd tothy carthly portion, thy 
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riches,thy plcaſurcs,thy honours, 
thy friends. Shake hangd(ar leaſt | 
in contentment) with theſe, and 
all will bee well, forſake them 
now while thou liveſt, and then 
thou canſt not in regard of them, 
thinkedcath thine enemic, or that ' 
it rakes cither thec\from them, or 
them from thee; if rhou have 
thy treaſure in Heaven, there thy 
heart will be, and from thy heart 
and treaſure thou wilt not be con- 


tentedly ; but wiltlove and em- 
L 4 brace) 


| 


* 1n Epi, | 
44 Heliod 


q 


Death 
embitte. | 


red by 
love of 
this world 
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' \brace the” meſſenger ' and guide | || c< 
| which "conducts thee 'to them; | [| 1+ 
| namely thy death, | {c 
T- | , | Bur (willſomemanſay) how | [|| \ 
| can there bee happineſſe in that | Þ| | 
which all men, yca all the orher | || Þ 
creatures doe ſhunne? for they 
all naturally defire to preſerve | ||| 
theiy eſtate of being what they | 
"= _ | are; afid by all meanes ayoid their | 
| being diſſolved, x 
| .| Hw | Tanſwerfirſt, Deathand diffo. | || 
| | death ab- 1 on istwo waics to be confide. | 


} horred , >. © 
| and how | red : Either ſimply as it is an abo- 


|| |} defired. | liſhingof apreſent eſtate, oras it 
1 is a paflage toa future better con- | 
} ditions itisthe former, natural- | | 
i ly itis abhor'd ; bur as it tends 
to perfe&tion, it is both in it ſelfe 
defirable,and by the creatures de- | 
fired and longed for before it | 

I comes; and when it preſents It 

f | ſclfe,right welcome and embra- 

1 | ced, 


W—_ li 
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lends ſo was it byth' Apoſtle,Ph1il. | 
1.23. he deſired to depart; or as | | 
ſome tran{late it, to be diflolved. 
{ Why? nor 1n reſpe& of death ir | 
ſelfe, but becauſe by this death, | 
he ſhould paſſe to :a better lite; 
he ſhould live with Chriſt, hee 
ſhould - bee deliver'd from his 
claicy hauſe, as that word diflol- 
ved imports: or diſmiſſed, as 
Bezareadsit,and our neweſt tran- 
{lation that is, ſer free from im- 
priſonment in the body, and from | 
| the milerics of rhis life,and hence 
| It is that the Apoſtle there pro- | 
| felſesthat he ſhall gaine by death, 
| Ver.21 he ſhall gaine Chriſt by 
it, enjoy him fully, and with him 
glory, even the crowne whicn he | 
aſpires unto, 2 Tim.g. hence it is \ | 
alſo that deathis longed for, and | 
earneſtly groned after; as 2 Ger.5 
neither:is. this true which hath | 
beene: 
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ir 
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| | | Deatha 


beene ſaid,* onely of the faithfull 
among men, but of the other crea- 
tures alſo; with earneſt expeRa- 
tion they grone and travaile in 
paine forthe day of their renova- 
tion, Rom, $.19,22. 

Sothen, it is plaine that death 
though itbe not ſimply and in it 
{clfe good and defirable, yet for 


I—_— — , 4 


that which commeth of it, it | 
Is. 

And this may be further mani- | 
feſted by ſimilitudes,with which 
the ſame Apoſtle doth furniſh | 
us 


Firſt,in the place afore-named, 


pulling | 2 Coy.,5.1, the body, our earthly, 
—_ manſion, is compared to a taber- 


nacle, 


cacle, a weake and moveable 
| houſe or dwelling : our heavenly 
habitation ro a firme building,! 
| not made with hands, but eternall 


| inthe heavens, and 1Cor.15. our 
nt 


— _@G(_— 
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| interred bodicsare likened rothe 
| ſeed which is caſt intorthe ground, 

and is there corrupted and dies. 1 
| will apply theſe compariſons to 
our preſent purpoſe. 

Truc indeed, an old weake de- 
caycd houlc, | is not in this happy, 
| that it is taken downe, betterito 
be in that meane eftate in which 
it was before, thennot at all to be, 
but herein conſiſts the happineſle 
of its demolifhment, that thereby 
| it becomes anew faire building, | 
farre more glorious in it ſelfe,and. 


more profitable for uſe then be- 
fore. 

So againe, the ſeed is not in 
that happy, that ic is corrupted 
| and rotted in the carth, bur that 
Corruptio uNLus 1S gener atio alter; ws, 
the dying of the ſecd,is the life of 
the corne that ſprings from it. 
| Thou foole, ſaith t PAY pirrs 
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C | Ghriſts ReſurreQionzand they are 
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which thou ſow:fl, is not quickned,'| 
except it die. | | | 


Thegrare Thus we ſee there is ſtill hap- ! 
51 Goid:, pineſſe in death, The grave may | 
 forve, | be likened to the Gold-ſmiths 
s Forgc; in irour bodies arerefined | 

' aid poliſhed by Gods Almighty 
| hand, and by the power of 


A —_—— — - — 


made of corruptible incorrupti- 


and ſ{othat comesto paſle which | 
| wehave, Rom.. 28.That all things | 
worke together for good to them that. 
| | love God: itis true of afflictions 
which are rhe fore-runners of 
death, and true of death ir ſelfe, 
* 1 Eor. | and therefore the © Apoſtle tells 
3:z | us, that whether it bee life or death, 

| thimes preſent, or things to come,' 
'® 7xca1,  Allarc ours : and well ſaith * Saint 
| eee.Serm. | Bernard, Bona mors, que vitam 
; 5 ' non aufert, ſed transfers in meling, | 


| 
| | | Ble, and of mortall immortall, | 
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O happy death that deprives us 
not of life, bur changes this for a 
farre better. Dies mort (ſaith Se- 
neca) quem tanquam extremum 
formid as, eterni natalis eſt, How 
art thoudeccived in thy thoughts 
of death 2 the day of thy death, 
whichthouſo much feareſt as thy 
laſt day ; tothee is the Birth day 
of eternity;and Euripides anſwera- 
bly, wiwere mori eff, mori autem 
vivere, to live isto die, andtodie 
is ro live.v4z. cternally, | | 
Bur now, another block lies in m_— 
our way, another Objection, | moved. | | 
which muſt alſo bee anſwered, 
How bleſſed by that (may ſome | 
man ſay) which is acurſe and pu- = 
niſhment for ſinne? that which | 
God hath armed againſt us (as 
was ſaid before) forthe executi- 
of of that doome; 1s the day that | 
thin eat e;t,thou ſhalz ave the death ? | | | 
TILING To 4 
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EE. ee 


Other 
ages as 
liable to 


S | death as 


| | 
| 


Old-age. 


EI 


| To this I fay firſt, that the 


ſtle anſwers it, 1 Cor.15.54» 


55. the moſt hurtfull creatures, 
if once they bee diſarmed and 
weakned, cannot hurt usz much 
leffe when they ate overcomeand 
flaine for us, and to out hand, as 
we lay 


: ſois death, Chriſt hath 


rakeh away the ſting of it, and 


being 


conq 


all more then Conquerours | 


| byandin him. 
Now, the ſecond point fol- 


lowes, which Ipropoled for the 
igany 


____anſwering{ 


—_ 


uer'd -it,. and all adverſe ' 
power that might ſtop'our pal: 
ſage to Heaven. And as when 
Goliah was overcome by David, 
| this victory made all the people 

of 1/rael, for whom hee fought, 
Conquerours, and freed them 
from tht power of the encmie: | 
ſo our David, having overcome | 
atdconquered death, weare ſafe, 


4. 4a 
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anſwerits of this laſt ——- 
(that Od. -2ge is a neere ncigh- 
bour.to dearth:) v7z. rhat other 
agesare as liable to it as this, and. 
many rimes as neere; 

It is obſetyed © by one, that 
there are three meſſengers of 
| death, caſualiry, fickneſſe, and 
Old-age. 

Calualities and the unhappy 
| accidents that doe befall men, 
and ſhorten their lives, are indeed 


many, ſomewhere whole Citics| 


have beene overthrowne by 
| earthquakes, others burnt up by 
lightnings: ſome by fire: whole 
| regions \wallowedup bytkeearths 
gaping forthem, many men and 
places deſtroyed by the in- 
undarions of the ſea, and many 
other caſualities happen daily ; a 

haite drimke in mills, a ſtone in | 


| 


8fape, aſmall boncinafiſh,have 
| Fre JOY beene 


A 


* Hugo dt 
laure 


| tid 
befall all 
ages, |» 


{ 
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Li | beene meanes of choaking, ſome | 
| | have dyed with ſuddaine joy. || |! 
Warres, and the Peſtilence,how 
| | | many thouſands doe they de- 


—__— 


f voure 2 a multitude of ſuch acci- 
IL, dents there are:but no age is more 
'F | free from thele meſſengers, then 
' þ this we ſpeake of, and that for 
Fd | theſe reaſons, Firft, becauſe this 
| is an age of the beſt temper and 
orcateſt moderation, and circum, 
'} | ſpeRion, whereby divers ofthoſe 
_- | dangers are avoided. Secondly, 
| ' becauſe it is nor ſo much in bodi- 
'T [ly action, asthe reſt. Thirdly, for 
'F | char it. mooves leſle, ſtirres lefle 
| ; abroad, giving it ſelfe to retired- 
| \ncfſe, Fourthly, it isnot preſtto | 
| the warres, where death-compaſ- 
| ſes men abour, and is daily and | 
| hourely expeed. Beſides, it is 
free from quarrells, and leſſe ſub-:| F| t 
| jeto ſurfetrings, to breaking or: Nr 
alt- {; 
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' will tand ready every houre to 
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disjoynting of limbs, or to dcad- 
ly wounds,&c. 

' Touching the ſecond meſſen- 
ger of death, Bodily dilcaſes, 
they areihotherages moe, more 
ſharpe, and more incurable: eve- 
ry man will graar tt. 

If ir be ſaid, thar though theſe 
two mcſſengers ſhould paſſe b 
Old-men, yet their age it ſelfe 


arreſt thein, I anſwer,thar neither 
is that ſo; for * the Schoole- 
mary teils us. thar Or v-Aon 
ſomerimes equals ali rhe other 1n 
yeeres and durance, and whereas 
of the reſt there is a cortaine {ct pe- 
riod and end; of this there is 


/tin# 43. 


CD — 


none: for no man knowes when 
an Old-man fhall die, 2nd ceaſe! 
robe an Old-man. 8 Saint Jerome 
tells us, that Nemo tam frets v- 


ribas & decrepits [eneftuts eſt ,quin 
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Eve a7 
ha a S 
more 
certaine 
period 
then Old- 
Age. 
ITho. 4* 
Sent dis 


artic 3, 


5 /n eptſ/t, 


quadam. 


" "Ov. - —_ Me a6 
C __ 


\_ 
V: 


bn ET 


tto—_— ee EO 


151 


non ſe putet unum adhuc apnum eſſe 
victurum, thatthere is not any in 
1{trengrh ſo decayed, and in age ſo 
decrepit, asnotto thinke he ſhall 
live yer one yeere longer. 


No cer- Further we know that the yon- | 
cainty of 
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life. 


geſt hath no leaſe, no certainty of 
the number of his daies ; and 


for it behooves him that hath no 


| tionof death, as well asthe aged : 
ſer day for his debt, to be at all: 


Socrates was wont to ſay, that to 
 Old-men death ſtands before 
them "continually 1n heir ſight ; 


| hind,that unawares he may come 


 rherefore muſt ſtill be in expeta- | - 
| times ſolvendo ready for payment. 


bur to young- men hee Jurks be- | 


Diftempcx upon them, as an enemy that lies 
of former, ij ambuſh. 


the nea- | 


" 
- 


" The third part of my anſwer 
remaines: which retortsthe fault | 


- Mins bacon) of Old-ages being 


, fo 
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ſonecre to death, upon the true 
cauſe of it : viz. mens intempec- 
rance, and diſorder in the former 
| part of their life, I will briefly 

paſſethrough the particular fore- 
g0INg ages. 

In Infancy many times the 
milke in the nurſing, er food, 
whenit hath left the breſt; is an- 
holſome : whereby anill foun- 
d:tionis laid for the bodily con- 
ſtitutton. And heere (by the way) 
I cannot but blame the indiſcreet 
peremptorineſle of ſome, who 
doubt not to make this agenerall 
rule or Maxim, that God never 
makes the wombe fruitfull, and 


the breft barren: and thereupon 
ſtick not to conclude, that-no 


| to nurſe: true;not of nicenefſe, and 
to ſhunne the paines- and trouble 
of it. Yet it cannot be denied, 
IMs. 


| 


woman may put forth herchilde ks "I, 


Cauſes of 
intants 
death, 


cales chil. 


dren may 
be pur AJ 


co nurſe, 
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thatthereare many caſes inwhich | 

| 

the mother not onely may refuſe | 

Irhis office (which in ir ſelfe is| 
moſt naturall, I confeſſe, and; 
lies neercly upon her) but is 2 
cruel! motherto her child (to fay 
nothing of her ſcltc) if ſhee doe. 
| otherwiſe: for what weakneſle, | 
and how many deſcaſcs may bee 
derived from a mother (in ſome | 
caſes, Iſay, and of ſome conſtitu- | 
' tions)tothe child;to its utter over- 
 throw,and undoing? and beſides,it 
isnottruethat the mothers breaſts | 
. , arenever dry : [nor that thaie can. 
benoother thing, thatmay juſtly | 

excuſe herrefuſing ro be a nurſe. : 

| But Tleave the digrefſion, having | 
but occaſionally and by the way | 

fallen uponit. And now further | 
I ſay, thatoften through want of ; 
attendance the poore infant falls 
into many miſchicfes; alwhich 
| it 
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| ir carries with itto Old-age, if the 
| grave prevent 1tnot, 
|, 'Child-hood is ſubjet to as 


Book te for Ouo- 


| great diſtempers and hurts. 
The. Young-man is next, and 


| Cauſes p 


his affe&iors for the moſt part,are 
ſtrorg andviolent (as hath beene 


him, hereſolves to picaſe his ap- 
petite in diet,ro ſatisfie his deſire 
of pleaſures in; immoderate re- 
| creations,and to nouriſh the pride 
| of his bodily firength andadtive- 
neſſe. in violent.exerciles, and his 
luſtsalſo in wantonnefſe,and then 
| no. maryaile: if an intemperate 
yolth leaves to Oron-AcGn a 
weake and worne-out body, 

i» Of mature, or the ripe age, 
what ſhall we ſay * that. (a man 
would -thinke) will be wary of 


doingwrang to ſo good, ſo nccre | 


ſhewed.) whatſoever comes of | 


| 


death in 
child. 


hood. 


| 


{ 


Cabfes - | 
death in 4 


m 2N=3gC, 


 ancighbouras: Or v-AG un isto 
2 | ; M 3 ; It, | 
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Evill of 
- former 
ages fol. 
loyy Old- 
Age. 

b ta FA 
non acce- 
pimas bre 
vem Vitz, 
[ed ſeci- 
mas * cn 


exiguun 
tempus ba. 
bemus,[ed 
mulium 
perdimus : 
Recineſes 
ejue ſed | 
Prodigi (u- 
mwa. De 
brevitais 
VOite. 


| 


i 


it. Yet we know, and cannot bur 

obſerve ſo much, that the two vi- 

ces before noted do adhereto it; 

covetouſneſſe and ambition put. 
men upon many labours, toyles 

and attempts, which hotly and 

eagerly purſued, according to the | 
extent of their defires; cauſe ſur- 
fctings and bring many infirmi- 

ties and diſeaſes upon it: which 

rend direRly to death. 

Now all theſe evills inthe end, 
fall to the lot of the Old-man, 
broughtupon him (as we ſce) by 
the foregoing partof his life ; and 
therefore to it they muſt be impu- 
cd, and it maytruly be ſaid, that 
if Old-men bee neere to death, 
they are thruſt upon it by their 
predeceſſours, the former ages. 
® Soit is (ſaith Sexeca) wee have 
notreceived a ſhortlife, but wee 
have made it ſhort: the time wee | 
have | 
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have is not little, but wee loſe 
_ of it by waſtfull prodiga. 
ity, 

ad that the ſickneſſes of 
elder yeeres (the cauſes of deaths 
approach) bee they moe, or be 
they fewer;are to be imputed to 


| former errors & diſorders indiet; 


we may have ſome proofe from 
thoſe two famous .Phyfitians, 
Hippocrates and Galew': bf whom 
the former lived to anhunder'd, 
the other to an hunder'd and 
foure : and how, but through 
their knowledge and care,. by 
which they attained to a rare 
temperance in the former part of 


| their life. * The E/# alſo (a 


Se among the Jewes) were very 
temperate and ſparing in their 
diet; and by -meanes thereof 


lived ordinarily ro an hun- | 
der'd. | 


M-4 To | 
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To- conclude, waen all is faid 
that may bee brought either .by 
the deſpiſers cr accuſers of this 
2gc 3 It muſt bee confeſſed that 
length of daics is a great bleiling, 
when a man comesro'hisgrave-in 


corne commeth ip, 1n its ſeaſon : 
And howeliecan it bee the ſub- 


ject of a promiſe, as in the fift 
Commandement : Hongur thy 
| Father, &c. that thy daies may bee 
leng inthe land, ec. and t Kwngs 
3614. 1f thou wilt walke in my 
waies (i2iith Godto Salomon) 1 will 
lenethen thy daies, Or how can 


the cartrary be a curſe or puniſh- 
ment. * The-wicked fhall not live 
ot halfe their dayes. Cenainely 
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a full age, * like as a ſhocke of |. 


| 


long lite hathever beene a boone | 


by which God would cxprefſe 
his iove to his deareſt ſervants; 


” % 


| Among other temporall bleſſings 
WW”,  _ whi 


| 
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which he affoorded to Abraham, 
' this is one, andthe chiefe, » They , * S<n.15- 
| ſhalt be buriedin agood Ola-Age_, | The 
and it was accordingly perfor. 
| med, Gep.25.8. " Tſaac likewiſe. oy 35- 
died an Old-man, and full of dates." G5, ,.| 
® Jacob lived to a1 47.ycarcs.? Das | 48 
vid eſteemed ir: a blefſing earneſt [0 Pal. M 
ly-to be prayed for ; Spare mee 
| thatT may recover my ftrenzth: be: 
fore Igor hence gud bee ma. PE, 
| ſcene, And againe, 4 Nomy\mh ry m4 
1 amolg and gray*beaded @ Gu ab TE 
| forſake meenot, untill 1 hawe ſhewed, 
| thy. ftrength . unto this gener atiguny, | 
&c. and. he obtained. it, 1, Kinge, | 


* 


2. Now, can any man: bee.(0. 
ſhameleſle as to reproach thay Bagh | 
of mans: life, which Gqg him. Il 
wy hath graced, by profiling: 
ang ,giving . it. as. 2 ſpeciall ble 

to ſuch as he entirely ry 4 
ad by threarning and inflict ng: 

the 


i. _— 
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ved 


© 10 Hex- 
am. lib.n, 


*Gen.27. 


| ſed. Mans blefling there ſtands 
firme and irrevocable, and ſhall | 


. þ bleſſed. * Riches and Honour may 


i AG 2, andinfirmity; but eyen 


_— 


the contrary upon the wicked 2 
r I have bleſſed Jacob (ſaith Iſaac 
to Eſau) yea, and he ſhall bee bleſ: 


not Gods much more ? Yes 
certainely ; and therefore O xr p- 
As is both truly and firmely 


be aleft-hand gift, but length of 
daies comes to 1 tin Wiſedomes 
right-hand. Exccllemly * Saint | 
Ambroſe, Quid 'naturam accuſas, 
0 homo ? habet ills impediment. 


tem : ſenettus ipſa in bonts moribus 
| dulcior,gc. O man, why art thou | 
ſo injuriouſly buſic in accuſing na- 
ture? ſhee is not altogether free 
from impediments, as O'r p-| 


that weake age,ina good and holy | 
life is more comfortable ; in; 
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quadam, ſen:ttutem & infirmita-| | 
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counſel! more wiſe, tor conſtan- 

cie toentertaine death, more able, 

and to ſuppreſle luſt more ſtrong 
| then any other age : the infir- | 
mity ofthe body, is the {| | 
mindes ſobriety, 
ſaith he. 

* * 


0 
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In which it is ſhewed| 
that lengrh of daies is digni- 


| fied bytimeandopportunity, 
with many ſpeciall privi- 
| ledges, more then any | 


On O——— 
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———  — 


other age, 


| 
| 
| 
CHAP. 1, | 
| Wherein it is proved that Or v-; | 
As # aarich ſtore-houſe, | 
[3 7F'# treaſurie, 
vat Tltherto I have done' 
d my beſt, to free my, 
<1 ClientOrvp-AGnr 
5 from Calumniati-| 


Pa ons; my ore 


Client, that ſues in forma pavperis, 
or 
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or homins neelet#i, and (1 doubr) 
ſpeeds accordingly : yetthrough 
| my want of skill, rather then of 
will 2nd Fcfitc to manifcſt the]. 
| eoodneſſeof his cauſe. I will now | 
| try what may beſaid for him (the 
I | nexrthing propoſed) by way cf 
| demonſtration, that the cvillsto | 
| which he is ſubjcR, are fully rc- 
Ecatpened by the opportunity 
| and meanes for good, which hee 
| hath above all other ages. 
| Andfirſt,of his firſt priviledge. 
| I will not doubt to ſay, that what- 
 ſoever good thirgs accrew to 
' man in the other part of his life, 
doe all ordinarily m.cet in this 
age, and initare much neerer to 
perfetion, As firft, the orna- 
ments of the 'minde, K xo vv- | 
LeDGz formerly gotten by | 
reading and ſtudy: Wr s n- 
Dom z gathered both by ny 
pO .. - an 


CO OO OI 
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| | x63 | 
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| | 


and experience : for he is indeed 
truly wiſe, who hath found the 
propoſitions, which hee hath laid 
up for his uſe, to be true, by long 
eriall : and is able rigktly to apply 
them in his practiſe, Pxv- 
DENCE, Or dicretion, purcha- 
ſed by along continued obſer. 
ving of all pertinent circumſtan- 
ces,in every caſe, Fox TriTUDp Rn 
and courage, ailing from a right 


| 5 Patience 


6 Con» 


| 
q| 
i , 

| 


\ | facy. [inward. Cons ran c ras be- 


$1 > 
: 4 — being 


hardy and bold as a Lyon. P a- | 
T12NC 2, growing from the | 
many victories which hee hath 
had over affliftions, outward and 


0 { 
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| 


| 
apprehenſion of all occurrences, | 
whereby it comes to paſſe, that 
he feares where there is cauſe to. 
feare (a neceſlary vertue, which | 
who ſo wants, is rather foole-har. 
dy,then valiant) and where there | 
is nocaule of fcare or doubt, is : 


ing ( 


—_— 
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[ 
| 
| 
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Ing (by experience alſo) ſctled 
and well grounded in his judge- | TH 
ment of good andevill, truthand 
falſchood, In a word (to paſſe 
by other particulars) the multi- 
tudeof his yeeres have giventime 
tothemany aQions, from which 
habits doeariſe :*ſo that through 
long cuſtome, both his wits « are | **** 5: 
exerciſed to diſcerne of every] |} 
thing, and likewiſe his mind 1s| 
fra hr with vertues of all 
kindes. 

Neitheris he a ſtorerthis way | External 
only,for the perfeRion of inward |?" _ | 
indowments, but rich alſo in| $14-Age. 
things ourward ; as children, his 
joy and comfort, in whom hee 
ſhall live after death; honour, 
wealth, yea and health alſo, if + 
youth have not played the prodi- } 
gall, and beene a wafter of [' 


. | them, | 
= __ And | 
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——— Eero 


1] Reſem- 
| blances 
betwixt 
| the ſea. 


ages of 
man, 


Fit Gann 
lics, 


L 


— 


' ſons of the : : 
yeare, and! The Spring-time reſembles 


__ 


. And heere now I thinke ofthe 
Analogie,or correſpondency that 
|is betweene the ſeaſons of the 
yeere, and the ages of mans life. 


child-hood : the Summer, and 
therein the growth of the fruits 
of the earth, youth: the Autumne, 
or harveſt, the ripe-age : the be- 
 ginning ofthe Winter, whenall 
'the profits ariſing from the huſ- 
| band-mans labours and charges, 


are come into his barnes and ' 
 ſtore-houſes,' the age we heere | 
"; ſpeake of. Astherfore atrhis time 


of the yeere; the barne is full of 
| corne;' the hive of honey and | 
| waxe; as then the fleece is laid up | 
ready for  warme winter cloa-. 
[thing, andallthe other proviſion, | 
| by the thriving Pater-familias, is | 
ſtored up for the neceſſary uſe of 

the houſe: and as then the Ants 
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heape is growne great for ſuccour | 
rl] and food : foro Old-men all the 
* | forenamed good things come in, 
, WB and crowne this age with all man- | 
; ner of bleſſings: It (I fay)the fore- | 
| going times have not beene floth- | 
| full and unproficable ſervants to | 
their Miſtze for whom they | 
'f were all ſcta worke. So tender- 
| ly is the eye of Gods providence 
| caſt on the Old-Man, that hee 
| takes order for his being plenti- 
fully furniſhed with all necefſa- 
ries, before he brings him to this 
| infirme bodily eſtare, As at the 
Creation man was nor made, till 
God had in a readineſfle for him, 3 
the whole worlds proviſion. | 
But ſoft, will ſome man ſay : let 
| not the Old-man vaunttoo much | 
| of the good hee. receives from| 
© the times paſt and gone © they 
ſtore up'evill ro him as well as 
N food Hh 


> te. om. 
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 Diſcoms | 


forts are 
no diſ- 


par age- 


Books A Plea ChadJts 


good : they daily ſet him on the 


jrhe reckoning comes in. Adiſor- 


ments tO 


Old-Agc- 


ſcore, and he muſt pay all when 


derly impenitent fore-led life 
brings heapes of wrath upon him, 
and the heavie burden of fin, then 
| when heis leaſt ablc tobearc it :: 
'ro ſay nothing of other diſtreſſes in 
his temporalleſtate, 1 anſwer:Ir is 


—  — 


| true; tootrue. The perſon of the 


it is the age ſo much diſregar- 
ded, that is heere pleaded for. 
Now when wee ſee innocency 
ſuffer, how willit affet us? with 
contempt, or commiſeration ? 
ſurely if Or v-Ae = be in any 
man ſo happy (in ſome by Gods 
gracious working it is) as to 
make a Comedy of that which 


Old-man oft-times feeles the|: 
ſmart of thoſe diſcomforts : but 
it is no diſparagemene tothe age | 
| that incurres no blame by it, and 


was © 
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was in danger to prove 2 Trage- 
dy; by concluding whatſocyer 
hath paſſed in rhe doubrfull As 
and Scenes of it in ajoyfull Ca- 
taſtrophe; who will be ſo cnvi- 

ous, as not tograceit with an an- 


{werable Plaudite ? 


| 
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| Touching Orv-Acns ſecond 
= priviledoe, viz. meanes for 4 
greater meaſure of | 

Trace, | 


His my claime for O u »- | 
AGnz, maintiines not an! | 
uncapablcnefle of ir, etrherin In- 
fancy, when God is pleaſed gra- 
tiouſly ro workeit, or in child- 
hood; or theorher two ages ;. bur| 
==. & mn 
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i 


ro grace, 


Fit time 
mult bee 


thing. 
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and place place fit and convenient muſt 


for every | » 


this, That many yeares and long] 
life is no ſmall help this way; and 
, thatin divers reſpes : Firſt, iti 
regard of the time it gives fotit. 
Secondly, in reſpe& of the nature 
of grace, whichis to grow : the 
more certainely, the more time ir 
hath. Thirdly, becauſe God the 
| beſt and richeſt, the bountifulleſ 
maſter doth give the greateſt re- 
ward to them that have ſerved 

him longeſt. | 
Conccraing the firſt. Time and 


be granted to every thing. As 
it was ſaid by the grand Enginer 
| Archimedes, Da ubi conſitam,& 
; movebo terram : ſet mee in a fit 
place, and I will move theearth: 
ſoſaith theskilfull and induſtri- 
ous man, give me time, and I will 
worke wonders. Time it is, by 
which bcingand increaſe is given 
| r 
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ro every creature. Six daics God | 


rooke for the Creating of the 
world, and all things 1n it ; that 
ſhort time hee allotted to thar 
worke: and the reſt of time he 
hath appointed for his providence 
in governing [whatſoever he hath 
made: for his preſerving,ordering, 
and bleſſing with growth and in- 
creale every creature, and each 
goodthing hee hath beſtowed on 
it, From hence itywill follow, 
that the men ro whom God hath 
granted a long time and many 
yecres, have by it the better | 
meanes and helps for adding ſtill 
more and more tothe grace they 
have received. As, to infiſt in 
fome particulars : they may at- 
taine to more knowledge then 
others, and a riper judgement, 
Heb,z.,the Apoſtle compares the 


Word of Godto food: and the 
N 3 _. hearers” 


Old-Age 
hath beſt 


meanes 


for grace.) 


es 


— 


or 
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Ul | hearers & learners ot ithediſtin- 
guiſhes according 'o the ſeverall 


Fi kinds of food. The Word: hath 
l | milk, the firſt principles & cafieſt 
i | pars of it;and thar is for children | 
| | and babes in Chriſt. It hath alſo 
i | [age meate, points of do- 
'' | rine more hard to bee under- 
l | ſtood: this is for men of riper 
is | e in Chiiſtianity, ſuch as: 
jt | through cuſtome, have their wits ||]. 
Id | exerciſed to diſcerne betweene 
| | | good 4nd evill, as in thatplace, 


bid. Vver.12. the difference there is in 
Wee - T the time : | Concernins the time_ 
| (fairh the Apoſtle) yee oveht to be 
118 geachers,&c. 
WH | The light in the dawning of the 

1111988 day is not fo cleere, as when 
| |the Sunis riſen above our Hori- | 
ble | 'z0n : ſo neither is the new-borne | 
ll babe fo. inlightned in his ten- 
I! der yearcs, as when time hath | 
* IFN þ : afforded. 
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affoorded him more growth. 

As it is in knewledge, fo in | Old Age,,, 
fairh. For theexperience a Chri. | Mh.e® | 
tian hath (by long continuance | ** " 
7 this eſte) of Gods mercifull | — | 
caling with him: in things tem- 
val” and irimall © gives 
| ſtrength to his aſſurance: as it 
did to David after his triall of 
Gods aſſiſtance in his overcom- 
| __ {laying the Lyon and 
the Beare, In repentance like- 
wiſe: forby the daily renewing 
of it, throughout a mans life, it is 
ſillmore and more perfedted: and 
lo inthereſt. 

b The corne-ground which 
hath for two Summers and two | 
Winters felt the comfortable | 
heare of the Sunne, and the 
chaſteving froſty-cold, and hath | /1e.f's; 
beene plowed oftenerthen otdi- | #4 


nary, and ſo paſſed through many | / 
_. 8 &. » 


= 


- - . % - 
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more fruitfull: fo the man on 
whomthe comfortable reviving 


Rions,outward and inward, haye 
wrought a long time, 1s by it 
abundantly increaſed inall grace 
and goodneſſe, Why 2 becauſe 
« IT-44-| he hath had more time © for the 
breaking up of his fallow-ground, 
andpreventing thereby his ſow. 
| ing amongthe thornes ; and this 
is the Old-mans caſe: for many 
yeares give himtime and oppor- 


En. 


| 


| tunity for it. 
The Ola-) The myſteries of ſalvation in 


age of | the Old Teſtament, were indeed | 


; the world . k , 
had grea- j Myſteries, being delivered in 


ries- 


ple 4 which were but as infants 
and children : but in the New 


| {tang thereby becomes the| 


rayes of the Sonneof Righteou(- | 
n<fſe, and the bitter nipps of zffli- | 


\ 


— —— 
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ii wyſte-| Types and figures unto'the peo- | 


| Teſtament, and the laſt times (the 
Old- 
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Old-Age of the world) they 
were made more plaine and evi-| 
dent . 2g 
The Apoſtles of our Saviour, in| The Apo- 
their minority, there beginnings, | fl mo 
howweak were they?for their little | in theirels 
faichthey were often checked by | der yeares] 
| their Maſter: and whenthey had 
beene tor a goodſ{pace in Chriſts 
Schoole, they were notwirhſtan- 
ding but novices 4n their con- 
|ceiving of ſome very neceſſary 
points: as of his death, of his 
| ReſurreQion and of the vocation 
| of the Gentiles, and how little 
had they then profited in that pa- 
tience and conſtancy, which 
{ſhould have beene in them? in 
ſuffering, how weake was Peter, 
when hedenied his Maſter in that \ 
fearcfull manner 9 and all the 
Apoſtles at Chrifts death, when' 
they forſooke him? yet after- 
wards 
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wards in their elder yeares, they 
were the trumpets of the Go'pell| 
in preaching: Martyrs in fſuffe.| 
ring : and with knowledge, faith, | 
conſtancy, zeale, and all maner| 
of gifts miraculouſly furniſhed, | 


cribed chiefly to time (as nei» 
ther the orher encreaſe aforec 
mentioned) but to the mighty 
working of the Spirit in them 
yet this, that increaſe of age, or | 


time, gave opportunity for it, 
cannot be denied. | 
What thinke wee of the Pa- 


triarks before the flood ; their! 
many yeeres, their living {ſome 
of them) toalmoſt a 1000, was, 
it not agreat advantage to them, 


Krengrh, 


IES Is 
- 6. 


for the repairing of the Image of; 
God, ſo much defaced not long 
before » 

.. ThenexrReafon to prove that 
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many yeeres give great helpeto; | 
Il increaſe of grace ; is from the na-| | 
ture of ir. Ir is naturally apr, yea 
, || mighty and powerfull in growth. 
r || Whence it followes, thatthe lon- 
| gerit continues inany, the more it | 
- || may grow and increaſe : and. 
OL v-AGc x affeordstime for it, 
| As the Word of God, from ! 
| which ir ariſes and ſprings, * is |« ; per. 1. 
[I :222907tall ſeed, and the ſower, or | 
Sceds-man, God himſclfe, the 
moſt skiltull and Almighty Huſ- 
| band-man, who witty the ſame 
| hand, plants, waters, and gives 
' Y the increaſe : ſo the graceand fruir 
8 it ſelfe, is in ſuch manner bleſſed 
| by rhe worker of it, asthatir hath 
| | power to grow abundantly, 
Inthe firſt of Gepeſes, wer. 28, | 

Ic is ſaid; that God | bleſſed his 
| creatures by giving them power} 


to bring forth fruit, and multiply, 
_ —— bo 
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&c. Now as the bleſſing upon 
thoſe reaſonleſſe creatures was for 
increaſe, and conyeyed tothem | 
a power for the ſame,which wee 
call the ,Law of nature : fo 


ives power likewiſe, not onel 
Dr naturall propagation, but alſo 
for ſpirituall growth ; which we 


| 
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the other blefling upon man, |* 


may call the Law of grace, be- 
cauſe God by the gracious wor. 
king of his Spirit, confers on it | 


# 


child (ſaicththe Apoſtle) 7 ſpake as 
a child, Iunderſtood as 4 child, I 


timcis required for it,{o the more 
time (which is apriviledge of 
Or y-A 6s) the moreopportu- 
nity and meanes. f When I was 4 


| 


| theught as achild; but when T be- 
came 4 man, I put away childiſh. 
neſſe. | 


The ſceds of grace, when they! 


=_ 


this power of increaſing. Now,as| | 
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are firſt ſowne, are the leaſt of all 
ſeeds : yer 'growth (by time) 
makes them thegreateſt : our Sa- 
 viour inſtances for it, * iz the- "I 
graineof muitard-ſeed, | = 
So you have the ſecond Rea-! —_— 
{onto proove, that by mukitude | ſpeacd by 
of yeares grace is multiplied. The | ©94- 
third and laſt, is raken from Gods 
ſpeciall love and reſpe toan old | 
ſervant, (a point before touched) 
and his bounty in rewarding him 
aboveothers. Every good ma- 
ſter doth ſo: and God isthe beft 
Lord that any creature can ſerve. 
He rewards, not onely at the end 
ofthe day, when all our worke is 
done,with a crowne of rightcouſ. 
nefle ; but,the meane while,in the 
Kingedome of Grace likewiſe 
while weare in working,andeven 
by meanes of our work, and for 
ir (asour reward) with a greater | 
mea- 


_ 


— —_ 


- | ble. 
{bv gccl.z.3 
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mcaſare of grace, cyen heerec in 


- [this life. Such a ſervant ſhall dou- 


ble his talents, and thereupon bee 
into his M afters joy. 
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Procoing that Orv-Aor « he. 


nou able, 
VE fecand anee..->f 
the third is Honour. 


Honour, on whom ſoever it is. 


rightly ' confer'd, is a great gift, 
A good name Þ is better thes = | 
tious oyntment, \ Toke choſen 

great riches; but that ns wy is truc 
honour, which is given by God 
himlſelfe _—_— and by men 


his 
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made ruler over much, and enter 
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bis ſub-diſpenſers of it, accor-| 
ding to his rule and direQion, | * 


{ times, is prejudicinms, he judges 


. | nefſe, otherwiſt not: and ſo Ho- 
ledge, bur vertucs ſhadow the | 


Lawus 4 laudate, hee is rightly 
prais'd, that is prais'd by. the 
worthicſt of praiſe. Man;yudging 
of anothers worth, may-and of- 
ten doth erre, his judicinm, many 


with prejudice 3 not uprightly, 
but with parriality, with a ſquint 
cyc, and upon finiſter reſpeds. 
But God 1s the true and juſt 
Judge, and the onely giver of Ho- 
nour, and God faſtens it on the 
| gray-hatres in the fift Comman- 
dement. 

But heere hap'ly ſome man 
will ſay, * The hoary head i indeed 
4 erowne of glory, but how 2 be- 
ing found in the way of righteouſ- 


nouris notthe Old-Mans privi. 


io 


of _ 


reward 


| EADOM 
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| 


| 


meaning of the place therefore, 
.. -=_ 


reward of rightcouſneſle in 
whomſocver. I an{wer : Ho- | 


nour belongstothe very age of an 
Old. Man: for it is ccrtaine, and 
will notbe denied, thar men in 
yceres,even for their yeercs, are 


tobe ranked among the Fathers | 


meant in the fift Commande- 
ment. Now to all Fathers'ts Ho- | 
nourthere allotted, asto Fathers ; 


and therfore even for thisto Old. 
men. . The Mogiſtrate in the. 
Common-weale, the Miniſter in * 
the Church, the Father and M1- 
ſer in a Family have right to ir, | 
as they are Fathers, May the | 
ſubje&, or the flock and people, 
orthe child and ſervant withhold | 
this Honour, in caſe the forena- | 


med ſuperiours doe faile of whar | |. 


is required of them? no man 
may, no man will {ay it. The 


| 
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| Iconcejvero be this; Thatwhen 
the. OlY-man is not old one- 
Ivy, but alſo vertuous, then his 
. | honouris much the greater, even 
a crowne of glory, as is alſo the 
Magiſtrates, the Miraſters, the | 
Fathers and the Mzſters, In the 
1 Tim.5.17. it is ſaid, That the- oo! 
Elaers which rule well, are worthy | 
of double honour, of honour (doubr. ol | 
Icfleno men will gaine-ſay it) as A 
they are'Elders and Rulers; but 
when they rule-well, the honour 
mult be doubled upon them.” So 
inthar place of the Proverbs;'it is [by 
plaine therefore , that honour 1s | 
due to Old-mien, even for their 'S 
yeeres, whictr isapriviledge not | 
granted 4W977any of the other | 
ages. hy Ke: : 129 | 5 
Elihu was filent before hisEl- 4 
ders,in reverenceto their age, ob | 
32-6) The glory of the aged, is the t- 
8: _ 
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Iname, 4&,which ſignifies both 
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Graj-head, Prov.20.29. O b D*- 
As n catrics honour inthe very 


Or v-A 6 x,and honour. 

We reade of A gamemnon,that | 
| when hee entertained the Wor- 
thies among the Greekes at a 
feaſt: hee preferred Neſtor, old 
Neſtor above the reſt, and invited 
| him firſt. And Gaders, a City in 
Spane, is ſaid to have had a Tem- 
ple dedicated to O rt. v-A 6 x, ag 
to the miſtreſſe of knowledge. 


A goedrulcalſoit is, which! Me- 


| nander gives : that every one| 


| ſhould honour a man of his Fa- 
thers age, as his Father himſelfe, 
He would have alſo the Old-man, 
and the Noble-man to bee of 
equall honour. | 
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CHAP. IIIL. 


In which we have the fourth privi- 
ledge, Liberty for private 
\ deworons. 


| 7 > alſo falls to the lot of 


Orv-AcGz. And aſwect 
priviledge itis, when a man hath 
leave ſecum eſſe and ſecum vivere, 
as the Proverbe is, to be by him- 
ſelfe after that he hath attained 
the pabulum an,thefoules pro- 


viſion, of which 'God gives grea- 


ter ſtore(or at leaſt meanes for it) | 


tothe greateſt ſtorer, the Old- 
man, Now the devotions for 


which he may ſecnm eſſe, are | 


principally two, Prayer, and Me- 
ditation or Contemplation. 
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nefle a 


priviledge 


Excellcn- 
cies of | 
' prayer. 
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\ Touching pager: If Jſhould 
ſtand ro ſhew, firſt, the ln 
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of it, for that all Gods romi- | h 
{es depend upon this duty, ke. | 
1and yee fhall have : Call upon mee 
and TI will deliver thee, Secondly; | 
the incouragement, in that God |. 
invites us to it, calls upon us to || 
call upon him (which may em-' 
' bolden us to come unto the | | 
throne of grece.) Thirdly, the! 
| ſtrictnefle of rhe command con-| 
 cerning this part: of Gods ſervice. 
| Founhly, the many examples of 
the faithfull that hereby havepre- | 
 vailed with God. - Fiftly, Gods 
gracirig it, in that it is in Scrip- 
ture uſually put for the whole; 
erviceor worſhip of God, as Joe! 
| 2.32. If I ſhould inſiſt on theſe: 
[Or __ like points, for the praiſe, 
; of Invocation; it would of it ſelfe | 
growto a long diſcourſe, andbee 
(I ſuppoſe) notvery needfull, be-| 
Rue many others.- have ' very | 
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| \ well, and copiouſly written of it: | 
and ſo, it would bee but adam 
| azerc; therefore heere, vo more 
' butthis, thatvacancy for this part _ 
' of private Devotion, is given to| | 
men gf yeeres, more then to, 
others. | 
Concerning Meditation op | Contem- 
Contemplation , ſomething | fommen. | 
| | though norall that might be ſaid | ded- 
of it. Contemplation, ® the |=74o,z 2. 
| Schoole definesto bee, Liber aps. | 1f.180,|| 
| 724 1ptuit us 11 rebus, the mindes ; 
free beholding of what is in 
things, * The Philoſopher could | » pare, 
tell us that it is the mindes nou- L i 
| 
: 


8 
bw 
—_ 
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|riſhment or food, like to CAm- 
| broſſa and Nettar, which:: the 
ods are fained to feed upon, and 
| ſodivine & heavenly atking is it, | | 
that another could ſay,*Nul/aadio |* Arif. 
dijs digna videtur, preter Contem- —_ . 
plationem.In a word, by Contem- | ; 
O 3 plari- | 


— 


” _— 


ry 
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Matter off As namelv, the Word of God, 


meduat- | which is aſpacious field for our 


| Creation, Preſervation, Redemp- 


| 


| joyes thereof, to bring us to | 


plation, we have our converfati- 
on in Heaven: and the obje@s of 
this heavenly Exerciſe are many, 


thoughts and meditations to 
range in, as David ſhewes, Pſalme 
ri9.the largeſt of all his Pſalmes, 
The workes of God alſo : the 


tion ofthe world; and therein 
Gods glory, in his Power, Wilſe- 
dome, Goodneſſe,Mercy, Juſtice, 
and his other Attributcs. . Our 
owne particular eſtate likewiſe: 
how miſcrable in our ſelves, how 
happy through Gods mercy in 
Chriſt Jeſus. Our frailty and un- 


certainty of our lives heere ; the 


laſt judgement, Heaven and the 


them: Hell, and its torments, to | 


g 


— — — 
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| [itinumerable objects. Iadd here. | | | | 
unto the ſweer commemoration 
of whatſocyer good wee have 
f | done by Gods help and afliſtance, 
inthe precedent daies of our pil. 
grimage. O how happy are wee 
if wecan as * Hezekias, humbly ens | 
lead with God, our integrity | 4. * '} | 

and - «Agr. Aa im. 
Alſo thedelight which men doe, 
f and may take inruminating onthe 
fruits of their wits, learning, and 

| | Iabours ; as Homer on his 1:ads, 
Virgil on his Aneads, Nevins on 
his Bellnwm Punicum, Plautus in 
the repctition of his Truculentae, 
and his P/eudolus. But above all, 
| | (for inthoſe other there was no- | 
thing bur earth and drofle in com- 
pariſon) David on his Pfalmes, 
he was the ſwect finger of 1/rael - 
and (doubtlefle) a greit comfort | 


it wasto him, when his ſoule in 
O 4 ____Con-l 
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- |-Eagle, orin Elias fiery Chariot. 


Contemplation fed gn the undry 


raviſhing paſſages, touching the | 


Creation and Providence of God 
over all his creatures, but ſpecial- 
ly his goodneſlce towards his 
Church and people, intheir ma- 
ny deliverances, and his innume- 
rable benefits towards them, tem- 
porall and ſpirirmil : and yer 
| more fecelingly, (if ir might be) 


when he came hometo himſclte, 
| and cal'd to mind what God had | 
| 


done in his particular : how hee 
had adyanced him, how graciou- 
fly and mightily preſerved him 
from the hands of Saul,8&c,What 
pleaſureand delight hee tooke in 


| ſing gs his Pſalmes | 
abundantly reſtifie. In the | | 


pope and meditation whereof, 
e may ſecme to have ſoared up 
to Heaven, as onthe wings of an 


He 
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. |He wastlic-firſt that medirared on | 
| {the Hy:nnes himſelfe had pen- 
ned » afrer him co bee for the uſe 
[of the: Church of God, even to 
the.cnd of the world. 

Heavenly Contemplation cer- ia cs 
taincly is aſweet comfort, and in- | fweer, 
| | crediþle pleaſure doth ir affoord 
tomen, which makes mee notto | 


—— —— — CC ——— 


| marvaileat the Monkes in former 
ages of the Church (forof the 
new Monkes.in:the Church of | Monkesof 

| Rome, I ſay no more but bes quan | —_ 
drſSimiiles, ')theywere ſotakep with 
| thiskinde of life,: as ro giveover 
\ | farthis one Joy, of * Contemplati- pq 
on; all the honours, pleaſures, ri- | 
| ches they had bctore ſo kighly| - 74. | 
| | eſteemed; falling (no doubt) up- «3+: 
Qn, $ alomons reſolution, that they. I] 
are 8)! vanity and vexation. Ir is £ 
therefore obſerved that among 
the policies Rome hath invenced 
or 


* 
n AAA 
Poms — — — _ 
- - PP 
: 


| 


: 
y R - 


| 4 q Th3o.2* 


'8 


” _ _ 
- - > — 


artic.1, 


91 |Book.2, 


for the upholding of the Papacy, 
this is not the beſt prevalent, that 
they have Monaſterie> for men 
toreſt in, that inthem, as 1s pre- 
rended, they may ſolace them- 
ſclves in heavenly Contemplati- 
on, freed from the worldly.carcs 
and buſineſfes, which had weari- 


Sweetnes | 
.of Solita-/ 
rinefle. 


2", que?. 
I88, artic, 


F Tho 3.3 
queſt. 47 2 


ir is true that Contemplation 


vere isright worthy therefore the 
name 'of a priviledge, and ſolitu- 
ao, * ſaiththe Schoole-man,e# imn- 
frumentum conzruum Contempla-, 
tions, retiredreſſe is Contempla. 
tions opportunity, And againe, 
r LABmIms quando abſtrahitur a cor- 


pore £aptior redditur ad by > 7 | 
enfluxum ſp'ritualinm, the {oule ſe- 
queſtred from rhings corporal, | 


is the fitter to receive the influ. | 


_. cnce. 


—_ as es 


———_—_— — 


_— Chap-a | 
-| 


ed rhem before. But howlſoever | _ 
this profcſſhon is abuſed by them, 


brings great delight, Secam wi- | 


| 
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| | ence of ſpiritualls. A happy 
divorticulum is t to Old-men, fo} 
many of them as while they are 
1 | thus by themſelves, can cruly/ 
| | ſay, vw Godiswith us, v2. to; 
aſſiſt us in all good and godly co-! 
| | gitations, and torepcll all rhar are | 
| | cvill. 
| Contrariwiſe, moſt miſcrable | Contem-| 
were mans eſtate, eſpecially in | Paw" 
f theſc elder yeares(which itis not, | joy. 
| | nor cannot bee denied, bring 
| | with them abodily weakneſle) 
| were not their ſoulcs raiſed up 
| and rap't, with great joy and re- 
] Joycing, by Contemplation, 
Confider that one place, Pſal.4. 2 
4550.4, finem, Agthere it fell | | 
outto David, fo it ſhall to us, 1f | | 

wee commune with our owne hearts 
wpen our bed, and offer to God the| 
acrifices of righteouſneſſe, andtruſt 
inthe Lord ; howſocver worldly 
men 


— 


— —_——— —— -- - 
*- 


| 193 |Bookze 4 Plea  Chapu4, | 
men wander in their. el thoughts, 
and cannot” be ſe.led in aright 
| | reſolution rouching the true 
= Goo d: yet on us God will. 
q (while in our meditations - our 
thoughts are on him alone, and 
| | all the powers of our ſoule aje 
| carried up to Heaven) lift up the 
+125» | Light of his countenance on #5, and 
Sola 7 -{prinkle our hears with | 
| | ſuch joy as wil bring usto an holy | 
| ſecurity: we ſhall lay us downeand 
ſleep in peace, traeand ſound peace, ! 
| Times of In the firſt of King: "3 Chap. Jo T 
peace fir. | 27,445, Now (iaich Salomon) 


reſt for The Lord my God hath given mee 


houſe, | 7e5t on every ſide, ſo that theye is, 
neither adverſary nor evill occur-' 


rent : and behold Epnrpoſe to build 
' an hoe to the. name of the Lord my 
 Ged, thar (hee ſaw) wasthe fitteſt 
| time for ſuch ataske;the time of 
Peaccandreſt: and — 
> 


_— oumg—_—__ —— — —— 


- _« 
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— — > —— —— 


| he finifir it within the —_ 
| of ſeven yearcs, 1 Kings 6. 38. 
whereas Ezra and Nehemiah OP- 
poled by cnemics,. were afarre 
| longer time in reedifying that - 1 
Temple. So is ir rouching the | 4-389] I 
repaire of our foules and bodies, ! aQur. | 
the Temples of the Holy Ghoſt, | baace. 
then are wee beſt fitred and ina- 
bled for this ſo great and necefſa- 
ry awork, when we are leaſt Wea 
\ ſturbed by our ſpirituall enemics,' | 
as Orc v-AGe. | : 
Certainely that great © Philo-! Wor mY 
ſopher, though a Heathen, ſaw | rv cap 7.}4 
ſomewhar this way, whenhe pla- f 
ced mans happineſſe in Contem- 1 
plation, 
The innumerable errors of our | Meditati- 
life, eſpecially, our greatand ma-| 2 
nifold ſinnes, doe often and even | mercics is: 
| daily recoyle upon the confci- : —_ 
ence of every penitent ſinner: and W- | 
ES 
| | ; 


— 
— 


CC TEE eeeeeeeeeeeeeeee—————_—_—_—— 


| | 
| 


| 


4 on, 


Old.age | 


fitteſt ter 
meditati- 


| 


. 


| 


| 


| 
| 
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no ſalve there is for this ſore, no 
medicine to cure this fickneſſe, 
but the multitude of Gods mer- 
cies meditarted on,and applied by 
faith, which bring in continually 
matter of great comfort to rhe 


poore, fainting, and almoſt peri- | 


ſhing ſoule. 
Now for this ſweet ſolace, no 


part of our life gives {o good op- 


portunity, as our elder ycares, in | 


| 


| 


which we have both an immuni- | 
ty from bodily labours, and free. | 


dome from earthly pleaſures, as 


hath beene fhewed. This there- | -|- 


fore is a great and much to bee 
eſteemed benefit of Or »- 
A 6 n,aſingular Priviledge. 


CHAP. 


| 
| 


IR. 


1 


A. 
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CHAP. V. | 


Containing the concluſion of | 
the Diſcourſe. 


Foy now, becauſe I have in. 
this Trad, digreſſed ſome- | 
time from the profeſſed ſubjeRt | 
of it, and touched upon the other 
agcs of this life, by way of com- 
paring. them together; I would | 
from that which hath beene ſaid, 
raiſe an exhortation to ſo many of 
+ | theages as are cpzble of it: in 
imitationof the Apoſtle, » lobm2. bk 
12, Iwrite to you little children, I 
writetoyou Fathers, I write to you 
Toung-men,&c., | 
Firſt therefore, to Children, — 
O how happy are yee, if now in well ſez» | 
theſe your tender yeares, like |foncd. 
young plants, ye be cr ſtraight in | 
| "5M a | þ 1 


—_—_— 


| 


© 20 


_— td hte —— he ———— 


OO ———_ 
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1 a fruitfull ſoyle : if now, as new | | 
| veſſells,ye beſeaſoned with ſweet 
and wholeſome liquor; it now, 
*z Tim.z] with * Timothy ye know the hol 
5 cr, | Scriptures; if ye now " deſire the 
19 ſencere milke of the Word, and doe 
therein taſt how bounrifull the | 
Lord is. Cerainely after theſe | 
| your ſa, good beginnings, yee | | 
| wil! be blefſed in your further : 
-[] proccedings, increaſe daily in 
grace and Chriſtianity,and grow 
ſtill neerer and neerer to perfeAtt- | 
on.': andwhen ye are come to- 
| wards the end of your Pilgri- | 
| | mage, and doe waxe old ; which + 
| yealready dcefire, if nor in reſpect 
of: rhe age it ſeclte, yet aut of ! 
[an unwillingneſſe to dic, and | 
[ that' yee may bee partakers of | 
| |= peo. 2x] the bleſſing of long lite, * Beinz 
i 1% | taughtin your child-bood the trade 
| | of your way, when yee are old yee 


— . 


þ 


ral 


TORI nrnenen” 


— 
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ſhall not aepart from it: and 
through ir yee ſhall abundantly 
reape the fruit ofthis your lced- 
time. A vertuous and godly 
child-hood, is a {ure faundation 
for happinefle in all the follow- 
Ing ages. 

Bur this premonition will ſort 
better, and be more cficRuall, gi- 
vento Parents: to them whalive 
in their children, when them- 
{elves are dead and gone: tothem 
that are intruſted with them in 
their render yeares: to them, 
who in their childrea ſhall bee 
either happy or miſerable ; happy 
intheir happinefle, it they ſer 
them in'the right way, while they 
are. more cafily brought in-o 1t : | 
and miſerable in their miſery 
likewiſe, if then they negleR 
them. . 


In the next place to Young- 
P men 


98. 


Parents 


a. 
| | 


L 


| 
| 


muſt well 


ſeaſon 
children, 


rc , yr as, 
. 
. 


, | 
/ . 4. 


_ men. Hap'ly the weeds, which! 


ou: weess | (througa the corruption of nature, 
grownciaiand your ſecurity) have (un-| 
rome | awarcs) {prong up in your lives 
| while you were children, arc 
'many and rranke : ſuffer them 
now to bee plucked up by 
'the rootes. For when they 
grow in ftrength, as you ol 
| yeares, Infeltx lolinm & (teriles 
 dominantur avene, they will, 
| domincere over the good ſeed! 
that is ſowne inyou, and —_— 
ik, 
|Youh | Saynot, reſolve not with your | 
— ; ſelves, wee will rejoyce in our | 
cumſpeQi- youth 3 and will ſet our hearts,cc ; | 
on. | Rather becexhorted and perſwa- 
| dednow in your youth to Remem- | 
' ber your Creator. You muſt know * 
that for yourhe bitis fitter and of 
-more uſe thenrhe ſpur. The heate 
| of your blood and quickneſſe 'of 
| your F 


! 
z 


$ 


- #1. 


——— 


T. . 
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your ſpirits doe prick you for. | 
. | ward; but the thing 1s not ſo ' 
| much how faſt, as how well yee 
runne. Know, and forget it nor, 
that yee walke on lip 
| ground. ! Vicina et lapſibus ads- 
| leſcertia (faitha Father) youth of 
| all ages,is moſt ſubject rofalling : 
{ Yee haye need therefore of the 
| greateſt circumſpeion and wari- 
neſfſe. Bodily pleaſure (of which 
| before) hath the face ofa friend, 
bur the hearr of anenemy, a moſt | 
 infinuatingenemie it is; and there | 
is. it moſt buſtc,ard prevailes moſt | 
' wherethere is lealt watchfullnefle | 
* | fo kecpe it out, leaſt ſtrengthto re-! We. 
fift it, and greateſt aptneſſe to | 3 
entertaine it, as ordinarily there ; | 
is in this your age: * whercin | « Hieron, | | 
(faith one) luſt and diſorderly | 44 Nepor.y 
affeions are to vertue, as greene 


| wood tothe firc. 
_. Think 


ol 
> LE m——— — — 


Ms 


ZOI1 


worle 
then 
- beaſts, 


® Terent. 


Care in 


tute ages, 


M 


—_ 'Thinke yee never of the evill 


in &delph. ſent, of rhat * upd ante pedes 


youth bo- 
', 1 nchts fus 
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| aates that are comming, the win-i 
terof your life * thenare younot 
ſo wile as many other creatures 
much inferiour to you, being 
void of reaſon and underſtanding. 
| Shame yenorto be ſctto Schoole 
'rothe Ant,Pro,6.5, when reaſon 


| is eclipſed by ſenſuality, men be- 


come worſe then the brute beaſts. |. 


| Benot ſcnſible onely of the pre- 
| modo et, which is before you, 
 andat your foot as it were : but 

looke forward to the end of this, 


Chap.5. 


and the beginning of thenexr life. | 
'What younow ſow in yourh,you ; 
ſhall reape inage. Ifnow yepro-| 
vide for health, for a good out-| 
ward eſtate,and chicfly for grace, | 
and the inward furniture of rhe 
ſoule; yee ſhall have the benefit 
and comfort of it, when yeeare 


— _ {lu qi 


—_ —— 


old, 


old, If not, moſt miſerable will 
B- then be, by the ncgleR and 
ofle of them. 

I perfſwade my ſelfe, and am 
confident of it, that there is not 
an Old-man in the world (ſuch 
onely excepted as neyer had, nor 
yet have ſo much as common wit 
and underſtanding) that doth not 
ſee how (were he now in his firſt 
cares of diſcretion) hee might 


 [ 1mprove his talents (be they moe, 


or be they fewer)to his cxceeding 
great advantage, this men of 
yeares ſee when it is too late. Stu- 
dy you therefore this art of im- 
prooving (eſpecially ingraceand 
g00dnefſe) now in this your time 
for growth, and pur it in practice 
yeare after yeare : you cannot 
imagine how rich it will make 
you : howthe increaſe will come 
18 npon you, uſe upon uſe ; in this 

ER RR. 


__—_—_— OT = wi — } 
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Old.men | 
ſee how | 
former 
yerres 
might 
hive been 
better im-, - 


ployed, - 
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1 


Youths 
fault to 
ſcorne 


Old-Age. 


| 


Youth 


ken to 
Old-men. 


| Sy ca rom : Difficilibus ac moroſis ſenibus, 


| wverbiorum ſentents adoleſcentes ad 


ordine vi 


muſt hear- 
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onely lawfull kind of uſury. 

I cannot end, till T haye left 
with you one caveat, or advice 
more, Itisthis: tharyee muſt be | 
ſo farre from the common ſinne 
of caſting a ſcornefull eye on 
| Old-men; as to thinke your 
ſelves never ſo well ſorted, as 
when yee are in their company. 
| And this counſcll yee ſhall take, 
| not from me, but from Saint ® 7e. 


aures libenter prebeto : qui pro- 


reita fiudia cohortantur. Lend thy 
attentive care willingly to Old-| 
men, ſceme they to you never ſo 
 froward,and hard to pleaſe: far 
by fheir wiſe ſpeeches and coun- 
ſels, young-men are brought into 


 aright courſe of life. And iwith 
himalſo agrees < Saint Bernard: 
Aqualium wuſus dulcior, ſenum 


——_— ——_—_—_— _ —_— 
—__ —— — 
le ad. ts. AM. At. A — 


tutior, Tp 


—-—_ 


——__— 


Reſolve therefore as one did, 


'Quoad poſditis & liceat, a ſents la. 
tere. nunquam diſcedere + never to 
depart from the fide of the 
Old-man, with whom thou maiſt 
have leave to converſe. / And 


| heere it may fitly be remembred, 


that the young-men which gave 
Rehoboara bad counſell, were fuch 
as had growne up with him, 
IKi\7.12.8. | 

Now, to men of mature, or 
middle-age, thus much. This is 
your Autumne, the yeare of 
your life is whirl'd about and 


now come towards the period. 
P 4 Have 


age muſt 
redeeme 


the time, || 
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You 

ns 
be conver» 
(ant with! i 
"2" F 


Middle, | | 


——_— 
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« 
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| Yet now at laſt awake, and begin 


| ved by your, endeavours, and 


.| both in ourward and inward ri- | 


Have yee hitherto beene un- 
thrifts ? hath your child-hood ! 
and youth brought in little or no- 
things O then how muſt you 
now beſtirre you ! Yee have neg- 
lected the firſt ſpring of your | 
yeere : the latter is now come;and 
that is your next ſeaſon, though 
not ſo hopefull as the other, 


to looke abour you * Re pent you 
of your former failings, and preſſe 
now hard cowards the marke : the 
harder,becaufe formerly ye have | 
loft muchtime, and that which 
remaines to-you,is bat ſhort. 

.. Onthe contrary,have yeethri- 


Gods bleſſing upon themintimes | 


- 


pal are yee now increaſed 


ches, and become great among 
them with whom yee live? 'O 
then | 


—_ _ — —A_w Att. DA, —_—_ — 


\ | Book.2. for ( Oro-Acs. Chaps. 206, | 


| then Jer your neighbours bee. 
the better for it: Let there bee | 
to them, aliquid boni, propter vi- | 
cinum bonnm, Let not your great- 
| nefle makeothers little, cicher in 
| themſelves, or in your eſteeme. | 
| | Ler not your wealth bee their | 
woe and poverty, your honour | 
their diſprace and abaſement, 
Bee not like the tall Cedars 
| that overtop the the lowly ſhrubs. 
If yee be wiſe and know much, 
| | let others light their candle at | 
your lampes. Know that what- | 
ſacver you have or are; yon have | 
received it,and not for your ſelves 
alone, butthat others may have 


"—-_ 
—_—_ 
— 


ne i, ee en  Oo_—_ 


fromyouas frecly, as you from 
aſtl ſelfe, and my | mutt look 
Laſtly, ro my ſclie, and my | mutt look 
coetarei, all that are farre gone | back + | 
. þ4 ! THICIT FOre x 
in ycares. Let us now being | ,,. paſa 
neere the end of our journey, | ges. 


| of 


þ : _ [4 
AM ———_—_— Pr——_ . — 
- —_——_ —— ——— _—_—C 
Fe 
- 
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of our trayaile towards the hea. 
venly Canaan : and having paſ-| | 
\ ſed through tive dangerous and | 
| troubleſome wildcrnefſe of our 
| life, imagine our ſelves to bee 
| | on ſome high mounraine, on 
| | Pisgah, the top of Nebo, if you| | 
pleaſe: where A ofes was being | + | * 


| 
| | of the age of 120, when he had | + 


finiſhed his courſe, and his ma- 
| 'ny, his 42. weariſome jour- 
| Neyes were atan end, and from 
| thence let us looke back to the | |} 
ſundry paſſagesof our life paſt(as, | 
| hap'ly Moſes did to his and the 
| - | peoples wandring inthe wilder-| 
| [neſſe, though hee aſcended the | f 


A— "I —_ 
—_—  — ——— 


' Mount to another end) calling to 
j | mind how God hath dealt with 
; us (leaſt wee fall into the un- 
 thankfullneſſe of that people) 

| | how God hath preſerved and] 
| | kept uscontinually,inthe woke 
2nd \ 


W- 


M ” 
EY 
% 


| 
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acknowledge that Gods patience | 


” 


| heaven: How wee have (as the 


<— — 


and in our comming into the | 
world, as forth of our priſon in| 
Ezypt : in our infancy, child- 

| hood and riper age. And onthe; 
other ſide, that wee may {cc and| 


bath fill gone along with his 


Let us caſt up (ſo neere as wee | Old-men 


can) all the particularfailings and | mitbiab 


errors of our life: How wee have | former 


| wandred up and downe in the | f4lings- 


daics of our pilgrimage towards | 


Iſraelites) in our journeyes gone 
crookedly, ſometimes forward, 
otherwhile backward : now 
neere to. our Capaan, anon far- 
ther off, never 4 makings ſtraight | 4'Heb, 1 
ſteps to onr feet. And chicfly, let\ "3: 

| our greateſt ſinnes ſtand ever be- 
fore us (as Davids aid, Pſal.51.3.): 
and belaid to heart : and that nov 


_ while 


LR eee RD - = 


_— 
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mercies and bounty towards us t 


Cha.5. 208 | | 
i 
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*2 Cord 6, 
2, | 


"OW | 
| 42. 


Old. Aze 
- Lmoſt calls 
-& "for repen- 
| Tance, 
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while it is <4 tim? accepted, and 
the day of ſalvation, While it is 
f our aay, this cenainely is Outs, 
whether the morrow will be our 
day,we know not... : 

. That which often | deceives 
younger men(the blind hope that 
they ſhall live yer many yeares, 
and that therefore there is no 
haſt of their repentance or 
amendment)catinot have the leaſt 


| colour for our deferring. Our 


| 


/ 


| 


| 


[ 
l 
1 


very yeeres, beſides the ſenſe of 
our fraiky, daily and hourely 


call upon us to prepare for 


death, by making up our ms 
account, 


To conclude all : becauſe in; 
the precedent Tra, ſomething 


hath becne ſaid in the defence! 


and praiſe of our deſpiſed age; 
for 2dmonition therefore (leaſt 


we ſhould deceive our ſclves in 
our | 


Book. for Orv-Ace., Chap's5 


1 


Our particulars) letthe following 


Diſtick bee cver remembred by 
US. 


Oui laudat quaſs jam ſacigs,que nos ſacis,ille 
Laudando menet, quz jacienda, noiats 


Art thou heere prais'd unworthily ? 
Thea to be worthy,learne thereby, 
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